ST. MARY HELP OF CHRISTIANS

CATHOLIC CHURCH
SUNDAY, AUGUST 30, 2026

22"° SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
O —
“Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself, take up his

cross, and follow me. For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it,
but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.” - Mt 16:24b-25

Excerpis from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. DLP




WELCOME TO ST. MARY HELP OF CHRISTIANS
PARISH OF THE CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF CHARLESTON
We welcome all who are visiting. If you attend regularly and consider St. Mary Help of Christians your
parish, we encourage you to register as a member. You may fill out and submit the form online, or print
the form from the website and return it to the parish office.

Contact Us
St. Mary Help of Christians Catholic Church

Parish Office:
203 Park Avenue SE, Aiken, SC 29801

803.649.4777
parishofficestmaryaiken@charlestondiocese.org
Website: www.stmarys-aiken.org

Locations
St. Mary’s Church: 138 Fairfield Street SE
Old St. Mary’s: 125 Park Ave. SE

Ste Claire Chapel: 125 Park Ave. SE

Parish Office Hours
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday
8:30am - 12noon & 1:00pm - 4:30pm

Closed for lunch from 12noon - 1:00pm
Wednesday: 8:30am - 1:30pm

(By appointment only after 1:30pm on Wednesdays)
Holy Mass Schedule

Sunday Vigil (Saturday) 5:00pm - Church

Sunday 8:30am, 11:00am - Church

Domingo Misa en espafiol, 1:00pm - Iglesia
Weekday Mass Schedule

Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. 5:30pm - Old St. Mary’s
Wednesday 8:30am - Church

Miércoles 7:00pm - Iglesia Antigua

Thursday Nursing Home 10:00am

Saturday Morning Mass 8:00am - Old St. Mary’s
Confessions

Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. 4:45 - 5:15pm - Old St. Mary’s
Wed. 6:15 - 6:45pm - Old St. Mary’s

Saturday 3:30 - 4:30pm - Church

Perpetual Adoration - St. Claire Chapel

Rosary - Before Daily Mass

Pre Recorded Mass (On YouTube)

Sunday Mass

Sunday Homilies Online

Audio versions of all the weekend homilies are
available on St. Mary’s website at www.stmarys-
aiken.org. Scroll to the bottom of the home page
and click on “Listen to Homilies”.

Nursery

Available during 8:30 & 11:00am Sunday Masses in
Mother Teresa Conference Room - Ages 6 months to
less than 5 years.
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The Most Rev. Jacques E. Fabre-Jeune, CS
Bishop of Charleston

Parish Clergy

Very Rev. Richard C. Wilson, VF, Pastor
Rev. Michael Ghattas, Parochial Vicar

Dcn. Alejandro Leguizamon Dcn. Al Matousek
Dcn. Robert Pierce Dcn. Stephen Platte
Staff

Mr. Patrick Wray, Director of Administration
803.649.4777 ext. 112
pwray@charlestondiocese.org

Mrs. Kimberly Gaynor, Administrative Assistant
to Fr. Wilson 803.649.4777 ext. 114
kgaynor@charlestondiocese.org

Mr. Carlos Overstreet, Principal, St. Mary’s School
803.649.2071 coverstreet@stmaryschoolaiken.com

Mrs. Colleen Wittenborn, Finance Manager
803.649.4777 ext. 102
cwittenborn@charlestondiocese.org

Mrs. Kara Keenan, Parish Secretary

803.649.4777 ext. 113
kkeenan@charlestondiocese.org

Mrs. Adriana Galvan, Hispanic Secretary
803.649.4777 ext. 100
Agalvan@charlestondiocese.org

Mr. Derrick Huestis, Director of Religious Education
803.716.8451 (c)
dhuestis@charlestondiocese.org

Mrs. Hannah Dickason, Director of Youth Ministry
615.638.7137 (c)
hdickason@charlestondiocese.org

Mr. V. Franklin Deese Il, Parish Musician
706.550.5047 (c)

fdeese@charlestondiocese.org

ST.VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY
For food or financial assistance call 803.642.3211
or visit their website at Svdpaiken.org

Open Monday — Thursday 9:00am —1:00pm
Closed On Fridays


https://svdpaiken.org/

TOTALS AS OF SUNDAY JULY 26

Offertory Aug 02 $ 19,187
Online Offertory Aug 02 $ 13,979
Offertory Aug 09 $ 17,276
Online Offertory Aug 09 $ 23,065
Offertory Aug 16 $ 15,739
Online Offertory Aug 16 $ 14,583
Offertory Aug 23 $ 12,827
Online Offertory Aug 23 $ 14,237
Total Annual Budget $ 2,191,505

WHEELCHAIR EXPRESS

We are in need of additional Wheelchair Express
drivers for 8:30 Sunday Mass at the New Church on
Fairfield Street. Volunteers would rotate with others
once every three weeks or so.

Wheelchair Express is available for anyone needing
wheelchair assistance into the sanctuary and back to
their vehicles after Mass on Sundays. Volunteers are
present 30 minutes before each of the Masses.

If you are interested in helping with this ministry,
please contact Bobbie or George Sich at 740-981-
2961

GIFT SHOP

The Gift Shop will be closed for the month of August,
reopening the weekend after Labor Day before and
after the Vigil Mass on Saturday September 12th and
Sunday September 13th from 9am to 1pm.

SocCIAL MEDIA SCAMS TO BE AWARE OF

If you receive emails or texts sent in my name or
other parish/school staff, asking for financial help in
one form or another, please know that neither I, nor
any parish employee, will ever ask you for donations
of any kind via social media. Please do not respond
to any message that you may receive. Thank you and
God bless, Fr. Wilson

AA OPEN MEETING

AA open meeting at 7:00am Sunday thru Friday in
Smith Hall, Downstairs (next to Old St. Mary’s).
Newcomers are welcome!

THAT MAN Is You!

Apostles of the New Springtime St. Mary Help of
Christians Catholic Church begins a new year of That
Man Is You! on Friday, September 11, 2026 in Mother
Teresa Hall. Doors open at 6:00 AM; the session
starts at 6:25 AM.

This year’s program, Apostles of the New Springtime,
will lead men to witness the heroic courage and
devotion of the Apostles, trace how the faith spread
from the earliest Church through the Apostolic and
Early Church Fathers, and discover how God
continues to call each of us into His mission today.
Participants will be invited into the missionary vision
of Paradisus Dei and encouraged to discern their
personal mission field as modern apostles.

PASTOR’S CORNER

Bearing the Cross
Dear Parishioners,

If we wish to follow Christ and find salvation we
must learn to carry our cross. This is what Jesus
spoke to his disciples about today in the Gospel.
What is our own experience of suffering like? What
thoughts come to mind when we say the word
“cross”?

Christianity is about love, but charity and the cross
are inseparable. The language of love is the cross. The
cross is always a blessing. The cross transforms us
and enriches us. It makes our life more human and
profound because it teaches us to love and
understand our neighbors. If we have not suffered, it
is impossible to truly understand others. Yes, the
cross hurts us, it humiliates us, and it always seems
unjust. When we look at our neighbor’s cross, it
always seems lighter, while our own cross seems
impossible to bear.

Peter is scandalized by the prospect of the
Messiah’s sufferings and tries to stop him. Christ’s
response is very harsh: “Get behind me, Satan! For
you are to me an occasion of scandal.” These are the
same words that Jesus spoke to the tempter in the
desert. And he adds: “For you are not thinking as God
thinks but as man thinks.” This is the temptation of
every age.

The cross and suffering seem to be ideas from the
dark days of the past. Nevertheless, Christ presents
them to us as the indispensable condition for being
his disciple. The true follower of Christ takes on these
attitudes: denying oneself, bearing the cross and
following Him. This means bearing difficulties, facing
head on the situations of infamy, trial, or suffering
that come up each day. The true follower of Christ is
ready to lay down his or her life for Him, if necessary.
When Jesus proclaims: “What would it profit a man to
gain the whole world and lose his soul,” he is inviting
us not to reject the goods of this world, but to
administer them responsibly, following his own
example.

Pray to Christ today: “Lord, | cannot flee from the
cross. | encounter it all throughout my life: in the
pains of my body and in the sorrow of my soul; in
tribulation, failure, fear, and anguish; in despair,
doubt, difficulties, and work. Life is not always a bed
of roses. You have given me an example of what it
means to carry my cross. Give me the grace and the
strength to follow you not just through this season,
but all the way to Calvary.”

+J]M]+

All the best...in Christ,

Father Wilson Page 2



PERPETUAL EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
IN STE CLAIRE CHAPEL

Needing Peace in Your Heart?
Jesus offers it! Be not Afraid!

