
ST. MARY HELP OF CHRISTIANS  
CATHOLIC CHURCH — OCTOBER 26, 2025 



Welcome to St. Mary Help of Christians Parish 

Parish of the Catholic Diocese of Charleston 

We welcome all who are visiting.  If you attend regularly and consider St. Mary Help of Christians your 
parish, we encourage you to register as a member.  You may œll out and submit the form online, or print 
the form from the website and return it to the parish ofœce. 

Contact Us 

St. Mary Help of Christians Catholic Church 

Parish OȺce:  
203 Park Avenue SE, Aiken, SC 29801 

803.649.4777   
parishofœcestmaryaiken@charlestondiocese.org 

Website: www.stmarys-aiken.org 

Locations 

St. Mary’s Church: 138 Fairfield St. SE            
Old St. Mary’s:  125 Park Ave. SE                  
Ste Claire Chapel: 125 Park Ave. SE                   

Parish Office Hours   
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday 

 

8:30am – 12noon & 1:00pm – 4:30pm 

Closed for lunch from 12noon – 1:00pm 

Wednesday: 8:30am - 1:30pm 

(By appointment only after 1:30pm on Wednesdays)   
 

Holy Mass Schedule 

Saturday Vigil 5:00pm - Church  
Sunday  8:30am, 11:00am - Church  
Domingo Misa en español, 1:00pm - Iglesia  
 

Weekday Mass Schedule 

Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri.  5:30pm - Old St. Mary’s 

Wednesday 8:20am - Church   
Miércoles 7:00pm - Old St. Mary’s 

Thursday Nursing Home 10:00am  
Saturday Morning Mass 8:00am - Old St. Mary’s 

 

Confessions 

Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri.  4:45 - 5:15pm - Old St. Mary’s 

Wed. 6:15 - 6:45pm - Old St. Mary’s  
Saturday  3:30 - 4:30pm - Church  
 

Perpetual Adoration - Ste Claire Chapel 
 

Rosary - Before Daily Mass 

 

Live Stream Mass  (On YouTube) 
Sunday 11:00am Mass 

 

Sunday Homilies Online 

Audio versions of all the weekend homilies are  
available on St. Mary’s website at www.stmarys-

aiken.org.  Scroll to the bottom of the home page 
and click on “Listen to Homilies”. 

 

Nursery - Available during 8:30 & 11:00am Sunday 
Masses in Mother Teresa Conference Room - Ages 6 
months to less than 5 years.   
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The Most Rev. Jacques E. Fabre-Jeune, CS 

Bishop of Charleston 

 

Parish Clergy  

 

Very Rev. Richard C. Wilson, VF, Pastor 
Rev. Michael Ghattas, Parochial Vicar 
 

Dcn. Alejandro Leguizamon       Dcn. Al Matousek          
Dcn. Robert Pierce                           Dcn. Stephen Platte 

 

Staff 

 

Mr. Patrick Wray, Director of Administration 

  803.649.4777 ext. 112 

  pwray@charlestondiocese.org 

 

Mrs. Kimberly Gaynor, Administrative Assistant  
   to Fr. Wilson  803.649.4777 ext. 114 

   kgaynor@charlestondiocese.org 

 

Mr. Carlos Overstreet,  Principal, St. Mary’s School     
  803.649.2071  coverstreet@stmaryschoolaiken.com 

 

Mr. Richard Yarshen, Finance Manager 
   803.649.4777 ext. 104 

   ryarshen@charlestondiocese.org 

 

Ms. Frances Gledhill, Parish Secretary  
   803.649.4777 ext. 113 

   fgledhill@charlestondiocese.org 

 

Mrs. Adriana Galvan, Hispanic Secretary 

   803.649.4777 ext. 100   
   agalvan@charlestondiocese.org 

 

Mrs. Mary Ellen Jackson, MA 

   Director of  Religious Education  
   803.649.4777 ext. 103  
   mjackson@charlestondiocese.org 

 

Mrs. Hannah Dickason,  Director of Youth Ministry 

   615.638.7137 (c)    
   hdickason@charlestondiocese.org 

 

Mr. V. Franklin Deese II, Parish Musician  
   706.550.5047 (c) 
   fdeese@charlestondiocese.org 

 

Mrs. Colleen Snyder, Sacristan 

   518.524.4464 

   csnyder@charlestondiocese.org   

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
For food or œnancial assistance call 803.642.3211 

Open Monday — Thursday  9:00am —1:00pm                          
Closed On Fridays 



Totals as of Sunday, October 19, 2025 Pastor’s Corner                   +JMJ+ 

AA Open Meeting 

AA open meeting at 7:00am Sunday thru Friday in 
Smith Hall, Downstairs (next to Old St. Mary’s 
church).  Newcomers are welcome! 

Page 2 

Gift Shop Hours 

Preparing for the Advent Season  
The gift shop will have many items for you to select 
from this Advent season. We’ll be open Saturday, 
Nov. 8 after 5:00pm vigil Mass, and Sunday, Nov. 9  
9:00am — 1:00pm; & after the 1:00pm Spanish Mass. 

Oh come, oh come, Emmanuel! 

Envelope/Cash Offertory   Oct. 19    $ 23,036 

Online Offertory                   Oct. 19    $   9,844 

 

Total Annual Budget             $ 2,118,675 

Upcoming Second/Special Collections 

October 27 — St. Vincent De Paul (outside) 

Have You Signed Up for Online Giving with 
Our Parish? 
Here are some ways Online Giving beneœts you: 
• Secure and Conœdential —  Adheres to banking 

security standards 

• Flexible — Start, stop, or change your 
contributions at any time 

• Simple to sign up on St. Mary’s website: 
      1.  Go to www.stmarys-aiken.org 

      2.  Click on “GIVING”, then “SUNDAY OFFERTORY” 
      3.  Make your selections 

      4.  Special collection choices can be made online 

• Contributions are via direct withdrawal or credit 
online 

If you need assistance, or to discontinue online 
giving, please call 1.800.348.2886. The Parish 
Finance Council recommends monthly frequency 
for the Sunday offering to minimize transaction fees. 

