
December 17, 2023 

St. Mary Help of Christians  

Catholic Church 

LAETARE  SUNDAY 



 

Welcome to St. Mary’s Help of Christians Parish 
Parish of the Catholic Diocese of Charleston 

We welcome all who are visiting.  If you attend regularly and consider St. Mary’s your parish, we encourage 
you to register as a member.  You may fill out and submit the form online, or print the  form from the 
website and return it to the parish office. 

The Most Rev. Jacques E. Fabre-Jeune, CS 
Bishop of Charleston 
 

Parish Clergy  
Very Rev. Richard C. Wilson, VF, Pastor 

Rev. Orlando Serrano Ardila, Parochial Vicar 
 

Dcn. Alejandro Leguizamon        Dcn. Al Matousek          

Dcn. Robert Pierce                            Dcn. Stephen Platte 
 

Staff      
Mr. Patrick Wray, Director of Administration 
  803.649.4777 ext. 112 
  pwray@charlestondiocese.org 
 

Mrs. Kimberly Gaynor, Administrative Assistant  
     to Fr. Wilson  803.649.4777 ext. 114 
     kgaynor@charlestondiocese.org 
 

Mrs.  Laura Webster, Principal of St. Mary’s School 
  803.649.2071     lwebster@stmaryschoolaiken.com 
 

Ms. Phyllis Waters, Business Manager 
  803.649.4777 ext. 102   
  pwaters@charlestondiocese.org 
 

Ms. Katherine More, Bookkeeper 
  803.649.4777  ext. 104     
  kmore@charlestondiocese.org 
 

Ms. Frances Gledhill, Parish Secretary  
  803.649.4777 ext. 113 
  fgledhill@charlestondiocese.org 
 

Mrs. Mary Ellen Jackson, MA 
  Director of  Religious Education  
  803.642.2676/803.507.1060 (C) 
  mjackson@charlestondiocese.org 
 

Mrs. Joan LaBone, Director of Youth Formation  
   and Ministry 
  803.215.7040 (C) 
  jlabone@charlestondiocese.org 
 

Mr. V. Franklin Deese II, Parish Musician  
  706.550.5047 (C) 
  fdeese@charlestondiocese.org 
 

Mrs. Karen Van Deren, Sacristan  
  803.979.3181 (C) 
  kvanderen@charlestondiocese.org 
 

Safe Environment   
  803.649.4777 ext. 114 
  AikenSEC@charlestondiocese.org 
 

Sr. Ana Gema Villafaña Ruiz, HCJC 
  803.989.9440 © 
 

Sr. Maria Bertha (Martha) Zuniga, HCJS  
  803.645.3666 (C) 

Contact Us 
St. Mary Help of Christians Catholic Church 
Parish Office:  203 Park Avenue SE 
                          Aiken, SC 29801 
Ph:  803.649.4777                Fax:  888.552.1016 
email:  
ParishOfficeStMaryAiken@charlestondiocese.org 
Website:  www.stmarys-aiken.org 
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Locations 
St. Mary’s Church: 138 Fairfield St. SE            
Old St. Mary’s:  125 Park Ave. SE                  
Ste Claire Chapel: 125 Park Ave. SE                   

Parish Office Hours   
Monday — Friday          8:30am — 4:30pm  
 

Holy Mass Schedule 
Saturday Vigil 5:00pm - Church  
Sunday  8:30am, 11:00am, 5:00pm - Church  
Domingo Misa en español, 1:00pm - Iglesia  
 

Weekday Mass Schedule 
Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri.  5:30pm - Old St. Mary’s 
Wednesday 8:20am - Church   
Miércoles 7:00pm - Old St. Mary’s 
Thursday Nursing Home 10:00am — Call before  
  attending 
Saturday Morning Mass 8:00am - Old St. Mary’s 
 

Confessions 
Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri.  4:45 - 5:15pm - Old St. Mary’s 
Wed. 6:15—6:45pm - Old St. Mary’s  
Saturday  3:30 - 4:30pm - Church  
Sunday  12:30pm - Spanish - Church 
 

Perpetual Adoration - Ste Claire Chapel 
 

Rosary - Before Daily Mass 
 

Live Stream Mass  (On YouTube) 
Sunday 11:00am Mass 
 

Sunday Homilies Online 
Audio versions of all the weekend homilies are  
available on the parish website. Go to St. Mary’s 
website at www.stmarys-aiken.org.  Scroll to the 
bottom of the home page and click on “Listen to 
Homilies”. 
 