Friday 5am needs an adorer! To sign up for this or
another weekly holy hour, please visit the Adoration
webpage at https://www.stmarys-
[[aiken.org/perpetual-eucharistic-adoration, or contact
a Divisional Leader:

12 Midnight-6am: Tom Henry 803-618-9086
6am-12 Noon: Ken Boucher 803-226-4639
12 Noon-6pm: Janice Suhrer 803-645-6105
6pm-12 Midnight: Joan Pate 908-447-9715

SUNDAY MORNING CAFE’ (CATHOLIC FAITH EXPLORATION)
Learn more about our faith and build friendships with
our parish family at Cafe’, which begins September 13.
Join fellow parishioners for breakfast, a faith based
video and small group discussion between Sunday
Masses (9:45 t010:45) in Mother Teresa Hall. This
session will be all about the Bible starting with “What
Every Catholic Needs to Know About the Bible” then
Jeff Cavin’s “The Bible Timeline” Let’s help each
other become better disciples!

For more information contact Jane Phillips-Tillman
410-241-0647 or tillman3js@live.com.

CATHOLIC IN RECOVERY IS NOW AT ST. MARY HELP OF
CHRISTIANS!

SATURDAYS AT 7AM SMITH HALL

Catholic in Recovery provides healing from
addictions, compulsions, and unhealthy attachments.
Meetings combine the spiritual principles of 12-step
recovery and the sacraments of the Catholic Church.
Join others in recovery as we overlap scripture from
Sunday’s Mass readings, liturgical themes, and
recovery topics with honest discussion and prayer.
Confidentiality is protected. For more information
visit www.catholicinrecovery.com and contact Jenny
T (916) 612-0337 with questions.

UPDATE ON OUR FRATERNUS CHAPTER!

Our challenge is still open to men of all ages to
deepen your faith, grow in virtue, and make an impact
on the young men of our parish. Men, we're
challenging you to join us in this brotherhood,
whether you're a father or not, and help us in our
mission. For more information, visit fraternus.org and
contact Scott Recher at rechersg@gmail.com or
Brett Dickason at brett.w.dickason@gmail.com.
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READINGS FOR AUG. 30 - SEP. 6, 2026
Sunday, Aug. 30 readings begin on page 372 of the
Word & Eucharist books found in the pews.

Sunday: Jer 20:7-9
Mt 16:21-27

Monday: 1 Cor 2:1-5

Tuesday: 1 Cor 2:10b-16
Lk 4:31-37

Wednesday: 1 Cor 3:1-9
Lk 4:38-44

Thursday: 1 Cor 3:18-23
Lk 5:1-11

Friday: 1 Cor 4:1-5
Lk 5:33-39

Saturday: 1 Cor 4:6b-15
Lk 6:1-5

Next Sunday: Ez 33:7-9
Rom 13:8-10

Ps 63:2-6, 8-9

Ps 119:97- 102

Rom 12:1-2

Lk 4:16-30
Ps 145:8-9,10-14

Ps 33:12-15, 20-21

Ps 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6

Ps 37:3-4, 5-6, 27-28, 39-40

Ps 145:17-18, 19-20, 21

Ps 95:1-2, 6-9

Mt 18:15-20

OLPi

HoLYy MASS INTENTIONS
Sunday Aug. 30

8:30am Lois Gniadowski
11:00am Pro Populo
1:00pm Brenda Graydon
Morgan

Monday Aug. 31
5:30pm Richard Griffis
Tuesday Sept. 01
5:30pm Curtis Blair
Wednesday Sept. 02
8:30am Pat Hannon
7:00pm Cristobal Casillas
Thursday Sept. 03
10:00pm Carol Reeve
5:30pm Gloria C. Marx

DEATHS/DIFUNTOS:

August 17 - Clark R. Saylor

Friday Sept. 04
5:30pm Pat Kruse
Saturday Sept. 05
8:00am Mary English
5:00pm Michael
DesRocheres

Joe Seaman

Bill & Loretta Nitch
Virginia Whitaker

Don Lemponen
Sunday Sept. 06
8:30am Thomas
Malinowski

11:00am Sharon Pawley
1:00pm Pro Populo

August 19 - Lawrence Hannigan

AOH (ANCIENT ORDER OF HIBERNIANS)

AOH next meeting in St. Michael Hall on Thursday,
September 17, from 7:00-8:00 p.m. New members
welcome. Any questions, please contact Paul Gaynor
at 908.692.9547 or paulvjg324@gmail.com.


https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2f%2f%2faiken.org%2fperpetual-eucharistic-adoration%2c&c=E,1,EbMP_mgC0lSskeqPuuIqMAi4EshIw3DYdUl9j0dnPUZiT7yJc7uUPeNyDJbHP6NRFdpeeBqoxXD-90_99bKISxdTgoNDTmFAV7FrOfObpJc00-u4kwDJFg3OKUCp&typo=1&ancr_add=1

SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION
HoLy BAPTISM

The birth of your child is such a gift! Let St. Mary’s
parish help you give the gift of new birth through the
waters of Holy Baptism. For a child to receive Baptism
at St. Mary’s, please note that at least one parent must
be a practicing Catholic, regularly attend Holy Mass,
participate in the life of the parish, and be registered at
St. Mary’s at least three months prior to requesting the
date for Baptism. In this, you become part of our wider
parish family! Parents must attend our Baptismal
Preparation session prior to the Baptism. The next
session is Sunday, September 20, 2026 at 10:00am in
Smith Hall. Registration is necessary so that we can
prepare for you. Please contact Chris Ascherman at
803.845.0568. Godparents are encouraged to attend a
Baptismal preparation class as well. Since godparents
promise to help raise your child in the practice of the
Catholic faith, godparents must be practicing Catholics
at whatever parish they attend.

HoLy COMMUNION AND CONFIRMATION

These incredible Sacraments nourish and strengthen
us in our Catholic faith so that we can live as “the light
of the world” (St. Matthew 5:14). Please note: Parents
and children must be registered with St. Mary’s and
faithfully attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of
Obligation. Two years of Faith Formation classes are
required to satisfy the attendance policy. The 2 year
process for First Communion begins in 1st grade, and
the 2 year process for Confirmation begins in 7th
grade. Catholic children registered at St. Mary’s school
are automatically enrolled in the sacramental program
through the school. You can register and pay the fee at
the parish office; registration forms can be found at
https://www.stmarys-aiken.org/ccd

If you have further questions, contact Derrick Huestis
at dhuestis@charlestondiocese.org

HoLy MATRIMONY

Congratulations! The world truly needs strong, faithful
couples. Our parish stands ready to help prepare you
for your life together in Christ. The Diocese of
Charleston requires a minimum of six months
preparation for the Sacrament of Marriage. Please
contact us as soon as you are engaged so that we can
share your joy and begin the process of reserving a
date for your special day. Please understand that not
all dates at the church may be available. For
information, call 803.649.4777 ext.114 to leave a
message for Kimberly Gaynor.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Are you seriously ill, facing surgery, or of advanced
age? Receive grace and strength from the Sacrament
of Anointing of the Sick, the Church’s Sacrament of
healing. Call 803.649.4777 ext. 113.

NEXT SCHEDULED BAPTISM DATE (ENGLISH)

Next Baptism is September 5 at 11:00am in New St.
Mary Church on Park Avenue.
e Baptism preparation class must have been
completed.
e All paperwork must be submitted to the office one
month prior to the date of Baptism.
For more information or to schedule a Baptism,
please call the parish office at 803.649.4777

INTERESTED IN BECOMING CATHOLIC?

ORDER OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS (OCIA)

Are you interested in becoming Catholic, or are you an
adult missing your sacrament of confirmation? OCIA
classes have now begun for those seeking to become
Catholic and receive the sacraments of initiation. We
are meeting at Mother Teresa Hall, 125 Union St SE at
6pm weekly. For questions, contact our DRE, Mr.
Derrick Huestis, at dhuestis@charlestondiocese.org

CATHOLIC YOUTH MINISTRY

Contact: Mrs. Hannah Katherine Dickason
hdickason@charlestondiocese.org
615.638.7137
For more details about Confirmation, Youth Ministry,
and our full calendar of events, please visit our
website or contact Hannah Dickason.