A Brief Update on our School  
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
I’m excited to share some updates about the 

wonderful things happening at our parish school. St. 
Mary Help of Christians Catholic Church and School 
are committed to continue to grow and enhance our 
community for the beneœt of our students, staff, 
families, and parishioners.  

Our 2nd and 8th grade classes are œlled with 
excitement as they prepare for the Holy Sacraments of 
First Communion and Conœrmation. These sacred 
milestones are at the heart of our mission to form 
disciples of Christ. We ask you to keep these students, 
their families, and our dedicated staff in your prayers as 
they journey toward these moments of grace.  

Brand new playground equipment for our 3K and 
4K preschool students has been installed, bringing 
immense joy to our youngest learners. This addition 
creates a fun and engaging space for them to play and 
grow, setting a strong foundation for their early years.  

Our fundraising efforts are in full swing, and we 
invite your participation. Mark your calendars for the 
6th Annual PTO Golf Tournament at Topgolf on 
November 15th, where you can play or sponsor this 
event. Following that we will join over 1,800 parishes, 
schools and Catholic organizations nationwide for our 
Annual Day of Giving on “Giving Tuesday,” December 
2nd. This year we will focus on raising funds to replace 
failing HVAC units and units that are nearing the end of 
their service life and other required maintenance, 
ensuring a comfortable learning environment for our 
students. Additionally, our ongoing Friends of SMS 
Tuition Assistance Program continues to provide 
essential support for families in need who are seeking 
a Catholic education for their children. Your generosity 
makes these opportunities possible! 

As we continue to prioritize the well-being of our 
students and staff, school administration recently 
completed a review of our safety plans in collaboration 
with retired law enforcement professionals. Their 
expertise has strengthened our protocols. We are 
committed to keeping our students safe by regularly 
reviewing and strengthening our plans to maintain a 
secure learning environment. 

Looking ahead, enrollment for the 2026-2027 
school year will begin in just a few months. Please 
spread the word to families who may wish to join our 
St. Mary’s community, where faith, education, and 
fellowship come together. Thank you for your 
continued support and prayers. May God bless you 
and our school family abundantly.  
 

All the best in Christ, 
Father Wilson 

Special Collection  - October 19 

 World Mission Sunday               $   2,146 



Readings for Oct. 26 — Nov. 2, 2025 

Sunday, Oct. 26 readings begin on page 960 of the  
Word & Eucharist books found in the pews. 

Holy Mass Intentions    

Sunday, Oct. 26 
8:30am  Pro Populo 

11:00am Janice Chuey 

1:00pm Negrete Viera 
Family (L) 

Monday, Oct. 27 
5:30pm Robert McLemore 

   Rule 

Tuesday, Oct. 28 

5:30pm Robert S. Kogan 

Wednesday, Oct. 29 

8:20am James Reed 

7:00pm  Louis Monroy 
Thursday, Oct. 30 
5:30pm  Steve Van Deren 

 

Friday, Oct. 31 
5:30pm Charles & Kathleen  
   Poole 

Saturday, Nov. 1 
8:00am  Sanctity of Life 

5:00pm  Chuck & Elizabeth 

   Goergen (L) 
   Jerry Roberts 

 Donal Lemponen 
   Lorretta Nitch 

 Bill Nitch 

Sunday, Nov. 2 
8:30am  For the Souls of 

the Faithful Departed 

11:00am Pro Populo 

1:00pm For the Souls of the 
Faithful Departed 

Perpetual Eucharistic 
Adoration  

in Ste Claire Chapel Use  
 

Put Jesus œrst on your calendar with a 
weekly holy hour!  

 

To œnd an hour that works for you, please visit: 
https://www.stmarysaiken.org/perpetualeucharistic-

adoration, or email Lori Rainchuso, larue150@yahoo.com 

Hours in Need (although all hours are available) 
MON:   
TUES:   
WED: 2:00am; 3:00am; 3:00pm; 11:00pm 

THU:    12:00am; 1:00am; 2:00am 

FRI:  3:00am  
SAT:     1:00am; 2:00am; 2:00pm; 4:00pm; 6:00pm 

SUN: 2:00am; 3:00am; 7:00pm 

Thank you to all who signed up last weekend. 
All Monday and Tuesday hours are ȼlled! 

Sunday:  Sir 35:12-14, 16-18             Ps 34:2-3, 17-19, 
  23          2 Tm 4:6-8, 16-18              Lk 18:9-14 

Monday:  Rom 8:12-17              Ps 68:2 and 4, 6-7ab, 
  20-2            Lk 13:10-17 

Tuesday:  Eph 2:19-22           Ps 19:2-5         Lk 6:12-16  
Wednesday:  Rom 8:26-30           Ps 13:4-6   
  Lk 13:22-30 

Thursday:  Rom 8:31b-39             Ps 109:21-22, 26-27, 
  30-31            Lk 13:31-35 

Friday:  Rom 9:1-5            Ps 147:12-15, 19-20 

  Lk 14:1-6 

Saturday:  Rv 7:2-4, 9-14            Ps 24:1bc-4ab, 5-6       
  1 Jn 3:1-3             Mt 5:1-12a  
Next Sunday:  Wis 3:1-9           Ps 23:1-6    Rom 5:5-11 

  Or Rom 6:3-9            Jn 6:37-40 ©LPi 

Saturday, November 1 All Saints Day is NOT 
a Holy Day of Obligation for 2025   
November 1 Mass Times are  
 8:00am with special music from Requiem by 

 Carl Drobisch.  
 5:00pm Vigil Mass  will be for Sunday,  
November 2, All Souls Day —  
 On Sunday the Mass times will follow 

The regular Sunday schedule.   
There will NOT be a  

Mass at the Cemetery this year. 
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Mass of Remembrance 
The Bereavement Ministry announces the 
celebration of the annual Mass of Remembrance on 
Thursday, November 13th at 6:30pm at St. Mary’s on 
Fairœeld, to honor and remember our loved ones, 
especially those who have died during this past 
year.  Reception to follow in Mother Teresa Hall. 