Nursery 
Available during 8:30 & 11:00am Sunday Masses 
in Mother Teresa Conference Room - Ages 6 months 
to less than 5 years. 

A Map of St. Mary’s Campus can be found at:       
         https://www.stmarys-aiken.org/campus-map 



Envelope/Cash Offertory   Mar. 10 $   24,141.78 
Online Offertory for           Mar. 10 $   20,423.00 
 

Total Annual Budget           $ 1,924,000.00    

Totals as of Sunday, March 10, 2024 Pastor’s Corner                   +JMJ+ 

Have You Signed Up for Online Giving with Our 
Parish? 
Here are some ways Online Giving benefits you: 
• Secure and Confidential —  Adheres to banking 

security standards 
• Flexible — Start, stop, or change your 

contributions at any time 
• Simple to sign up: 
      1.  Go to St. Mary’s website at  
  www.stmarys-aiken.org 
      2.  Click on “GIVING” and then “SUNDAY” 
      3.  Make your selections 
      4.  You can also make special collection  
            choices online 
• Contributions are via direct withdrawal or credit 

online 
If you need assistance, or to discontinue online 
giving, please call 1.800.348.2886. 

The Parish Finance Council recommends monthly 
frequency for the Sunday offering  

to minimize transaction fees. 
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St. Vincent de Paul Society 
For food or financial assistance call 803.642.3211 

Open Monday — Thursday  9:00am —1:00pm                          
Closed On Fridays. 

Dying to produce fruit… 
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

 Today’s Gospel might have been powerful 
words of encouragement in the faith journey of 
persecuted early Christian community to whom the 
“beloved disciple” writes. During the festivals in 
Jerusalem some Greeks went to worship and wished 
to see Jesus through the help of disciples.  
 

 To “see” Jesus is not just to look at Him, which 
is what those Greeks presumably wanted. To “see” 
Jesus is to enter totally into his way of thinking, to 
understand why he had to suffer and die and rise 
again. Like the grain of wheat, Jesus must let go of 
everything, including his own life, in order to bring 
life to him and many others.  
 

 If we cannot see this as the core of Jesus’ life, 
we have not really seen Him. In the words of St. 
Athanasius, we can see Jesus only through death, 
through the cross with which Christ bears much fruit 
for all the centuries. To “see” Jesus means that we 
understand that by submitting to an undeserved 
death, Jesus has given the benefit of faith and 
salvation to humanity. Mahatma Gandhi reflects the 
same when he said,  “the best way to find yourself is 
to lose yourself in the service of others.”  
 

 Jesus’ words remind that his followers must 
follow in his steps even unto death. The grain, of 
course, does not actually die but is totally 
transformed into something completely new: roots, 
leaves, and fruit (Easter). Similarly, the caterpillar lets 
go of being a caterpillar to become transformed into 
something altogether different and often much more 
beautiful —a moth or butterfly. 
 

 And, if we want to see Jesus, we must walk his 
Way. “If a man serves me, is my disciple, he must 
follow me. Where I am, my servant will be there 
too.”  (Jn 12:26). It means walking with Jesus and with 
Mary all the way to Calvary, wherever that happens to 
be for each of us. Jesus, who let go of everything for 
us, invites us to be with Him all the way along by 
sacrificing himself and allowing his  Father’s will to be 
done. 
 

 May God help all of us to die to self that we 
might produce fruit for Him! 
 

   All the best…in Christ,  
   Father Wilson 

Wheelchair Express  
We are in need of additional Wheelchair Express 
drivers for 8:30am and 11am Masses at the New 
Church on Fairfield Street. Volunteers would rotate 
with others once every three weeks or so.  
Wheelchair Express is available for anyone needing 
wheelchair assistance into the sanctuary and back 
to their vehicles after Mass on Sundays.  Volunteers 
are present 30 minutes before each of the Masses. 
If you are interested in helping with this ministry, 
please contact Bobbie or George Sich at 
740.981.2961 

Gift Shop 
Hours: Sundays 9:00am — 1:00pm and the first 
weekend of every month after Saturday 5:00pm 
Mass and Sunday 1:00pm & 5:00pm Masses. 

Happy St. Patrick’s Day!  Happy St. Joseph’s Day!   
Stop by the gift shop to see the lovely statues, Celtic 
crosses, fonts and books about these wonderful 
saints!  Reminder:  We will be closed Easter 
weekend, so only one more week to buy something 
special for your Easter baskets! 