YOUTH MINISTRY

September 9 - Young Disciples Teen Leader Training
September 13 - Fraternus & Fidelis Kick-off
September 14 - Young Group Kick-off
September 16 - Young Disciples Kick-off
September 20 - Fraternus & Fidelis
September 21 - Youth Group

September 23 - Young Disciples
September 27 - Fraternus & Fidelis
September 28 - Youth Group

September 30 - Young Disciples

FAITH FORMATION (CCD)

Classes are over for the summer and will begin again
September 13th. Registration is now open, the form
can be found on the website or picked up at the
parish office. All forms and payments need to be
returned to the office. For questions, contact our
DRE, Mr. Derrick Huestis, at
dhuestis@charlestondiocese.org

More information about the Sacraments can be
found on our parish website:

www.stmarys-aiken.org
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THE WEEK AHEAD

Sunday Aug. 30

8:30am Mass

11:00am Mass

1:00pm Mass in Spanish
Monday, Aug. 31

9:30am Prayer Shawl Ministry

4:45pm Confessions
5:30pm Mass

Tuesday, Sep. 01
3:30pm Legion of Mary
4:45pm Confessions
5:30pm Mass
Wednesday, Sep. 02
8:30am Mass

3:00pm Legion of Mary
5:45pm Confessions
7:00pm Mass in Spanish
Thursday, Sep. 03
4:45pm Confessions
5:30pm Mass

Friday, Sep. 04

4:45pm Confessions
5:30pm Mass
Saturday, Sep. 05
8:00am Mass

3:30pm Confessions
5:00pm Vigil Mass
Sunday, Sep. 06
8:30am Mass

11:00am Mass

1:00pm Mass in Spanish
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Church
Church
Church

Smith Hall
Old Church
Old Church

Smith Hall
Old Church
Old Church

Church
Smith Hall Down
Church
Church

Old Church
Old Church

Old Church
Old Church

Old Church
Church
Church

Church
Church
Church

PARISH PERKS!

Join us for coffee and fellowship after the
Sunday 8:30am Mass in St. Michael Hall

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
We will begin a 15-week grief support group
beginning Tuesday, September 15, 2026. We use the
GriefShare program, a special, lay-led weekly
seminar and support group that embraces a biblical,
Christ-centered approach to grief
(www.griefshare.org).
Please join us for help and encouragement after the
death of a loved one. We provide a safe and loving
environment to encourage sharing and exchanging of
concerns and feelings, as you feel comfortable.
This group is open to all grieving people in our
community, regardless of religious affiliation. Please
pass the information along to anyone you know who
might need it. People may join the group at any
point.
The meetings are held from 3:30 p.m. until 5:00 p.m.
on Tuesdays in Mother Teresa Hall conference room
(125 Union Street, SE). We begin promptly at 3:30 so
that we may close at 5 p.m. to allow those in
attendance to attend 5:30 p.m. Mass if they so
choose. The schedule is as follows:
September 15, 2026- Loss of Spouse (this program
addresses those people who have
experienced the death of a spouse).
Beginning September 22, 2026, we begin the regular
13-week GriefShare program
On November 17, 2026, we have a one-time session
on Surviving the Holidays
The workbook fee is $20 and scholarships are
available. The registration form is available at St.
Mary’s parish office or you can register at
www.griefshare.org/find a group. Please contact
Karen Van Deren at
kvanderen@charlestondiocese.org for additional
information.
I will turn their mourning into joy; | will console and
gladden them after their sorrows
— Jeremiah 31:13

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY

All are welcome to join us, Wednesdays 9:30 - 11:00 AM,
in St. Michael Hall beginning September 9. We will study
Hebrews chapter 8. You might want to read chapters 1-7
to refresh your memory. Contact Martha:
whittimp@gmail.com or 865-599-8473.

THURSDAY BIBLE STUDY:

The Thursday Bible Study will not be meeting for the
summer and will begin meeting again on Thursday,
September 3rd when we will start reading the Book of
Ruth.


mailto:whittimp@gmail.com

St. Mary’s Parish School
118 York Street SE, Aiken, SC29801
Mr. Carlos Overstreet, Principal
Ph: 803.649.2071 Fax: 803.643.0092
excelatstmarys.com

Office Hours: 7:30am to 3:30pm Monday—Friday
(when school is in session)

PRAYERS FOR OUR NEW SCHOOL YEAR

As we settle into the new school year, our classrooms
are already filled with learning, prayer, laughter, and
new friendships. Thank you to our parish family for
your continued support of parish school. Your
prayers, generosity, and encouragement help make it
possible for us to provide an excellent Catholic
education for our students. Please continue to keep
our students, teachers, staff, and families in your
prayers as we grow together in wisdom, virtue, and
love of Christ throughout the year.

EDUCATION IN VIRTUE

Each week, our students will focus on a different
Catholic virtue through our Education in Virtue
program developed by the Dominican Sisters of Mary,
Mother of the Eucharist. This program helps students
understand and practice virtues such as kindness,
patience, responsibility, courage, and generosity in
their everyday lives. Through age-appropriate lessons
and activities, we encourage our students to grow not
only in knowledge, but also in character and holiness
as they strive to become the people God created
them to be.

CWA KicK-OFF DINNER - SEPTEMBER 16

SAVE THE DATE! - The Catholic Women’s Association
will be holding its annual Kick-Off Dinner on
Wednesday, September 16 in Mother Teresa Hall.
Doors open at 6 pm, with dinner being served after
the 5:30 pm Mass. All women of the parish are invited
to join us for some food, fellowship, and FUN! More
details to come. Hope to see you there!

MiLLIONS OF MONICAS

Are you a mother, grandmother, aunt, or Confirmation
sponsor? Please join with other Catholic women who,
like St. Monica, pray together for our children to
return to the practice of their Catholic faith. Our
mission is to encounter God through prayer for
ourselves and our children, to grow in holiness and
humility, and to help our children return to the faith.
We will meet on Wednesday, September 16th at 1:00
pm in Old St. Mary's. If you have not signed up for
Flocknote, please do so, and join the Millions of
Monicas group to receive a monthly reminder of our
prayer meeting.

A FRANCISCAN MINUTE FOR THE JUBILEE
“While you are proclaiming peace with your lips, be
careful to have it even more fully in your heart.”
The Secular Franciscans meet the 3rd Monday
@6:15PM in St. Michael's Hall.

RESPECT LIFE

From mid-August through the end of October,
Respect Life Month, the USCCB Committee on Pro-
Life Activities is inviting Catholics to join a focused
effort of prayer and action to stop the spread of
abortion pills. In addition to invoking the
intercession of St. Joseph, Defender of Life,
participants can learn about the danger of abortion
pills, and can send messages to pharmacies and
pharmaceutical companies that are involved.
Parishioners are encouraged to sign up at
https://www.respectlife.org/ For more information
email Cbrown@charlestondiocese.org

RESPECT LIFE

The annual National Day of Remembrance for
Aborted Children will be observed on Saturday, Sept.
12, 2026. The St. Mary's Respect Life Ministry and
LIFE Runners group will honor this solemn occasion
with a prayer gathering at the Memorial for the
Unborn in front of Old St. Mary's following 8:00 Mass.
All are welcome; please join us, rain or shine.

Retrouvaille Marriage Help offers a welcoming and
loving space to couples who have been living with the
misery of a failing marriage. Retrouvaille offers hope:
hope that it is not too late, hope of a different and
better marriage. Retrouvaille helps couples to show
each other mercy through the opportunities it
provides to listen, to forgive, to be reconciled and to
move into their futures believing that God loves them
and with His help and their efforts, their marriages
can be healed and restored. Retrouvaille provides
help for marriage problems/difficulties/ crises.
Inquire for yourself, a friend, or a relative.

For more information about an upcoming
Retrouvaille Weekend program in Charlotte area on
Oct 2nd-4th, 2026 for couples,

Email: bill-lyn@helpourmarriage.org or Call: 727-343-
6701 Website: www.HelpOurMarriage.org
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EspAacio DE NUESTRO PARROCO

Cargando la Cruz
Queridos feligreses:

Si deseamos seguir a Cristo y alcanzar la salvacion,
debemos aprender a cargar nuestra cruz. De esto
habld Jesus a sus discipulos en el Evangelio de hoy.
¢Cdémo es nuestra propia experiencia del sufrimiento?
¢:Qué pensamientos vienen a nuestra mente cuando
escuchamos la palabra “cruz”?

El cristianismo trata sobre el amor, pero la caridad
y la cruz son inseparables. El lenguaje del amor es la
cruz. La cruz es siempre una bendicién. La cruz nos
transforma y nos enriquece. Hace nuestra vida mas
humana y mas profunda porque nos ensefia a amar y
comprender a nuestros semejantes. Si no hemos
sufrido, es imposible comprender verdaderamente a
los demas. Si, la cruz nos duele, nos humilla y siempre
parece injusta. Cuando observamos la cruz de
nuestro préjimo, siempre parece mas ligera, mientras
que nuestra propia cruz parece imposible de llevar.

Pedro se escandaliza ante la perspectiva de los
sufrimientos del Mesias e intenta impedirselos. La
respuesta de Cristo es muy dura: “jApartate de mi,
Satanas! TuU eres para mi ocasion de tropiezo.” Estas
son las mismas palabras que Jesus dirigi6 al tentador
en el desierto. Y afiade: “Porque tus pensamientos no
son los de Dios, sino los de los hombres.” Esta es la
tentacién de todas las épocas.

La cruz y el sufrimiento parecen ser ideas de
tiempos oscuros del pasado. Sin embargo, Cristo nos
los presenta como condicién indispensable para ser
sus discipulos. El verdadero seguidor de Cristo
adopta estas actitudes: negarse a si mismo, cargar
con su cruz y seguirlo. Esto significa soportar las
dificultades y afrontar de frente las situaciones de
deshonra, prueba o sufrimiento que surgen cada dia.
El verdadero seguidor de Cristo esta dispuesto a dar
su vida por EL, si fuera necesario.