Baptisms/Bautismos:  
October 4 — Zoe Madeline Matthews daughter of 
 Ryan and Brianna Matthews 

October 11 — Vivienne Martin Rabun daughter of 
 Jason and Carla Rabun 

The Domestic Church  
On Tuesday, Oct. 28 we honor the apostles Simon 
and Jude. Simon has the same name as Simon Peter, 
and Jude has the same name as Judas. We don’t 
know much about them except, of course, they were 
apostles and bishops, and perhaps relatives of Jesus 
(Matt 13:55; Mark 6:3). Saturday, Nov. 1 is All Saints 
Day. Tell your children about speciœc saints that you 
love and why. While we can’t presume anyone is in 
heaven, this would be a good day to talk with your 
children about saintly relatives or others that you 
have known in your life. Tell stories about how that 
person lived Christ’s love. 

Sunday Confessions Discontinued  
We still hear confessions six days each week. Please 
see the bulletin and the website for a full listing of 
confession times. As always, Father Ghattas and I  are 
available by appointment for confession. May all of 
us, by the grace of God, live constantly in a state of 
grace! Father Wilson 

Deaths/Difuntos:   
October 20 — Paula Marie Cato 



Holy Baptism 

The birth of your child is such a gift!  Let St. Mary’s 
parish help you give the gift of new birth through the 
waters of Holy Baptism.  For a child to receive 
Baptism at St. Mary’s, please note that at least one 
parent must be a practicing Catholic, regularly attend 
Holy Mass, participate in the life of the parish, and be 
registered at St. Mary’s at least three months prior to 
requesting the date for Baptism. In this, you become 
part of our wider parish family! Parents must attend 
our Baptismal Preparation session prior to the 
Baptism. The next session is Sunday, November 16, 
2025 at 10:00am in Smith Hall.  Registration is 
necessary so that we can prepare for you. Please 
contact Chris Ascherman at 803.845.0568.  
Godparents are encouraged to attend a Baptismal 
Preparation session as well.  Since godparents 
promise to help raise your child in the practice of the 
Catholic faith, godparents must be practicing 
Catholics at whatever parish they attend.   
 

Holy Communion & Confirmation 

These incredible Sacraments nourish and strengthen 
us in our Catholic faith so that we can live as “the light 
of the world” (St. Matthew 5:14).  Please note:  
Parents and children must be registered with St. 
Mary’s and faithfully attend Mass on Sundays and 
Holy Days of Obligation.  Children who are not 
enrolled in our Catholic school must attend a 
minimum of two years of Christian Formation classes 
and satisfy the attendance policy.   
For more information about First Holy Communion 
contact Mary Ellen Jackson at 803.649.4777 ext. 103  
or mjackson@charlestondiocese.org.  
For more information about Confirmation contact 
Hannah Dickason at 615.638.7137 or 
hdickason@charlestondiocese.org. 
 

Holy Matrimony 

Congratulations! The world truly needs strong, 
faithful couples. Our parish stands ready to help 
prepare you for your life together in Christ. The 
Diocese of Charleston requires a minimum of six 
months preparation for the Sacrament of Marriage.  
Please contact us as soon as you are engaged so that 
we can share your joy and begin the process of 
reserving a date for your special day. Please 
understand that not all dates at the church may be 
available.  For information, call 803.649.4777 ext.114 
to leave a message for Kimberly Gaynor. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 

Are you seriously ill, facing surgery, or of advanced 
age? Receive grace and strength from the Sacrament 
of Anointing of the Sick, the Church’s Sacrament of 
healing. Call 803.649.4777 ext. 113. 

SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION Next Scheduled Baptism Date (English)  
November 1 — 11:00am in the church on Fairœeld St. 
• Baptism preparation class must have been 

completed.  
• All paperwork must be submitted to the ofœce 

one month prior to the date of Baptism. 
For more information or to schedule a Baptism, 
please call the parish ofœce at 803.649.4777 

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA) 

Interested in learning about the Catholic faith? This 
coming Tuesday we will discuss Baptism and 
Conœrmation.  We meet Tuesdays at 6:00 – 7:30pm in 
Mother Teresa Hall. All are welcome. For more 
information contact Mary Ellen Jackson at 
mjackson@charlestondiocese.org 

CATHOLIC YOUTH MINISTRY 

Contact:  Mrs. Hannah Katherine Dickason 

hdickason@charlestondiocese.org 

615.638.7137 

Please sign up for our Conœrmation Program and 
Youth Ministry on the parish website under the 
Formation tab.   
Formation 
Confirmation 1 meets Tuesday evenings 

Confirmation 2 meets Sunday mornings.   
See our website or contact Hannah Dickason for our 
calendar. 
Youth Ministry 

October 26 —Youth Night 
November 1 — Please pray for our middle schoolers 
attending the Jr. High Rally, and for our high 
schoolers from the Diocesan Evangelization Team  
(E-Team) who are helping lead the event.  
November 2 — No Youth Night 
November 9 — Youth Night 

More information about the Sacraments can be  
found on our parish website:   

www.stmarys-aiken.org  
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CCD 4K—Grade 6 

Classes are held in the St. Mary’s School classrooms 
on Sunday at 9:45–10:45am. We look forward to 
seeing you then!  Questions? Contact Mary Ellen 
Jackson at mjackson@charlestondiocese.org 

Unexpected Pregnancy? 
You are not alone!  Free help resources:  

Respect Life Ministry — 803.634.3171 

Life Choices Pregnancy Care Center 
803.648.9890 https://pregnancyaiken.com 
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THE WEEK AHEAD   

Sunday, October 26 
8:30am Mass                    Church 

9:45am Sunday Café     Mother Teresa 

11:00am Mass                       Church 

1:00pm Mass in Spanish        Church 
Monday, October 27 

9:30am Prayer Shawl Ministry            Smith Hall 
11:45am Lunch & Learn Book Club                 Bosco 