Readings for  March 17 — March 24 Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration  
in Ste Claire Chapel 

 

“Could you not keep watch for one 
hour?” Mk. 14:37 

 

Ready to try a weekly holy hour with 
Jesus?  

Hours in Most Need 
Sat. 2am (Fri. night) 
Sat. 9pm  
Sun. 9pm 
All Hours in Need 
MON: 12mdnt; 2am; 3am 
TUES: 12midnt; 3am; 4am; 12Noon 
WED: 1am; 2am; 1pm 
THU: 12mdnt; 1am; 2am 
FRI: 4am; 6am 
SAT: 1am; 2am; 4pm; 5pm; 9pm; 10pm 
SUN: 2am; 3am; 4am; 9pm; 11pm 
 

To sign up, please go to the parish website at  
https://www.stmarys-aiken.org/ perpetualeucharistic-

adoration, or contact Lori Rainchuso at 
larue150@yahoo.com or 860.919.5674 

©LPi 

Sunday:  Jer 31:31-34             Ps 51:3-4, 12-15  
   Heb 5:7-9           Jn 12:20-33   Scrutiny: Ez 37:12-14 
Ps 130: 1-8         Rom 8:8-11       Jn 11:1-45  or  11:3-7, 
   17, 20-27, 33b-45    
Monday:  Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62  or   
   13:41c-62            Ps 23:1-6          Jn 8:1-11  
Tuesday:  2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16             Ps 89:2-5, 
    27 and 29          Rom 4:13, 16-18, 22            Mt 1:16, 
   18-21, 24a  or  Lk 2:41-51a  
Wednesday:  Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95            Dn 3:52-56 
   Jn 8:31-42  
Thursday:  Gn 17:3-9          Ps 105:4-9          Jn 8:51-59  
Friday:   Jer 20:10-13           Ps 18:2-7         Jn 10:31-42  
Saturday:  Ez 37:21-28           Jer 31:10-13   
   Jn 11:45-56 
Next Sunday:  Mk 11:1-10  or  Jn 12:12-16     Is 50:4-7 
   Ps 22:8-9, 17-24              Phil 2:6-11   Mk 14:1—15:47 
   or  15:1-39  

Holy Mass Intentions    

Friday, March 22 
5:30pm William Joseph 
   Featherston 
Saturday,  March 23 
8:00am Mary M. Reilly 
5:00pm Ronald H. Krenta 
   Carol  Reeve 
   Amelia Florentine 
   Roger Cubbage 
   George DePasse 
   Penny Goergen 
Sunday, March 24 
8:30am Clareanne 

Lanktree 
11:00am  Robert Runnels 
1:00pm  Armando Lopez 
5:00pm For All the People  
   of the Parish 

(L)  Denotes  Living   

Sunday, March 17 
8:30am Richard Shalz 
11:00am  Pasquale Crea 
1:00pm  For All the People 

of the Parish 
5:00pm Phyllis Ann Bennett 
Monday, March 18 
5:30pm  Anna Hewitt 
Tuesday, March 19 
5:30pm  Tammy Taylor (L) 
Wednesday, March 20 
8:20am  Phyllis A. Bennett 
7:00pm Rosemary Tadeo 
   (L) 
Thursday, March 21 
10:00 (Barclay) 
5:30pm Paul Maddux 

Baptisms/Bautismos:    
March 2    Seraphina Grace Berry daughter of   
     Bendan Berry & Mary Haas 

The Stations of the Cross will 
be prayed every 

 Friday during Lent in 
 Old St. Mary Church 

6:15pm in English 
7:00pm in Spanish 
and Mondays at  

11:00am in English        Page 3 

Deaths/Difuntos: March 6 Jan Vaclav Peer 

Additional Confession Times Added:  
Week of March 18th 
     Last Easter, we had three priests in residence here 
at St. Mary’s. As you know, that’s no longer the case. 
Accordingly, we cannot have confessions on Good 
Friday and Holy Saturday as we have in the past. Last 
year we heard over 120 confessions on each of those 
days. With just two priests we cannot handle that 
number. This year we will not be having confessions 
on Good Friday or Holy Saturday.  
     Accordingly, we have added extra confession 
times for the week of March 18th. Both Father 
Orlando and I will be available to hear confessions 
for one hour as follows: 
 