Cuando Jesus proclama: “;De qué le sirve al
hombre ganar el mundo entero si pierde su alma?”,
nos invita no a rechazar los bienes de este mundo,
sino a administrarlos responsablemente, siguiendo su
propio ejemplo.

Oremos hoy a Cristo:

"Sefor, no puedo huir de la cruz. La encuentro a lo
largo de toda mi vida: en los dolores de mi cuerpo y
en las penas de mi alma; en la tribulacidn, el fracaso,
el miedo y la angustia; en la desesperacion, la duda,
las dificultades y el trabajo. La vida no siempre es un
camino de rosas. TU me has dado el ejemplo de lo que
significa cargar con la cruz. Dame la gracia y la
fortaleza para seguirte no solo durante esta
temporada, sino hasta el Calvario."

Les deseo todo lo mejor... en Cristo,
Padre Wilson
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FORMACION CRISTIANA

LAs LECTURAS DE LAS ESCRITURAS DEL 30 DE AGOSTO AL 6
DE SEPTIEMBRE, 2026

Las lecturas para domingo, el 30 de agosto
comienzan en la pagina 373 en el libro “Palabra y
Eucharistia”

Domingo: Jr20,7-9  Sal62,2-6.8-9  Rom 12, 1-2
Mt 16, 21-27
Lunes:1Co2,1-5  Sal118,97-102  Lc4,16-30

Martes: 1 Co 2,10-16
Lc 4, 31-37

Miércoles: 1 Co 3, 1-9
Lc 4,38-44

Jueves: 1 Co 3,18-23
Lcb, 111

Viernes: 1 Co 4, 1-5
Lc 5,33-39

Sabado: 1 Co 4, 6-15
Lc6,1-5

Domingo siguiente: Ez 33, 7-9
Rom 13, 8-10/Mt 18, 15-2

Sal 144, 8-9.10-14
Sal 32, 12-13. 14-15. 20-21
Sal23,1-2. 3-4.5-6
Sal 36, 3-4. 5-6. 27-28. 39-40
Sal 144, 17-18.19-20. 21

Sal 94, 1-2. 6-7.7-9

OLPi

Las intenciones para las Misas diarias
se encuentran en la pagina tres (3)

iEL CONSULADO DE MEXICO ESTARA EN AIKEN!

El Consulado General de México estara visitando
Aiken los dias 26 y 27 de septiembre para brindar sus
servicios a nuestra comunidad.
IMPORTANTE:

Para conocer el proceso de citas, los servicios
disponibles y recibir cualquier actualizacion, les
pedimos estar atentos a las redes sociales oficiales
del Consulado General de México en Raleigh,
especialmente en Facebook.

Por favor, no llame a la oficina de la parroquia para
solicitar una cita, ya que no podremos programarlas
ni proporcionar informacion sobre la disponibilidad.
iLes recomendamos seguir al Consulado en sus
redes sociales y compartir esta informacién con
familiares y amigos!

¢ERES NUEVO EN LA PARROQUIA?

iTe damos la bienvenida a la familia de Santa Maria!

Te invitamos a registrarte y ser parte activa de
nuestra comunidad. Al hacerlo, podras crecer con
nosotros en el amor y conocimiento de Jesucristo,
a través de la celebracion fiel de los sacramentos y

el estudio de la Palabra de Dios.
Pide un formulario al equipo de hospitalidad y
traelo el proximo domingo, o si prefieres, puedes
registrarte en linea desde nuestra pagina web.



SAGRADO SACRAMENTOS

SANTO BAUTISMO
iELl Bautismo es un regalo de vida nueva!
Para bautizar en Sta. Maria, al menos uno de los
padres debe ser catdlico practicante, asistir a Misa y
estar registrado en la parroquia por lo menos 3 meses
antes de pedir fecha. Ambos padres deben tomar
clases pre-bautismales. Los padrinos deben ser
catolicos practicantes.

Proximas clase: 13 de Septiembre 2026

Registro requerido.
Contacto: Reyna Salas - 404.886.5653

SAGRADA COMUNION Y CONFIRMACION
Estos increibles sacramentos nos alimentan y
fortalecen en nuestra fe catoélica para que podamos
vivir como «la luz del mundo» (San Mateo 5:14).
Importante: Los padres y los hijos deben estar inscritos
en la parroquia de St. Mary's y asistir fielmente a la
Santa Misa los domingos y en los Dias Santos de
Precepto.
Se requieren dos afos de clases de Formacion en la Fe
para cumplir con la politica de asistencia.

e Elproceso de dos afos para la Primera Comunidn

comienza en 1.2 grado.
e Elproceso de dos afios para la Confirmacion
comienza en 7.2 grado.

Los nifios catdlicos inscritos en la escuela St. Mary's son
inscritos automaticamente en el programa sacramental
através de la escuela.
Puede inscribirse y pagar la cuota en la oficina
parroquial. Los formularios de inscripcion estan
disponibles en:
Para mas informacién sobre contactarse con

Derrick Huestis 803-716-8451 o
dhuestis@charlestondiocese.org.

SANTO MATRIMONIO

iFelicidades! El mundo realmente necesita parejas
fuertes y fieles en Cristo. La Diécesis de Charleston
requiere una preparacion minima de seis meses para el
Sacramento del Matrimonio, asi que comuniquese con
nosotros tan pronto como se comprometa para que
podamos compartir su alegria y comenzar el proceso de
reservar una fecha para su dia especial. Para registrarse
y obtener mas informacién por favor comuniquese con
Sonia Jimenes 803.508.5370

UNCION DE ENFERMOS

¢Esta gravemente enfermo, se enfrenta a una cirugia o
es de edad avanzada? Reciba la gracia y la fuerza del
Sacramento de la Uncidn de los Enfermos, el
Sacramento de sanacion de la Iglesia. Comuniquese con
803.649.4777 ext. 100

Préoxima Fecha de Bautismo en Espafiol
12 de Septiembre 2026 a las 11:00am en la iglesia
Nueva.
e Las clases de preparacion para el bautismo
deben haber sido completadas
e Toda la documentacion deben presentarse en
la oficina un mes antes de la fecha del

bautismo.
Para obtener mas informacion o si desea
programar un bautismo, llame a la oficina

parroquial Adriana Galvan al 803.649.4777 x 100

¢INTERESADO EN CONVERTIRSE EN CATOLICO?
¢Esta interesado en convertirse en catolico, o es un
adulto que aun no ha recibido el sacramento de la
confirmacion? Las clases de RICA comenzaran en
agosto para aquellas personas que desean
convertirse en catélicas y recibir los sacramentos
de iniciacion.
Favor de Contactar a Derrock Huestis 803-716-8451

MINISTERIO CATOLICO PARA JOVENES
Contacto: Sra. Hannah Katherine Dickason
hdickason@charlestondiocese.org
615.638.7137
Ministerio Juvenil — Septiembre
9 de septiembre — Capacitacion para Lideres
Adolescentes de Young Disciples
13 de septiembre — Inicio de Fraternus & Fidelis
14 de septiembre — Inicio del Grupo Juvenil
16 de septiembre — Inicio de Young Disciples
20 de septiembre — Fraternus & Fidelis
21 de septiembre — Grupo Juvenil
23 de septiembre — Young Disciples
27 de septiembre — Fraternus & Fidelis
28 de septiembre — Grupo Juvenil
30 de septiembre — Young Disciples

REZO DEL SANTO ROSARIO
Todos los domingos, a las 12:30pm, antes de la Misa
en espafol, estd invitado a saludar a la Santisima
Virgen con la oracién del Santo Rosario. Si gustas
participar dirigiendo esta oracidon, comunicate con
Carlos Fierros y Nancy Rubio al 803.645.9169.

CATECISMO
Las clases han terminado por el verano y
comenzardn nuevamente el 13 de Septiembre. Las
inscripciones ya estan abiertas; el formulario se
puede encontrar en el sitio web o recoger una copia
en la oficina parroquial. Todos los formularios y
pagos deben ser entregados en la oficina.
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ESCUELA PARROQUIAL DE SANTA MARIA
118 York Street SE, Aiken, SC 29801
Sr. Carlos Overstreet, Director
803.649.2071 Fax: 803.643.0092
excelatstmarys.com

Horario de Oficina: 7:.30am a 3:30pm lunes a
viernes (cuando la escuela estd en sesion)

Oraciones por Nuestro Nuevo Ao Escolar

Mientras nos adaptamos al nuevo afo escolar, nuestros
salones de clase ya estan llenos de aprendizaje, oracion,
risas y nuevas amistades. Gracias a nuestra familia
parroquial por su continuo apoyo a la escuela de la
parroquia. Sus oraciones, generosidad y palabras de
animo hacen posible que podamos brindar una
excelente educacién catoélica a nuestros estudiantes.
Les pedimos que sigan teniendo presentes en sus
oraciones a nuestros alumnos, maestros, personal y
familias, para que crezcamos juntos en sabiduria, virtud
y amor a Cristo durante todo el afo.