4:45pm Confessions         Old St. Mary 

5:30pm Mass          Old St. Mary 

Tuesday, October 28 
3:30pm GriefShare     Mother Teresa 

3:30pm Legion of Mary                          Smith Hall       
4:45pm Confessions         Old St. Mary 

5:30pm  Mass          Old St. Mary 

6:00pm OCIA      Mother Teresa 

Wednesday, October 29 
8:20am School Mass       Church 

9:30am Bible Study   St. Michael Hall 
3:00pm Legion of Mary              Smith Hall Down 

6:00pm Journey of Hope    St. Michael Hall 
6:00pm SHE      Mother Teresa 

7:00pm Mass in Spanish                       Old St. Mary 

Thursday, October 30 
11:15am Bible Study              Smith Hall Down 

4:45pm Confessions                Old St. Mary 

5:30pm Mass          Old St. Mary 

Friday, October 31 Parish OfŴce is Closed 
6:30am That Man is You     Mother Teresa 

4:45pm Confessions         Old St. Mary 

5:30pm Mass          Old St. Mary 

Saturday, November 1 
8:00am Mass             Old St. Mary 

3:30pm Confessions     Church  
5:00pm Vigil Mass       Church 

Sunday, November 2 
8:30am Mass                    Church 

9:45am Sunday Café     Mother Teresa 

11:00am Mass                       Church 

1:00pm Mass in Spanish        Church 

St. Vincent de Paul Thanksgiving baskets  
Dear Parishioners, 
Thanksgiving is just around the corner and we are 
again planning to assist those who are less fortunate 
by providing a Thanksgiving dinner.  If you are 
interested in helping please email or call Joe Tillman 
at jtill11@verizon.net, 410.371.5746 or Jane Phillips-

Tillman at tillman3js@live.com, 410.241.0647 to 
receive a family name, size and details.  The basket 
should be dropped off at the rear parking lot of 
Saint Angela Hall on Saturday, November 22 from 
8:00 to 9:30am.  If you cannot shop, monetary 
donations are always appreciated.   

Parish Perks!   
Join us for coffee and fellowship after the 

Sunday 8:30am Mass in St. Michael Hall 

 

“At every Mass, God offers us the opportunity to 
renew our commitment to Him.” – St. Teresa of Avila  

Knights of Columbus Assembly 1074 ... 
Is putting our faith into action by 
serving those who serve our 
country. We actively support 3 
military seminarians on their path to 
becoming chaplains for our troops. 
We also bring comfort and 
community to veterans at our local 

VA hospital through hospitality and fellowship. This 
is our parish's charity at work, honoring heroes past 
present & future. Thank You!  
Knights will be conducting a 
collection after all masses on 
November 8th and 9th or donations 
may be made online using the 
attached link.   
https://square.link/u/i3RIVrg7 

Wheelchair Express Needs Volunteers  
The Wheelchair Express is available for those who 
need help from curb to pew at 8:30am and 11:00am 
Sunday Masses. We especially need volunteers for 
the 11:00am Mass.  Please contact George or Bobbi 
Sich at riverhost.rs@gmail.com or 740.981.2961 or 
740.935.9713 for information or to volunteer. 
Wheelchair Express will be available for the Mass of 
Remembrance at 6:30pm on November 13th. 

Dear Parishioners  
If you receive emails  or texts  sent in my name  or 
other parish and school staff,  asking for financial 
help in one form or another, please know that 
neither I, nor any parish employee, will ever ask you 
for donations of any kind via social media.  Please 
do not respond to any message that you may 
receive. Thank you and God bless, Fr. Wilson 

 
 

Friday, October 31 the parish ofŴce will be 
closed in observance of All Saints Day 

(a diocesan holiday) 

Wednesday Bible Study  
Would you like to be part of a smaller group within 
our parish? You’re welcome to come Wednesday’s, 
9:30—11:00am in St. Michael Hall. All are welcome. 
Contact Martha: whittimp@gmail.com or 865.599.8473   



PTO 6th Annual Golf Tournament 

Join us on November 15 at Top Golf 
for the PTO's 6th Annual Golf 
Tournament!  Visit our website 
stmaryschoolaiken.com/support-sms/
golf.cfm or scan the QR code for more 
information! Lunch is included!  Not a 

golfer? Social tickets are available to eat, play mini-
golf and more! Sponsorship opportunities are also 
available! See you there and thank you for 
supporting SMS PTO!  

St. Mary’s Parish School 

118 York Street SE, Aiken, SC 29801 

Mr. Carlos Overstreet, Principal 
Ph: 803.649.2071   Fax:  803.643.0092 

excelatstmarys.com 

Ofœce Hours:  7:30am to 3:30pm  Monday—Friday 
(when school is in session) 
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Holiday Ham Dinner — Wednesday, Nov. 12 

The Catholic Women’s Association hosts the Annual 
Holiday Ham Dinner on Wednesday, November 12, 
5:30-7:30pm in St. Angela Hall. The dinner is free, 
but tickets are needed and can be picked up at the 
parish ofœce,  beginning October 27. Would you like 
to help prepare or serve the meal? Volunteers are 
needed and welcome to join in on the holiday fun 
by contacting Chris Jakubec at 847.212.8252  or 
cjakubec@aol.com. Hope to see you there! 

Journey of Hope Program  
Are your separated or divorced? The group meets 
Wednesdays in St. Michael Hall at 6:00–7:30pm. All 
are welcome to attend. Please join this encouraging 
program of strength and hope. Contact Mary Ellen  
at mjackson@charlestondiocese.org or sign up at: 
https://web4u.forms-db.com/view.php?id=2764513   

Play & Pray Family Dinner Nov. 7 at 5:00pm 

On œrst Fridays of the month, please join us & other 
families for dinner. For more details, text Grace 
Przywara: 706.993.8004 

Cookies For Kairos 

“I was in prison and you visited me.”  Matt 25:36 
 

Kairos is a 3 1/2 day nondenominational short course 
in Christianity that will take place in Broad River State 
Prison for men, which is located outside of Columbia, 
from November 20th thru 23rd.  The Kairos Team 
distributes cookies to all of the residents during each 
of these days to show them Christ’s love.   That’s a lot 
of cookies.  Please donate store-bought cookies 
sealed in their original packaging, or donate money 
for us to buy them.  We will have a box in the Church 
Ofœce for your donations.  Please drop donations oȹ 
no later than 4:30pm, Tuesday, November 18th.  The 
prison is no longer allowing homemade cookies. Call 
Don Trapp at 803.979.0966 for info. Thank you! 