4:15 - 5:15pm, Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, 
 March 18th, 19th, 21st, and 22nd 
5:15 - 6:15pm, Wednesday, March 20th 
3:30 - 4:30pm, Saturday, March 23rd  
 

     Please mark your calendar and plan to get your 
confession in at these times (or earlier)  so that you 
will be prepared for the Easter season. Thanks so 
much!  Father Wilson 

Solemnity of St. Joseph - March 19th 
St. Joseph—Foster Father of Jesus 

“Renowned  offspring  of  David,  Head  of  the  Holy 
Family,  Pillar  of  Families,  Protector  of  the  Holy 

Church,  St. Joseph,  Pray for  Us.” 



Holy Baptism 
The birth of your child is such a gift!  Let St. Mary’s 
parish help you give the gift of new birth through the 
waters of Holy Baptism.  For a child to receive 
Baptism at St. Mary’s, please note that at least one 
parent must be a practicing Catholic, regularly attend 
Holy Mass, participate in the life of the parish, and be 
registered at St. Mary’s at least three months prior to 
requesting the date for Baptism. In this, you become 
part of our wider parish family! Parents must attend 
our Baptismal Preparation session prior to the 
Baptism. The next session is Sunday, May 19, 2024 at 
10:00am in Smith Hall.  Registration is necessary so 
that we can prepare for you. Please contact Chris 
Ascherman at 803.845.0568.  Godparents are 
encouraged to attend a Baptismal Preparation 
session as well.  Since godparents promise to help 
raise your child in the practice of the Catholic faith, 
godparents must be practicing Catholics at whatever 
parish they attend.   
 

Holy Communion & Confirmation 
These incredible Sacraments nourish and strengthen 
us in our Catholic faith so that we can live as “the light 
of the world” (St. Matthew 5:14).  Please note:  
Parents and children must be registered with St. 
Mary’s and faithfully attend Mass on Sundays and 
Holy Days of Obligation.  Children who are not 
enrolled in our Catholic school must attend a 
minimum of two years of Christian Formation classes 
and satisfy the attendance policy.  For more 
information contact: Joan LaBone at 803.215.7040 or 
jlabone@charlestondiocese.org. 
 

Holy Matrimony 
Congratulations! The world truly needs strong, 
faithful couples. Our parish stands ready to help 
prepare you for your life together in Christ. The 
Diocese of Charleston requires a minimum of six 
months preparation for the Sacrament of Marriage.  
Please contact us as soon as you are engaged so that 
we can share your joy and begin the process of 
reserving a date for your special day. Please 
understand that not all dates at the church may be 
available.  For information, call 803.649.4777 ext.114 
to leave a message for Kimberly Gaynor. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
Are you seriously ill, facing surgery, or of advanced 
age? Receive grace and strength from the Sacrament 
of Anointing of the Sick, the Church’s Sacrament of 
healing. Call 803.649.4777 ext. 113. 

SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION 

More information about the Sacraments can be 
found on our parish website:   

www.stmarys-aiken.org  

CATHOLIC YOUTH FORMATION AND  
YOUTH MINISTRY 

Contact:  Mrs. Joan Marie LaBone 
jlabone@charlestondiocese.org 

803.215.7040 
 

Mar. 17—Sunday Morning CCD 9:45-10:45am 
 6-8 Formation Class in Bosco 9:45-10:45am 
Mar. 17— 11:30am-6:00pm 8th grade Confirmation  
   Retreat  
Mar. 17— No Evening Ministry 
Mar. 19— Grade 6-8 Formation Class 6:00-7:00pm 
 High School Catch Up Class 7:15-8pm Bosco 
Sundays, March 24 & 31, April 7—No Morning 
 Sunday School 
Tuesdays, March 26, April 2 and 9—No Classes 
March 24—Middle School Night 
 

Save the date: Good Friday, Mar. 29, Living Stations 
of the Cross, 1:30pm in front of Old St. Mary’s 

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA)   

RCIA meets Tuesdays, 6:00 – 7:30pm in Mother Teresa 
Hall (125 Union St. SE). For more information, contact 
Mary Ellen Jackson at 803.642.2676  or 
mjackson@charlestondiocese.org  

Next Scheduled Baptism Date (English)  
APRIL 06, 2024 — 11:00am in the church on Fairfield 
• Baptism preparation class must have been 

completed.  
• All paperwork must be submitted to the office 

one month prior to the date of Baptism. 
For more information or to schedule a Baptism, 
please call the parish office at 803.649.4777 