Educacion en la Virtud

Cada semana, nuestros estudiantes se enfocaran en una
virtud catodlica diferente a través de nuestro programa
Educacion en la Virtud, desarrollado por las Hermanas
Dominicas de Maria, Madre de la Eucaristia. Este
programa ayuda a los estudiantes a comprender y
practicar virtudes como la bondad, la paciencia, la
responsabilidad, la valentia y la generosidad en su vida
diaria. Mediante lecciones y actividades apropiadas
para cada edad, animamos a nuestros estudiantes a
crecer no solo en conocimiento, sino también en
caracter y santidad, mientras se esfuerzan por
convertirse en las personas que Dios los creo para ser.

LEGION DE MARIA

Invita a toda la comunidad a participar en la
Entronizacion del Sagrado Corazdn de Jesus en
sus hogares. Esta hermosa devocién nos ayuda a

acercarnos mas al corazon de Jesus y a vivir

nuestra fe en familia. jAnimate a preparar tu
hogar para recibir al Sagrado Corazon! Para mas
informacion communicate con Alejandra Tamyo

803-480-3394

¢Embarazo Inesperado?

iNo estds sola! Recursos de ayuda gratuitos:

Ministerio Respeto a la Vida 803.634.3171

Centro de Atencion de Embarazo Life Choices
803.648.9890 https://pregnancyaiken.com
Birth Right Columbia 803.765.0165
Linea de ayuda 24/7 1.800.550.4900
https://birthright.org

EVENTOS PARA LA PROXIMA SEMANA

Domingo, 30 de Agosto
8:00am Misa en inglés
11:00amMisa en inglés
1:00pm Misa espahnol
Lunes, 31 de Agosto
4:45pm Confesiones
5:30pm Misa

6:00pm Legién de Maria
7:00pm Pequefia Comunidad
Martes, O1 de Septiembre
4:45pm Confesiones
5:30pm Misa

7:00pm RICA

Miércoles, 02 de Septiembre
8:30am Misa

6:15pm Confesiones
7:00pm Misa en espafol
Jueves, 03 de Septimbre
4:45pm Confesiones
5:30pm Misa

7:00pm Grupo de Oracion
Viernes, 04 de Septiembre
4:45pm Confesiones
5:30pm Misa

Sabado, 05 de Septiembre
8:00am Misa

3:30pm Confesiones
5:00pm Misa de Vigilia
Domingo, 06 de Septiembre
8:30am Misa

11:00am Misa

11:00am Practica del Coro
1:00pm Misa en espafol

iUNIDOS EN ORACION!

Iglesia
Iglesia
Iglesia

Iglesia Antigua
Iglesia Antigua
Smith

Santa Teresa

Iglesia Antigua
Iglesia Antigua
Salén  Smith

Iglesia
Iglesia Antigua
Iglesia Antigua

Iglesia Antigua
Iglesia Antigua
Iglesia Antigua

Iglesia Antigua
Iglesia Antigua

Iglesia Antigua
Iglesia
Iglesia

Iglesia
Iglesia
San Miguel
Iglesia

Te invitamos a ser parte del Grupo de Oracidon que se

reiune todos los jueves a las 7:00pm en la Iglesia

Antigua. Este es un espacio especial donde nos

unimos como comunidad para orar, reflexionar y

fortalecer nuestra relacion con Dios.

-Ven con un corazon dispuesto a recibir bendiciones.
No importa si es tu primera vez, todos son

bienvenidos.

-Un momento para la paz y la esperanza.

iTe esperamos con los brazos abiertos!

La oficina parroquial ofrece asistencia en espafnol de lunes a viernes,
Page 9 de 8:30 a.m. a 2:00 p.m. Durante este horario, podra encontrar apoyo disponible.
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SHELLHOUSE m SHELLHOUSE-RIVERS I EUNERETA| Collette R Ball Ins Agcy Inc

= Retirement Collette Ball, Agent

) e - Planning s
Honor a life well lived. « College Savings Parishioner
— Plans 3066 Whiskey Rd
= Financial Planning Aiken, SC 29803
Stephen Anaclerio Bus 803-648-2973

Financial Advisor

One 10th Street Suite 600 Cell 803-295-6894
Augusta, GA 30901

oIIette ball.crmh@statefarm.com
924 Hayne Ave. Aiken ast Pine Log Rd. Aiken 803'6,42'70,44 (%State’.'arm
803-642-3456 803-641-4401* Stephenj.anaclerio@

ShellhouseFuneralHome.com ShellhouseRiversFuneralHome.com morganstanley.com .
© 2014 Morgan Stanley Smith The greatest compliment
! = Crcoursen oo you can give is a referral.

Fax 803-335-2273

WICKS & 2 ol N 2460 ed Service Since
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FREDandKT@gmail.com “ Aiken PEST CONTROL
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| Sissors
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— OR A FURNITURE STORE - =" —
CUtS ﬁcomfort We're a one-stop destination where
style meets comfort. Our unique concept ' "\
8 03 2 62 51 41 combines expert hair :tle‘inIg uwith high- |

end furniture & home goods.

225 Richland Ave E
Aiken, SC 29801

Our Model is Consignment, Good
Quality but Reasonable Prices

/ CUMBERLAND VILLAGE

’ A GOLDEN BELL COMMUNITY

* Independent Living * Assisted Living * In-Home Care

e Located on 35 acres, a staple in Aiken for 30+ years
* Only community in Aiken with full continuum of care with no large buy-in

803.335.5280
3335 Wise Creek Lane, Aiken, SC 29801

ST. JOSEPH FLOORING ~x _s 2y | Advertise Here!

Hardwood Installation & Refinishing

803.998.6921

Anthony Sedano, Parishioner

Contact Morgan Walters
mwalters@4LPi.com | (800) 950-9952 x5771

Little

MILTON SHEALY

Suneval Some

At Milton Shealy Funeral Home-Aiken Chapel,
we walk beside your family in faith. From
coordinating with local parishes to honoring ' _— =
each Catholic rite with care, your loved one is Rooted in Tradition. Guided by Faith.
entrusted to compassionate & prayerful hands. 803.649.6234

@ For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com St. Mary Help of Christians, Aiken, SC 16-0095
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Cell: 803-439-1357

E-mail: cbrennan@meybohm.com
142 Laurens St. NW « Aiken, SC 29801

T 1 1
Hutson-Etherredge
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Personal Insurance ¢ Business Insurance
Medical & Life Insurance ¢ Discounts
129 PARK AVE. SW | 803-649-5141
INFO@HECOS.COM | WWW.HECOS.COM

1028 Hayne
Avenue SW
ADULT# CARE SERVICES, INnc. Aiken, SC 29801

3 g 24/7 Care | Respite Care | Alzheimer's & Related Dementia Care
\ G Grocery Shopping | Light Housekeeping | Laundry | Meal Preparation
. - Hospital/Facility Sitting | Companionship | Transportation
. Home Health/Palliative/Hospice Support | Errands
\ F L Medication Reminders | Bathing Assistance | Dressing Assistance
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Wiland-Foley Wealth Advisory Group

OF JANNEY MONTGOMERY SCOTT LLC

SINGER WEALTH MANAGEMENT GROUP

fa o T P ESUTE C =T OF JANNEY MONTGOMERY SCOTT LLC
MANAGEMENT TEAM: 2025 & 2026 Elder Law e Probate =

Wiland-Foley Wealth Advisory Group Medicaid Asset Preservation SCOTT SINGER
?Bf?»??ﬂﬂ“?&"‘l’.li’: it Guardianships « Conservatorships : r;i Vi;e:ﬁl?em: T AR
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For mora information obout any owards www.lindafarronkna pp.com www.singenwealthmanagementgroup.com

referenced, inchuding relevant criterla, ploase
vigit fanneyoomiawards- disclosures or

803'335'1 431 I 803'541 '7676 JANN;EY MONTGOMERY SCOTT LLC | 401PARK AVENUE, SW, AIKEN, SC 29801

Call for an appOIntment WWW.JANNEY.COM | © JANNEY MONTGOMERY SCOTT LLC
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———— 135 Laurens St SW, Suite 200, Aiken RS e SPC
As a CFP® Fiduciary Client’s Interest Always Come First RON’ S Eﬁgmg‘ﬁggffgs
William Coscioni CFP®, CPA \ V' 4 : Professional Import
803-644-0701 WEALTHCARE HoME REPAIR SERVICE 3 Iy i
* Financial Planning ® Investment Management No Job Too Small 643-9266

Painting & Other Services 460 Silver Bluff Rd.

* Tax Planning & Preparation
9 Ron Tugya-Parishioner Steve Young

“A Registered Investment Advisor”
(Fee only - No product commissions accepted) AIKEN, S.C.