Grief Support Group 

The group is open to all grieving people in our 
community, regardless of religious afœliation.  

Tuesdays, 3:30—5:00pm in Mother Teresa Hall  
(125 Union Street, SE)  

November 18 we will have a one-time session on 
Surviving the Holidays 

The registration form is available at St. Mary’s parish 
ofœce or you can register at www.griefshare.org/œnd 
a group.  For more information please contact Karen 
Van Deren at kvanderen@charlestondiocese.org. 

FIAT Homeschool Co-op Craft Day   
November 5 at 1000am in Mother Teresa Hall join 
other homeschoolers of St. Mary Help of Christians 
for a time of crafting together. Next week we’ll be 
making relic treasure boxes.  

Introducing SMS ‘25-’26 Student Council!  
Meet our gifted and passionate new student council 
members who are giving their time and talents to 
make our school the best it can be! This year we are 
focusing on the culture of faith by adding the new 
role of Faith & Service Ambassador.  

In the Hospital? 

St. Mary's Hospital Ministry strives to bring Holy 
Communion daily to Catholic patients in the Aiken 
hospital. If you or a family member are in the hospital 
and would like to receive Holy Communion, please 
contact the parish ofœce at 803.649.4777.  If you are 
not able to receive Communion, we can still come 
and pray with you! Because of conœdentiality, the 
hospital cannot tell us you're there without your 
permission. Please help us bring you the healing 
power and strength of Jesus! 



formación cristiana 

Las intenciones para las Misas diarias  
se encuentran en la pagina tres (3) 

Espacio de Nuestro Párroco  

Las lecturas para domingo, el 26 de octubre 
comienzan en la pagina 961 en el libro “Palabra y 
Eucharistía”  

Las Lecturas de las Escrituras del 26 de 
octubre a 2 de noviembre, 2025 
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Queridos hermanos en Cristo: 
 

Me complace compartirles algunas novedades 
sobre las maravillosas actividades que se llevan a 
cabo en nuestra escuela parroquial. La Iglesia y 
Escuela Católica Santa María Auxilio de los Cristianos 
se compromete a seguir creciendo y fortaleciendo 
nuestra comunidad para el beneœcio de nuestros 
estudiantes, personal de trabajo, familias y feligreses. 

Nuestras clases de 2.º y 8.º grado están 
entusiasmadas mientras se preparan para los Santos 
Sacramentos de la Primera Comunión y la 
Conœrmación. Estos hitos sagrados son la esencia de 
nuestra misión de formar discípulos de Cristo. Les 
pedimos que mantengan a estos estudiantes, sus 
familias y nuestro dedicado personal en sus oraciones 
mientras se acercan a estos momentos de gracia. 

 Se han instalado nuevos juegos infantiles para 
nuestros alumnos de preescolar de 3K y 4K, lo que 
les ha brindado una alegría inmensa a los más 
pequeños. Esta ampliación crea un espacio divertido 
y atractivo para que jueguen y crezcan, sentando una 
base sólida para sus primeros años. 

Nuestras campañas de recaudación de fondos 
están en pleno apogeo y los invitamos a participar. 
Anoten en sus calendarios el 6.º Torneo Anual de 
Golf de la Asociación de Padres y Maestros (PTO) en 
Topgolf el 15 de noviembre, donde podrán participar 
o patrocinar este evento. Posteriormente, nos 
uniremos a más de 1800 parroquias, escuelas y 
organizaciones católicas de todo el país para nuestro 
Día Anual de Donaciones, el "Giving Tuesday", el 2 
de diciembre. Este año nos centraremos en recaudar 
fondos para reemplazar unidades de HVAC 
defectuosas y unidades que están llegando al œnal de 
su vida útil, así como para realizar otras tareas de 
mantenimiento necesarias, garantizando un entorno 
de aprendizaje cómodo para nuestros alumnos. 
Además, nuestro Programa de Asistencia para la 
Matrícula "Amigos de SMS" continúa brindando 
apoyo esencial a las familias necesitadas que buscan 
una educación católica para sus hijos. ¡Su 
generosidad hace posibles estas oportunidades! 

Mientras continuamos priorizando el bienestar de 
nuestros estudiantes y personal, la administración 
escolar recientemente completó una revisión de 
nuestros planes de seguridad en colaboración con 
profesionales retirados de las fuerzas del orden. Su 
experiencia ha fortalecido nuestros protocolos. Nos 
comprometemos a mantener la seguridad de 
nuestros estudiantes mediante la revisión y el 
fortalecimiento regular de nuestros planes para 
mantener un entorno de aprendizaje seguro. 

De cara al futuro, las inscripciones para el año 
escolar 2026-2027 comenzarán en pocos meses. Por 
         favor, corran la voz entre las familias que 

Domingo:  Eclo 35, 12-14, 16-18            Sal 33, 2-3.  
  17-19. 23        2 Tim 4, 6-8. 16-18            Lc 18, 9-14 

Lunes:  Rom 8, 12-17           Sal 67, 2  y  4. 6-7. 20-21 

  Lc 13, 10-17 

Martes:  Ef 2, 19-22          Sal 18, 2-5           Lc 6, 12-19  
Miércoles:  Rom 8, 26-30     Sal 12, 4-6     Lc 13, 22-30 

Jueves:  Rom 8, 31-39           Sal 108, 21-22. 26-27.  
  30-31            Lc 13, 31-35 

Viernes:  Rom 9, 1-5            Sal 147, 12-15. 19-20 

  Lc 14, 1-6 

Sábado:  Ap 7, 2-4. 9-14            Sal 23, 1-6    
  1 Jn 3, 1-3           Mt 5, 1-12  
Domingo siguiente:  Sab 3, 1-9          Sal 22, 1-6  
  Rom 5, 5-11  o  Rom 6, 3-9          Jn 6, 37-40 ©LPi 

Misa de Recordación 
El Ministerio de Duelo anuncia la celebración de la 
Misa anual de Recordación el jueves 13 de 
noviembre a las 6:30pm en la iglesia St. Mary’s en 
Fairœeld, para honrar y recordar a nuestros seres 
queridos, especialmente a aquellos que han fallecido 
durante el último año. Despues de la Misa abrá una 
recepción posteriormente en el Salón Madre Teresa.  