St. Mary’s Church and Aiken Shepeard 
Blood Center Will Host a Blood Drive at : 

Hitchcock Place  - 353 Fabian Drive, Aiken 
The second campaign for 2024 began March  1 and 
will end April 27. 
To expedite your time at the center we recommend 
the following: 
• Call 803.643.7996 for an appointment. 
• Fill out your health questionnaire the day of the 

drive. 
• Please tell the center and the phlebotomist that 

you are donating for St. Mary’s of Aiken     

Looking ahead …  
Plan to attend our Easter Art Talk on the Altarpiece of 
Ghent (also known as the Adoration of the Lamb). 
Friday April 12 at 6:15pm in St. Michael Hall. Light 
snacks including wine & cheese. Questions? Contact 
Mary Ellen Jackson at 803.642.2676 or 
mjackson@charlestondiocese.org  



THE WEEK AHEAD   
Sunday, March 17 
8:30am  Mass                      Church 
9:45am  Café      Mother Teresa 
11:00am Mass                   Church 
1:00pm  Mass in Spanish      Church 
5:00pm  Mass      Church 
Monday, March 18   
9:00am  Prayer Shawl Ministry   Smith Hall Down 
11:00am Stations of the Cross         Old St. Mary’s 
4:15-5:15pm Confessions          Old St. Mary’s 
5:30pm  Mass             Old St. Mary’s 
Tuesday, March 19 
6:30am  Rosary       Old St. Mary’s 
7:00am  Men’s Prayer Group     Smith Hall Down 
3:30pm  Grief Share     Mother Teresa 
3:30pm  Legion of Mary              Smith Hall Down 
4:15-5:15pm Confessions          Old St. Mary’s 
5:30pm  Mass             Old St. Mary’s 
6:00pm  RCIA-English     Mother Teresa 
Wednesday, March 20 
8:20am  School Mass       Church 
9:30am  NO Adult Bible Study   St. Michael Hall 
1:00pm  Millions of Monicas           Old St. Mary’s 
3:30pm  Legion of Mary              Smith Hall Down 
5:15-6:15pm Confessions          Old St. Mary’s 
7:00pm  Mass in Spanish     Old St. Mary’s 
Thursday, March 21 
11:15am Adult Bible Study            Smith Hall 
3:00pm  Legion of Mary                          Smith Hall 
4:15-5:15pm Confessions          Old St. Mary’s 
5:30pm  Mass             Old St. Mary’s 
7:00pm  Exodus 90 Men’s Grp    St. Michael Conf  
Friday, March 22 
6:00am  That Man is You    Mother Teresa 
10:00am Book Club    St. Michael Hall 
4:15-5:15pm Confessions      Old St. Mary’s 
5:30pm  Mass         Old St. Mary’s 
6:15pm  Stations of the Cross         Old St. Mary’s 
7:00pm  Stations in Spanish     Old St. Mary’s 
Saturday, March 23 
8:00am  Mass       Old St. Mary’s 
10:30am Church Tour w/Fr. Wilson   Church 
3:30-4:30pm Confessions     Church 
5:00pm               Palm Sunday Vigil Mass   Church 
6:30pm  Married Couples Date Nite    St. Angela 
Sunday, March 24—Palm Sunday 
8:30am  Mass                      Church 
9:45am  Café  (No Class)                Mother Teresa 
11:00am Mass                   Church 
1:00pm  Mass in Spanish      Church 
5:00pm  Mass      Church 

Altar Server Training  
TODAY, Mar. 17          Apr.14  

2:30 — 4:00pm in the church 
Contact: Greg Hightower, at 803.292.2457 or 
 Email:  jghightower@bellsouth.net 

Employment Opportunity 
Full Time Maintenance Worker 

For more information  
Please contact Patrick Wray 

803.649.4777 Ext. 112 

Parish Perks!   
Join us for coffee and fellowship after the 

Sunday 8:30am Mass in St. Michael Hall 
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Columbus Club Fish Dinner 
$15/person $75 for families of 6 or more. 