O
910 Dougherty Road, Aiken, SC 29803 | www.wealthcare910.com 803"642—9 344 For AU Your Tnpont Heede Pari;mgwr ﬁ

Maricoll Coll BRADLEY PLUMBING
;’,'i;‘:e:;:r(n,‘;:;;“) ELLEN E. MILLER LLC RERENCKNG

Tax Services, Personal & Business 150 RUTLAND DRIVE NW

AS06-1963973-1

J] Gift
LA, Certific

Licensed Marriage & Family Therapist
203 Laurens St.

3 : AIKEN, SC 29801
- : 1952 2
Certified in New York & South Carolina Aiken, SC 29801 i Availa S LUVBING - TEATING ~VENTILATION
0:803-649-9507 - C: 803-998-6401 803.643.0173 1860 Richland Avenue We Timothy W. Redd " (803) 649-2155
jewitty@att.net - Parishioner By Appt. Only 803-226-0495 Bl EAX: 642-2963

) Durban-Laird

.’ Insurance ..
Paul W. Durban, CIC (=
Durban-Laird’s, Inc. -

Insurance Agents & Brokers
155 Laurens Street, SW « P.O. Box 422

Never R Al FREE AD h
missour ==/ DESIGNWITH

Alken, SC 29802
P“RBH ASE nr Ph (803) 649-2561 = Fax (803) 648-8760
paul@durban-laird.com
Get this bulletin o FUNERAL HOME
delivered straight to = 1" & CREMATION SERVICE INC.
your inbox every week. iy Sy 803.648.7175
LT Tl , = 1544 University Pkwy
to subscri TS SSe e Aiken, SC 29801

Family Owned & Operated Since 2007

A Serving with faith, knowledge,
compassion, and love.
TI_IA]TEWEQB E’E PDAY Providing assisted living it Ou, iy Brcame A Foste Of Y

Monday - Friday:
and memory care s€rvices. 7:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

420 Hitchcock Pk
Call (803) 884-9850 Aiken sC
for more information 803-648-6400
3400 WHISKEY ROAD . _ Parishioners
AIKEN, SC 29803 www.shirerfamilydentistry.com
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	Welcome to St. Mary Help of Christians
	Parish of the Catholic Diocese of Charleston
	Contact Us
	St. Mary Help of Christians Catholic Church
	Parish Office:  203 Park Avenue SE, Aiken, SC 29801  803.649.4777  parishofficestmaryaiken@charlestondiocese.org  Website: www.stmarys-aiken.org  Locations   St. Mary’s Church:   138 Fairfield Street SE  Old St. Mary’s:           125 Park Ave. SE Ste Claire Chapel:    125 Park Ave. SE
	Parish Office Hours  Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday
	8:30am – 12noon & 1:00pm – 4:30pm  Closed for lunch from 12noon – 1:00pm
	Wednesday: 8:30am - 1:30pm
	(By appointment only after 1:30pm on Wednesdays)

	Holy Mass Schedule
	Sunday Vigil (Saturday) 5:00pm - Church
	Sunday 8:30am, 11:00am - Church
	Domingo Misa en español, 1:00pm - Iglesia

	Weekday Mass Schedule
	Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. 5:30pm - Old St. Mary’s
	Wednesday 8:30am - Church
	Miércoles 7:00pm - Iglesia Antigua
	Thursday Nursing Home 10:00am
	Saturday Morning Mass 8:00am - Old St. Mary’s

	Confessions
	Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. 4:45 - 5:15pm - Old St. Mary’s
	Wed. 6:15 - 6:45pm - Old St. Mary’s
	Saturday 3:30 - 4:30pm - Church
	Perpetual Adoration - St. Claire Chapel
	Rosary - Before Daily Mass

	Pre Recorded Mass (On YouTube)
	Sunday Mass

	Sunday Homilies Online
	Audio versions of all the weekend homilies are
	available on St. Mary’s website at www.stmarys-
	aiken.org. Scroll to the bottom of the home page
	and click on “Listen to Homilies”.

	Nursery
	Available during 8:30 & 11:00am Sunday Masses in Mother Teresa Conference Room - Ages 6 months to less than 5 years.
	The Most Rev. Jacques E. Fabre-Jeune, CS Bishop of Charleston Parish Clergy  Very Rev. Richard C. Wilson, VF, Pastor Rev. Michael Ghattas, Parochial Vicar Dcn. Alejandro Leguizamon         Dcn. Al Matousek         Dcn. Robert Pierce                          Dcn. Stephen Platte Staff Mr. Patrick Wray, Director of Administration  803.649.4777 ext. 112  pwray@charlestondiocese.org Mrs. Kimberly Gaynor, Administrative Assistant    to Fr. Wilson 803.649.4777 ext. 114   kgaynor@charlestondiocese.org Mr. Carlos Overstreet, Principal, St. Mary’s School     803.649.2071 coverstreet@stmaryschoolaiken.com Mrs. Colleen Wittenborn, Finance Manager   803.649.4777 ext. 102   cwittenborn@charlestondiocese.org Mrs. Kara Keenan, Parish Secretary    803.649.4777 ext. 113   kkeenan@charlestondiocese.org Mrs. Adriana Galvan, Hispanic Secretary   803.649.4777 ext. 100    Agalvan@charlestondiocese.org Mr. Derrick Huestis, Director of Religious Education    803.716.8451 (c)   dhuestis@charlestondiocese.org Mrs. Hannah Dickason, Director of Youth Ministry   615.638.7137 (c)     hdickason@charlestondiocese.org Mr. V. Franklin Deese II, Parish Musician    706.550.5047 (c)   fdeese@charlestondiocese.org


	St. Vincent de Paul Society
	Open Monday — Thursday
	9:00am —1:00pm
	Closed On Fridays

	Totals as of Sunday July 26
	Offertory                                  Aug 02               $  19,187
	Online Offertory                    Aug 02               $  13,979
	Offertory                                  Aug 09               $  17,276
	Online Offertory                    Aug 09               $  23,065
	Offertory                                  Aug 16                $  15,739
	Online Offertory                    Aug 16                $  14,583
	Offertory                                  Aug 23                $  12,827
	Online Offertory                    Aug 23                $  14,237
	Total Annual Budget                     $  2,191,505
	Wheelchair Express
	We are in need of additional Wheelchair Express drivers for 8:30 Sunday Mass at the New Church on Fairfield Street. Volunteers would rotate with others once every three weeks or so.
	Wheelchair Express is available for anyone needing wheelchair assistance into the sanctuary and back to their vehicles after Mass on Sundays. Volunteers are present 30 minutes before each of the Masses.
	If you are interested in helping with this ministry, please contact Bobbie or George Sich at 740-981-2961
	Gift Shop The Gift Shop will be closed for the month of August, reopening the weekend after Labor Day before and after the Vigil Mass on Saturday September 12th and Sunday September 13th from 9am to 1pm.
	Social  Media Scams to be  Aware of   If you receive emails  or texts sent in my name  or other parish/school staff,  asking for financial help in one form or another, please know that neither I, nor any parish employee, will ever ask you for donations of any kind via social media.  Please do not respond to any message that you may receive. Thank you and God bless, Fr. Wilson
	AA Open Meeting  AA open meeting at 7:00am Sunday thru Friday in Smith Hall, Downstairs (next to Old St. Mary’s). Newcomers are welcome!

	That Man Is You!
	Apostles of the New Springtime  St. Mary Help of Christians Catholic Church begins a new year of That Man Is You! on Friday, September 11, 2026 in Mother Teresa Hall. Doors open at 6:00 AM; the session starts at 6:25 AM.
	This year’s program, Apostles of the New Springtime, will lead men to witness the heroic courage and devotion of the Apostles, trace how the faith spread from the earliest Church through the Apostolic and Early Church Fathers, and discover how God continues to call each of us into His mission today. Participants will be invited into the missionary vision of Paradisus Dei and encouraged to discern their personal mission field as modern apostles.