Las Confesiones del Domingo Han Terminado  
Todavía tendremos confesiones disponibles seis días a 
la semana incluyendo el miércoles a las 6:15pm. Por 
favor, consulte el boletín y el sitio web para obtener un 
listado completo de los horarios de confesión. Y, por 
supuesto, el Padre Ghattas y yo estánmos disponibles 
para confesión con cita previa. ¡Que todos nosotros, 
por la gracia de Dios, vivamos constantemente en un 
estado de gracia!   ~Padre Wilson  

La Oficina Parroquial Estará Cerrada  
viernes el  31 de octubre en observancia del  

Día de Todos los Santos (una Ŵesta diocesana)  

deseen unirse a nuestra comunidad de St. Mary's, 
donde la fe, la educación y la camaradería se unen. 
Gracias por su continuo apoyo y oraciones. Que Dios 
los bendiga abundantemente a ustedes y a nuestra 
familia escolar.  
     Les deseo lo mejor en Cristo, Padre Wilson 



Santo Bautismo 
¡El Bautismo es un regalo de vida nueva! 
Para bautizar en Sta. María, al menos uno de los 
padres debe ser católico practicante, asistir a Misa y 
estar registrado en la parroquia por lo menos 3 
meses antes de pedir fecha. Ambos padres deben 
tomar clases pre-bautismales. Los padrinos deben 
ser católicos practicantes. 

Próximas clases: 2 y 9 de noviembre 2025 

Registro requerido.   
Contacto: Reyna Salas – 404.886.5653 

Sagrada Comunión y Confirmación 
¡Los Sacramentos fortalecen nuestra fe! 
Padres y niños deben estar registrados en Sta. María 
y asistir œelmente a Misa. 
Niños fuera de la escuela católica deben completar 
al menos dos años de formación cristiana y cumplir 
con la asistencia. 
Para más información sobre la Primera Comunión, 
contactarse con  Mary Ellen Jackson al 803.649.4777 
ext. 103 o a mjackson@charlestondiocese.org.  
Para más información sobre la Conœrmación, 
contactarse con Hannah Dickason al 615.638.7137 o 
a hdickason@charlestondiocese.org 

Santo Matrimonio 
¡Felicidades! El mundo realmente necesita parejas 
fuertes y œeles en Cristo. La Diócesis de Charleston 
requiere una preparación mínima de seis meses para 
el Sacramento del Matrimonio, así que comuníquese 
con nosotros tan pronto como se comprometa para 
que podamos compartir su alegría y comenzar el 
proceso de reservar una fecha para su día especial.  
Para registrarse y obtener más información por favor 
comuníquese con Sonia Jimenes 803.508.5370 

Unción de Enfermos 
¿Está gravemente enfermo, se enfrenta a una cirugía 
o es de edad avanzada?  Reciba la gracia y la fuerza 
del Sacramento de la Unción de los Enfermos, el 
Sacramento de sanación de la Iglesia.  Comuníquese 
con 803.649.4777 ext. 113 

Sagrado Sacramentos Próxima Fecha de Bautismo en Español 
8 de noviembre 2025 a las 11:00am 

en la iglesia en la calle Fairfield 

•   Las clases de preparación para el bautismo deben 
haber sido completadas  
•   Toda la documentación deben presentarse en la 
oficina un mes antes de la fecha del bautismo. 
 

Para obtener más información o si desea programar 
un bautismo, llame a la oficina parroquial al 
803.649.4777 

Rito de Iniciación Cristiana para Adultos  
(RICA)    Los Martes a las 7:00pm 
Todos están invitados a las Clases de RICA. Nos 
reunimos los martes en el Salón Smith Hall a las 
7:00pm. Para más información, contacte a Omar o 
Mercedith Cardona 706.231.5253. Este espacio está 
abierto a toda la comunidad.  

 

Puede encontrar más información sobre los 
sacramentos en nuestro sitio web           
parroquial www.stmarys-aiken.org 

Ministerio Católico para Jóvenes 
Contacto:  Sra. Hannah Katherine Dickason 

hdickason@charlestondiocese.org 

615.638.7137 

Por favor inscríbanse en nuestro Programa de 
Conœrmación y ministerio juvenil en la página web 
de la parroquia, bajo la pestaña Formación. 
Formación 
Conœrmación 1 se reúne los martes por la tarde y 
Conœrmación 2 los domingos por la mañana. 
Pueden consultar nuestro calendario en la página 
web o comunicarse con Hannah Dickason. 
Youth Ministry 

26 de octubre — Noche de juventud 

1 de noviembre — Por favor, oren por nuestros 
estudiantes de secundaria que asistirán al Rally de 
Secundaria, y por nuestros estudiantes de 
preparatoria del Equipo Diocesano de 
Evangelización (E-Team) que estarán ayudando a 
dirigir el evento. 
2 de noviembre  - No hay noche de juventud 

9 de noviembre  - Noche de juventud 

CCD 
Las clases de CCD de 4° a 6° grado se llevan a cabo 
en las aulas de la Escuela St. Mary los domingos de 
9:45 a 10:45am. ¡Esperamos verlos entonces! 
¿Preguntas? Contacte a Mary Ellen Jackson en 
mjackson@charlestondiocese.org  

Para alimentos o asistencia œnanciera, llame al 
803.642.3211. Abierto de lunes a jueves de 
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Tienda de Regalos Horario — Preparándose 
para la temporada de Adviento  
Visítenos el sábado 8 de noviembre después de la 
Misa de vigilia a las 5:00pm, y el domingo 9 de 
noviembre de 9:00am a 1:00pm; también después 
de la Misa en español de la 1:00pm ¡Oh ven, oh ven, 
Emanuel!  



Sociedad de San Vicente de Paúl 

Para alimentos o asistencia ȼnanciera, llame al 
803.642.3211. Abierto de lunes a jueves de 9:00am a 
1:00pm. Cerrado los viernes. 

EVENTOS PARA LA PROXIMA SEMANA 

Domingo, 26 de octubre 

8:30am  Misa             Iglesia 

10:00am Quinceañera Preparación       Smith 

11:00am Misa                        Iglesia 

11:00am Práctica del Coro            San Miguel 
1:00pm  Misa en español            Iglesia 

Lunes, 27 de octubre  
4:45pm  Confesiones    Iglesia Antigua 

5:30pm  Misa        Iglesia Antigua 

6:00pm  Legión de María                    Smith 
7:00pm  Pequeña Comunidad        Santa Teresa 

Martes, 28 de octubre 
4:45pm  Confesiones    Iglesia Antigua 

5:30pm  Misa               Iglesia Antigua 

6:30pm  RICA                                 Smith  
Miércoles, 29 de octubre 
8:20am              Misa escolar           Iglesia 

6:15pm  Confesiones    Iglesia Antigua 

7:00pm  Misa en español      Iglesia Antigua 

Jueves, 30 de octubre  
4:45pm  Confesiones         Iglesia Antigua 

5:30pm  Misa     Iglesia Antigua 

7:30pm  Grupo de Oración          Iglesia Antiqua 

Viernes, 31 de octubre 
4:45pm  Confesiones       Iglesia Antigua 

5:30pm  Misa        Iglesia Antigua 

7:00pm  Grupo de Matrimonio       Smith 

6:30-11:30pm Vigilia de reparación    Iglesia Antigua 

Sábado, 1 de noviembre 

8:00am  Misa     Iglesia Antigua 

3:30pm  Confesiones       Iglesia 

5:00pm  Misa de Vigilia                    Iglesia 

Domingo, 2 de noviembre 

8:30am  Misa             Iglesia 

9:00am  Preparación para Bautismo       Smith 

11:00am Misa                        Iglesia 

11:00am Práctica del Coro            San Miguel 
1:00pm  Misa en español            Iglesia 

Escuela Parroquial de Santa María  
118 York Street SE, Aiken, SC 29801 

Sr. Carlos Overstreet, Director  
803.649.2071  Fax:  803.643.0092 

excelatstmarys.com 

Horario de Oœcina: 7:30am a 3:30pm lunes a viernes 
(cuando la escuela está en sesión)  

Alcoholicos Anonimos (AA) 
1889 Columbia Highway, N. Aiken, SC 29805 

Telefono: 214.903.1812 

        7:00pm Todos los domingos. 
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6º Torneo Anual de Golf del PTO 

¡Acompáñanos el 15 de noviembre en 
Top Golf para el 6º Torneo Anual de 
Golf del PTO! Visita nuestro sitio web 
stmaryschoolaiken.com/support-sms/
golf.cfm o escanea el código QR para 
más información. ¡El almuerzo está 

incluido!  ¿No juegas golf? ¡También hay boletos 
sociales disponibles para comer, jugar mini-golf y 
mucho más! ¡También contamos con oportunidades 
de patrocinio! 
¡Nos vemos allí y gracias por apoyar al PTO de SMS! 

¡Presentamos 

al Consejo Estudiantil SMS 2025-2026! 
¡Conozcan a nuestros talentosos y apasionados 
nuevos miembros del consejo estudiantil, quienes 
están ofreciendo su tiempo y talentos para hacer de 
nuestra escuela el mejor lugar posible! 
Este año nos estamos enfocando en la cultura de la 
fe, incorporando un nuevo cargo: Embajador de Fe 
y Servicio 

Sábado, 1 de noviembre — Solemnidad de 
Todos los Santos      
               No es día de precepto en 2025 

Horarios de Misa para el 1 de noviembre: 
8:00am con música especial del Réquiem de Carl 
 Drobisch. 
Habrá una Misa de Vigilia a las 5:00pm para el 
Domingo, 2 de noviembre — Conmemoración de 
 Todos los Fieles Difuntos. 
Los horarios de Misa seguirán el horario regular del 
domingo. 

 

 

No habrá Misa en el cementerio este año. 
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Retirement Planning
College Savings Plans
Financial Planning

Stephen Anaclerio
Financial Advisor
One 10th Street Suite 600
Augusta, GA 30901

803-642-7044
Stephen.j.anaclerio@morganstanley.com
© 2014 Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. Member SIPC.
CRC897562 06/14

CALL FOR 
A FREE 

ESTIMATE

(803) 
634-3566

• MOWING, TRIMMING, BLOWING  
& WEEDING • DEBRIS REMOVAL

Betty Cortez - Owner - Parishioner
Kitchen: 10am - 6pm    Store: 10am - 7pm 

Open Mon. - Sat.: 10 am - 7pm
2460 Wagener Rd. - Aiken

803-648-0403

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™

md-medalert.com

$1995

Starting At

4 Ambulance/Police  
4 Family/Friends 
4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.809.3570
CALL  

NOW!

At Rural Health Services, we’re dedicated to providing top-quality healthcare 
that is accessible and affordable for everyone. Whether you need routine check-
ups, specialized care, or dental services; our compassionate team is here to 
meet your needs. Conveniently located and committed to the well-being of our 
community, we’re your trusted partner and Patient-Centered Medical Home.

1. QUALITY   2. CONVENIENCE   3. AFFORDABILITY 1. CALIDAD   2. CONVENIENCIA   3. ASEQUIBILIDAD

En Rural Health Services, nos dedicamos a brindar atención médica de alta calidad que 
sea accesible y asequible para todos. Ya sea que necesite chequeos de rutina, atención 
especializada o servicios dentales; Nuestro compasivo equipo está aquí para satisfacer sus 
necesidades. Convenientemente ubicados y comprometidos con el bienestar de nuestra 
comunidad, somos su socio de confianza y su hogar médico centrado en el paciente.