	Pastor’s Corner
	+JMJ+
	Bearing the Cross
	Dear Parishioners,
	If we wish to follow Christ and find salvation we must learn to carry our cross. This is what Jesus spoke to his disciples about today in the Gospel. What is our own experience of suffering like? What thoughts come to mind when we say the word “cross”?
	Christianity is about love, but charity and the cross are inseparable. The language of love is the cross. The cross is always a blessing. The cross transforms us and enriches us. It makes our life more human and profound because it teaches us to love and understand our neighbors. If we have not suffered, it is impossible to truly understand others. Yes, the cross hurts us, it humiliates us, and it always seems unjust. When we look at our neighbor’s cross, it always seems lighter, while our own cross seems impossible to bear.
	Peter is scandalized by the prospect of the Messiah’s sufferings and tries to stop him. Christ’s response is very harsh: “Get behind me, Satan! For you are to me an occasion of scandal.” These are the same words that Jesus spoke to the tempter in the desert. And he adds: “For you are not thinking as God thinks but as man thinks.” This is the temptation of every age.
	The cross and suffering seem to be ideas from the dark days of the past. Nevertheless, Christ presents them to us as the indispensable condition for being his disciple. The true follower of Christ takes on these attitudes: denying oneself, bearing the cross and following Him. This means bearing difficulties, facing head on the situations of infamy, trial, or suffering that come up each day. The true follower of Christ is ready to lay down his or her life for Him, if necessary.
	When Jesus proclaims: “What would it profit a man to gain the whole world and lose his soul,” he is inviting us not to reject the goods of this world, but to administer them responsibly, following his own example.
	Pray to Christ today: “Lord, I cannot flee from the cross. I encounter it all throughout my life: in the pains of my body and in the sorrow of my soul; in tribulation, failure, fear, and anguish; in despair, doubt, difficulties, and work. Life is not always a bed of roses. You have given me an example of what it means to carry my cross. Give me the grace and the strength to follow you not just through this season, but all the way to Calvary.”
	All the best…in Christ,
	Father Wilson



	Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration
	in Ste Claire Chapel
	Needing Peace in Your Heart?
	Jesus offers it!  Be not Afraid!

	Sunday Morning Cafe’ (Catholic Faith Exploration)
	Learn more about our faith and build friendships with our parish family at Cafe’, which begins September 13. Join fellow parishioners for breakfast, a faith based video and small group discussion between Sunday Masses (9:45 to10:45) in Mother Teresa Hall. This session will be all about the Bible starting with “What Every Catholic Needs to Know About the Bible” then Jeff Cavin’s “The Bible Timeline.” Let’s help each other become better disciples!
	For more information contact Jane Phillips-Tillman 410-241-0647 or tillman3js@live.com.
	Catholic in Recovery is now at St. Mary Help of Christians! Saturdays at 7AM Smith Hall Catholic in Recovery provides healing from addictions, compulsions, and unhealthy attachments. Meetings combine the spiritual principles of 12-step recovery and the sacraments of the Catholic Church. Join others in recovery as we overlap scripture from Sunday’s Mass readings, liturgical themes, and recovery topics with honest discussion and prayer. Confidentiality is protected.  For more information visit www.catholicinrecovery.com and contact Jenny T (916) 612-0337 with questions.

	Update on our Fraternus Chapter!
	Our challenge is still open to men of all ages to deepen your faith, grow in virtue, and make an impact on the young men of our parish. Men, we're challenging you to join us in this brotherhood, whether you're a father or not, and help us in our mission. For more information, visit fraternus.org and contact Scott Recher at rechersg@gmail.com or Brett Dickason at brett.w.dickason@gmail.com.
	Page 3


	Readings for Aug. 30 - Sep. 6, 2026
	Sunday, Aug. 30 readings begin on page 372 of the Word & Eucharist books found in the pews.
	©LPi


	Holy Mass Intentions
	Sunday Aug. 30
	8:30am Lois Gniadowski
	11:00am Pro Populo
	1:00pm Brenda Graydon Morgan

	Monday Aug. 31
	5:30pm Richard Griffis

	Tuesday Sept. 01
	5:30pm  Curtis Blair

	Wednesday Sept. 02
	8:30am  Pat Hannon
	7:00pm  Cristobal Casillas

	Thursday Sept. 03
	10:00pm  Carol Reeve
	5:30pm  Gloria C. Marx

	Friday Sept. 04
	5:30pm  Pat Kruse

	Saturday Sept. 05
	8:00am Mary English
	5:00pm Michael DesRocheres
	Joe Seaman
	Bill & Loretta Nitch
	Virginia Whitaker
	Don Lemponen

	Sunday Sept. 06
	8:30am Thomas Malinowski
	11:00am Sharon Pawley
	1:00pm Pro Populo


	Deaths/Difuntos:
	August 17 - Clark R. Saylor
	August 19 - Lawrence Hannigan
	AOH (Ancient Order of Hibernians) AOH next meeting in St. Michael Hall on Thursday, September 17, from 7:00-8:00 p.m. New members welcome. Any questions, please contact Paul Gaynor at 908.692.9547 or paulvjg324@gmail.com.


	Sacramental Information
	Holy Baptism The birth of your child is such a gift! Let St. Mary’s parish help you give the gift of new birth through the waters of Holy Baptism. For a child to receive Baptism at St. Mary’s, please note that at least one parent must be a practicing Catholic, regularly attend Holy Mass, participate in the life of the parish, and be registered at St. Mary’s at least three months prior to requesting the date for Baptism. In this, you become part of our wider parish family! Parents must attend our Baptismal Preparation session prior to the Baptism. The next session is Sunday, September 20, 2026 at 10:00am in Smith Hall. Registration is necessary so that we can prepare for you. Please contact Chris Ascherman at 803.845.0568. Godparents are encouraged to attend a Baptismal preparation class as well. Since godparents promise to help raise your child in the practice of the Catholic faith, godparents must be practicing Catholics at whatever parish they attend.  Holy Communion and Confirmation These incredible Sacraments nourish and strengthen us in our Catholic faith so that we can live as “the light of the world” (St. Matthew 5:14). Please note: Parents and children must be registered with St. Mary’s and faithfully attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation. Two years of Faith Formation classes are required to satisfy the attendance policy. The 2 year process for First Communion begins in 1st grade, and the 2 year process for Confirmation begins in 7th grade. Catholic children registered at St. Mary’s school are automatically enrolled in the sacramental program through the school. You can register and pay the fee at the parish office; registration forms can be found at https://www.stmarys-aiken.org/ccd If you have further questions, contact Derrick Huestis at dhuestis@charlestondiocese.org Holy Matrimony Congratulations! The world truly needs strong, faithful couples. Our parish stands ready to help prepare you for your life together in Christ. The Diocese of Charleston requires a minimum of six months preparation for the Sacrament of Marriage. Please contact us as soon as you are engaged so that we can share your joy and begin the process of reserving a date for your special day. Please understand that not all dates at the church may be available. For information, call 803.649.4777 ext.114 to leave a message for Kimberly Gaynor. Anointing of the Sick Are you seriously ill, facing surgery, or of advanced age? Receive grace and strength from the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick, the Church’s Sacrament of healing. Call 803.649.4777 ext. 113.

	Interested in becoming Catholic?
	Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA)
	Are you interested in becoming Catholic, or are you an adult missing your sacrament of confirmation? OCIA classes have now begun for those seeking to become Catholic and receive the sacraments of initiation. We are meeting at Mother Teresa Hall, 125 Union St SE at 6pm weekly. For questions, contact our DRE, Mr. Derrick Huestis, at dhuestis@charlestondiocese.org

	Catholic Youth Ministry
	Contact:  Mrs. Hannah Katherine Dickason
	hdickason@charlestondiocese.org
	615.638.7137
	For more details about Confirmation, Youth Ministry, and our full calendar of events, please visit our website or contact Hannah Dickason.
	YOUTH MINISTRY
	September 9 - Young Disciples Teen Leader Training
	September 13 - Fraternus & Fidelis Kick-off
	September 14 - Young Group Kick-off
	September 16 - Young Disciples Kick-off
	September 20 - Fraternus & Fidelis
	September 21 - Youth Group
	September 23 - Young Disciples
	September 27 - Fraternus & Fidelis
	September 28 - Youth Group
	September 30 - Young Disciples


	Faith Formation (CCD)
	Classes are over for the summer and will begin again September 13th. Registration is now open, the form can be found on the website or picked up at the parish office. All forms and payments need to be returned to the office. For questions, contact our DRE, Mr. Derrick Huestis, at dhuestis@charlestondiocese.org
	More information about the Sacraments can be  found on our parish website:  www.stmarys-aiken.org


	The Week Ahead
	Sunday Aug. 30
	8:30am Mass                                                                 Church
	11:00am Mass                                                               Church
	1:00pm Mass in Spanish                                            Church

	Monday, Aug. 31
	9:30am Prayer Shawl Ministry                           Smith Hall
	4:45pm Confessions                                           Old Church
	5:30pm Mass                                                         Old Church

	Tuesday, Sep. 01
	3:30pm Legion of Mary                                        Smith Hall
	4:45pm Confessions                                           Old Church
	5:30pm Mass                                                         Old Church

	Wednesday, Sep. 02
	8:30am Mass                                                                  Church
	3:00pm Legion of Mary                            Smith Hall Down
	5:45pm Confessions                                                    Church
	7:00pm Mass in Spanish                                            Church

	Thursday, Sep. 03
	4:45pm Confessions                                           Old Church
	5:30pm Mass                                                         Old Church

	Friday, Sep. 04
	4:45pm Confessions                                           Old Church
	5:30pm Mass                                                         Old Church

	Saturday, Sep. 05
	8:00am Mass                                                         Old Church
	3:30pm Confessions                                                   Church
	5:00pm Vigil Mass                                                       Church