WHY CHOOSE US? ¿POR QUÉ ELEGIRNOS?

The greatest compliment 
you can give is a referral.

Collette R Ball Ins Agcy Inc
Collette Ball, Agent

Parishioner
	

	 3066 Whiskey Rd 
	 Aiken, SC 29803
	 Bus 803-648-2973 
	 Fax 803-335-2273
	 Cell 803-295-6894
	 collette.ball.crmh@statefarm.com

347-331-2854
Grace.DePompo@exprealty.com

Lic# 137237S

GRACE DEPOMPO
EXP realtor

Trusted Service Since 1967

803-649-9803
www.aikenpest.com

REMEMBER
The Unborn

Jer 1:5
liferunners.org

Parishioner

As a CFP® Fiduciary Client’s Interest Always Come First

William Coscioni CFP®, CPA

803-644-0701
• Financial Planning • Investment Management

• Tax Planning & Preparation
“A Registered Investment Advisor”
(Fee only - No product commissions accepted)

910 Dougherty Road, Aiken, SC 29803 | www.wealthcare910.com
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LET’S GROW  

YOUR BUSINESS 

Place Your Ad Here  
and Support Our Parish!

 
CONTACT ME  
Steve Conn

SConn@4LPi.com 

(800) 477-4574 x2101

924 Hayne Ave. Aiken
803-642-3456

ShellhouseFuneralHome.com

715 East Pine Log Rd. Aiken
803-641-4401

ShellhouseRiversFuneralHome.com

Aiken’s Only Onsite Crematory*

FREDandKT@gmail.com

KT RUTHVEN
REALTOR® | VP

CELL: 803-617-9356

FRED WICKS
REALTOR® | VP

CELL: 803-645-3543

www.AugustaCremation.com

Catholic Owned & Operated

Cremation From $1,045

Burial From $4,825

706-724-1885
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BRADLEY PLUMBING

& HEATING, INC.

150 RUTLAND DRIVE NW

AIKEN, SC 29801

PLUMBING • HEATING • VENTILATION
AIR CONDITIONING

Timothy W. Redd          (803) 649-2155
President	 FAX: 642-2963

Ellen E. Miller llc

Licensed Marriage & Family �erapist

203 Laurens St.

Aiken, SC 29801

803.643.0173

By Appt. Only

Cathy Brennan
Vice President

Cell: 803-439-1357
E-mail: cbrennan@meybohm.com

142 Laurens St. NW • Aiken, SC 29801

Parishioner

Elder Law • Probate
Medicaid Asset Preservation

Guardianships • Conservatorships
Special Needs & Living Trusts / Wills

www.lindafarronknapp.com

803.335.1431 / 803.541.7676
Call for an appointment

135 Laurens St. SW, Suite 200, Aiken

Ron’s 
Home Repair Service

No Job Too Small
Painting & Other Services
Ron Tugya-Parishioner

803-642-9344

• No Repairs or Appraisal Needed 
• We also Cover All Closing Costs and Fees

Call: 706-631-8575 • omalarealty.com
email: propertybuyers@omalarealty.com

We Buy Houses 
for Cash in  

Any Condition

Carrie Katonak
Hair Specialist

Book your appointment (803) 221-5946

DayBreakAiken.com  ❤  803-226-0288 

24/7 Care | Respite Care | Alzheimer’s & Related Dementia Care

Grocery Shopping | Light Housekeeping | Laundry | Meal Preparation

Hospital/Facility Sitting | Companionship | Transportation

Home Health/Palliative/Hospice Support | Errands

Medication Reminders | Bathing Assistance | Dressing Assistance

1028 Hayne  

Avenue SW 

Aiken, SC 29801

Surgical Associates
Wayne T. Frei, M.D., FACS

General and Laparoscopic Surgery

Diplomate, American Board of Surgery

410 University Pkwy., Ste. 2310

Phone: 803.648.1318

1860 Richland Avenue West

803-226-0495

Gift 

Certificates 

Available

Dr. Michael Shirer and Dr. Susannah Shirer

	 Monday – Friday:
	 7:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

	 420 Hitchcock Pkwy
	  Aiken, SC

	 803-648-6400

	 Parishioners

www.shirerfamilydentistry.com

Residential & Commercial Interior Design

AIKEN, SOUTH CAROLINA
158 Laurens Street, Aiken, SC 29801
(803) 649-0616 • Hours Mon-Sat 10-5

nandinahome.com
	SUSAN VICTOR		  SUE SHANNON
	Co-Owner/Interior Designer	 Co-Owner/Interior Designer

Personal Insurance • Business Insurance

Medical & Life Insurance • Discounts

129 Park Ave. SW | 803-649-5141

info@hecos.com | www.hecos.com

Computerized
Engine Analysis

Professional
Import and Domestic

Auto Service

643-9266
460 Silver Bluff Rd.

Steve Young

Owner

Parishioner

AIKEN, S.C.

AUTO TECH. INC.

For All Your Import Needs

Paul W. Durban, CIC
Durban-Laird’s, Inc.

Insurance Agents & Brokers
155 Laurens Street, SW • P.O. Box 422

Aiken, SC 29802
Phone (803) 649-2561 • Fax (803) 648-8760

paul@durban-laird.com

mary@marycampbelllaw.com 
149 Chesterfield St South, Aiken, SC 29801 

Areas of Practice Include:
            (Se Habla Español)

Main 
803-642-4450

Immigration 
803-226-0072

Real Estate, Loan, HELOC Transactions 
 Uncontested Divorce | Name Change 

 Mediation (Civil & Family)  

Immigration Law

Parishioner

Aiken’s newest senior living community
	

Family owned | Opening October 2023

Call 803-281-8600 for more information
3400 Whiskey Rd. • Aiken, SC 29803

Serving with faith, knowledge, compassion,

and love. Providing assisted living
and memory care services.