	Sunday, Sep. 06
	8:30am Mass                                                                 Church
	11:00am Mass                                                               Church
	1:00pm Mass in Spanish                                            Church
	Parish Perks!   Join us for coffee and fellowship after the Sunday 8:30am Mass in St. Michael Hall

	GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
	We will begin a 15-week grief support group beginning Tuesday, September 15, 2026. We use the GriefShare program, a special, lay-led weekly seminar and support group that embraces a biblical, Christ-centered approach to grief (www.griefshare.org).
	Please join us for help and encouragement after the death of a loved one. We provide a safe and loving environment to encourage sharing and exchanging of concerns and feelings, as you feel comfortable.
	This group is open to all grieving people in our community, regardless of religious affiliation. Please pass the information along to anyone you know who might need it. People may join the group at any point.
	The meetings are held from 3:30 p.m. until 5:00 p.m. on Tuesdays in Mother Teresa Hall conference room (125 Union Street, SE). We begin promptly at 3:30 so that we may close at 5 p.m. to allow those in attendance to attend 5:30 p.m. Mass if they so choose. The schedule is as follows:
	September 15, 2026– Loss of Spouse (this program addresses those people who have
	experienced the death of a spouse).
	Beginning September 22, 2026, we begin the regular 13-week GriefShare program
	On November 17, 2026, we have a one-time session on Surviving the Holidays
	The workbook fee is $20 and scholarships are available. The registration form is available at St. Mary’s parish office or you can register at www.griefshare.org/find a group. Please contact Karen Van Deren at kvanderen@charlestondiocese.org for additional information.
	I will turn their mourning into joy; I will console and gladden them after their sorrows
	— Jeremiah 31:13
	Wednesday Bible Study
	All are welcome to join us, Wednesdays 9:30 - 11:00 AM, in St. Michael Hall beginning September 9. We will study Hebrews chapter 8. You might want to read chapters 1-7 to refresh your memory. Contact Martha: whittimp@gmail.com or 865-599-8473.
	Thursday Bible Study: The Thursday Bible Study will not be meeting for the summer and will begin meeting again on Thursday, September 3rd when we will start reading the Book of Ruth.

	St. Mary’s Parish School  118 York Street SE, Aiken, SC29801  Mr. Carlos Overstreet, Principal  Ph: 803.649.2071 Fax: 803.643.0092 excelatstmarys.com
	Office Hours: 7:30am to 3:30pm Monday—Friday  (when school is in session)


	Prayers for our New School Year
	As we settle into the new school year, our classrooms are already filled with learning, prayer, laughter, and new friendships. Thank you to our parish family for your continued support of parish school. Your prayers, generosity, and encouragement help make it possible for us to provide an excellent Catholic education for our students. Please continue to keep our students, teachers, staff, and families in your prayers as we grow together in wisdom, virtue, and love of Christ throughout the year.

	Education in Virtue
	Each week, our students will focus on a different Catholic virtue through our Education in Virtue program developed by the Dominican Sisters of Mary, Mother of the Eucharist. This program helps students understand and practice virtues such as kindness, patience, responsibility, courage, and generosity in their everyday lives. Through age-appropriate lessons and activities, we encourage our students to grow not only in knowledge, but also in character and holiness as they strive to become the people God created them to be.

	CWA Kick-Off Dinner – September 16
	SAVE THE DATE! - The Catholic Women’s Association will be holding its annual Kick-Off Dinner on Wednesday, September 16 in Mother Teresa Hall. Doors open at 6 pm, with dinner being served after the 5:30 pm Mass. All women of the parish are invited to join us for some food, fellowship, and FUN! More details to come. Hope to see you there!

	Millions of Monicas
	Are you a mother, grandmother, aunt, or Confirmation sponsor? Please join with other Catholic women who, like St. Monica, pray together for our children to return to the practice of their Catholic faith. Our mission is to encounter God through prayer for ourselves and our children, to grow in holiness and humility, and to help our children return to the faith.  We will meet on Wednesday, September 16th at 1:00 pm in Old St. Mary's.  If you have not signed up for Flocknote, please do so, and join the Millions of Monicas group to receive a monthly reminder of our prayer meeting.

	A Franciscan Minute for the Jubilee
	“While you are proclaiming peace with your lips, be careful to have it even more fully in your heart.”
	The Secular Franciscans meet the 3rd Monday @6:15PM in St. Michael's Hall.


	Respect Life
	From mid-August through the end of October, Respect Life Month, the USCCB Committee on Pro-Life Activities is inviting Catholics to join a focused effort of prayer and action to stop the spread of abortion pills. In addition to invoking the intercession of St. Joseph, Defender of Life, participants can learn about the danger of abortion pills, and can send messages to pharmacies and pharmaceutical companies that are involved. Parishioners are encouraged to sign up at https://www.respectlife.org/ For more information email Cbrown@charlestondiocese.org

	Respect Life
	The annual National Day of Remembrance for Aborted Children will be observed on Saturday, Sept. 12, 2026.  The St. Mary's Respect Life Ministry and LIFE Runners group will honor this solemn occasion with a prayer gathering at the Memorial for the Unborn in front of Old St. Mary's following 8:00 Mass.  All are welcome; please join us, rain or shine.
	Retrouvaille Marriage Help offers a welcoming and loving space to couples who have been living with the misery of a failing marriage. Retrouvaille offers hope: hope that it is not too late, hope of a different and better marriage. Retrouvaille helps couples to show each other mercy through the opportunities it provides to listen, to forgive, to be reconciled and to move into their futures believing that God loves them and with His help and their efforts, their marriages can be healed and restored. Retrouvaille provides help for marriage problems/difficulties/ crises. Inquire for yourself, a friend, or a relative. For more information about an upcoming Retrouvaille Weekend program in Charlotte area on Oct 2nd-4th, 2026 for couples,  Email: bill-lyn@helpourmarriage.org or Call: 727-343-6701 Website: www.HelpOurMarriage.org
	¡EL CONSULADO DE MÉXICO ESTARÁ EN AIKEN!

	Sagrado Sacramentos
	Santo Bautismo
	¡El Bautismo es un regalo de vida nueva!
	Para bautizar en Sta. María, al menos uno de los padres debe ser católico practicante, asistir a Misa y estar registrado en la parroquia por lo menos 3 meses antes de pedir fecha. Ambos padres deben tomar clases pre-bautismales. Los padrinos deben ser católicos practicantes.
	Próximas clase: 13 de Septiembre  2026
	Registro requerido.
	Contacto: Reyna Salas – 404.886.5653

	Sagrada Comunión y Confirmación
	SANTO MATRIMONIO
	UNCIÓN DE ENFERMOS
	Próxima Fecha de Bautismo en Español
	12 de Septiembre 2026 a las 11:00am en la iglesia Nueva.
	Las clases de preparación para el bautismo deben haber sido completadas
	Toda la documentación deben presentarse en la oficina un mes antes de la fecha del bautismo.
	Para obtener más información o si desea programar un bautismo, llame a la oficina parroquial Adriana Galvan al 803.649.4777 x 100


	¿INTERESADO EN CONVERTIRSE EN CATÓLICO?
	¿Está interesado en convertirse en católico, o es un adulto que aún no ha recibido el sacramento de la confirmación? Las clases de RICA comenzarán en agosto para aquellas personas que desean convertirse en católicas y recibir los sacramentos de iniciación.
	Favor de Contactar a Derrock Huestis 803-716-8451
	Ministerio Católico para Jóvenes
	Contacto: Sra. Hannah Katherine Dickason
	hdickason@charlestondiocese.org
	615.638.7137
	Ministerio Juvenil — Septiembre
	9 de septiembre — Capacitación para Líderes Adolescentes de Young Disciples
	13 de septiembre — Inicio de Fraternus & Fidelis
	14 de septiembre — Inicio del Grupo Juvenil
	16 de septiembre — Inicio de Young Disciples
	20 de septiembre — Fraternus & Fidelis
	21 de septiembre — Grupo Juvenil
	23 de septiembre — Young Disciples
	27 de septiembre — Fraternus & Fidelis
	28 de septiembre — Grupo Juvenil
	30 de septiembre — Young Disciples


	REZO DEL SANTO ROSARIO
	Todos los domingos, a las 12:30pm, antes de la Misa en español, está invitado a saludar a la Santísima Virgen con la oración del Santo Rosario. Si gustas participar dirigiendo esta oración, comunícate con Carlos Fierros y Nancy Rubio al 803.645.9169.

	CATECISMO
	Las clases han terminado por el verano y comenzarán nuevamente el 13 de Septiembre. Las inscripciones ya están abiertas; el formulario se puede encontrar en el sitio web o recoger una copia en la oficina parroquial. Todos los formularios y pagos deben ser entregados en la oficina.



	Oraciones por Nuestro Nuevo Año Escolar
	Educación en la Virtud