Reservations $15/person 
Help support our Columbus Club Projects 

Drive-through service is available for pick-up orders 
Admittance by ticket only 
Friday, March  22, 2024 

RSVPs accepted until, March 20 
* * * Walk-ins MAY  NOT be accepted! * * * 

Open 5:00pm   Serving  5:30 to 7:30pm  
Columbus Club    1037 Spaulding Dr.  Aiken, SC 
 

Fish (baked or fried), Fries, Dinner Roll & Coleslaw 
One (1) FREE draft beer for ages 21+ (dine-in only) 
or One (1)  soda per ticket      Cash bar (dine in only) 

 

Make checks payable to the Columbus Club. 
 

For tickets or reservations please call: 
Dennis Fraser  803.507.0066 
Craig Burgess 803.439.0468 
Mark Szymanski  803.645.1405  
Jim Loftis   803.335.8517  
John Kvartek  803.226.1597  
St. Mary’s Office  803.649.4777 

Thursday Bible Study  
Join us as we continue reading the Gospel of John,  
Thursdays at 11:15am in Smith Hall.  All are welcome! 
Just bring your bible. For more information contact 
Mary Ellen at mjackson@charlestondiocese.org or 
803.642.2676.  We will not meet March 28 or April 4. 

Wednesday Bible Study  
Our group will not meet March 20 & 27.  

We will return after Easter on Wednesday, April 3. 
Call Martha at 865.599.8473 or whittimp@gmail.com 

Knights of Columbus Yard Sale May 17 & 18 
Please donate household items, baby and kitchen 
items, lamps, furniture, tools, jewelry, antiques, 
clothing, books, toys, bedding, outdoor furniture.  For 
pick ups call Mark (803.634.1437) or Dennis  
(803.507.0066). 



St. Mary’s Parish School 
118 York Street SE, Aiken, SC 29801 

Mrs. Laura Webster, Principal 
Ph: 803.649.2071   Fax:  803.643.0092 

www.stmaryschoolaiken.com 

 Office Hours:  Mon — Fri 7:30am—3:30pm 

Church Tour with Father Wilson 
Fr. Wilson will give a tour of our beautiful church on 
Fairfield St. on Saturday, March 23rd at 10:30am.  
Sign up here:  

https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/9040448AAA62BABFA7-46785020-church#/ 

 

Make sure you choose the March tour. 

The Eucharistic Revival  
“The desire to embrace his Father's plan of 
redeeming love inspired Jesus' whole life, for 
his redemptive passion was the very reason 
for his Incarnation. And so he asked, ‘And 

what shall I say? 'Father, save me from this hour'? No, 
for this purpose I have come to this hour’ And again, 
‘Shall I not drink the cup which the Father has given 
me?’ From the cross, just before ‘It is finished’, he said, 
‘I thirst.’ ” (CCC 607). Jesus came to redeem us – to 
redeem you – knowing what it would cost. Lent is a 
time to reflect on God’s incomprehensible love for us, 
even to offering his body on the cross, and to sharing 
his body in Holy Communion.  That is a lot to ponder. 

The Domestic Church 
Today is St. Patrick’s Day, which is overshadowed by 
Sunday – but you can still celebrate him! This week 
we also honor two other important saints. March 19 is 
the solemnity of St. Joseph, the foster father of Jesus 
and the protector of the Church. St. Cyril of 
Jerusalem’s feast day is March 18. Born in 315, Saint 
Cyril became a Bishop and a Doctor of the Church. 
Cyril wrote a collection of 23 lectures for those 
entering the Church. The first 18 were given during 
Lent and were based on the Jerusalem Baptismal 
Creed, and the last 5 were delivered after Easter.  
Look up at least one of these great saints, and 
celebrate his life with decorations, Lent-appropriate 
food, perhaps music, and more.  Be creative!  
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Employment Opportunity 
St. Mary Help of Christians Catholic School is seeking  
•   A full-time elementary school teacher for the 2024
 -2025 school year.  
•   A full-time junior high math teacher for the 2024-
 2025 school year.   
Applicants should be certified and/or eligible for SC 
certification. Qualified applicant should submit his/
her resume and cover letter to the front office by 
mail, in person, or electronically at 

office@stmaryschoolaiken.com 

BBQ Fundraiser 
A BBQ dinner in St. Angela Hall to benefit SMS 
Athletics will be held on Tuesday, March 26th from 
5:30 until 7:30pm.  Reservations are required by 
3/21 and can be made by phone at 803.649.2071.  
Payment of cash or check will be accepted at the 

door. Go to tinyurl.com/4rjsh3ez to view 
the menu.  Dine in and have SMS Athletes 
serve you, or place an order to go!   

Go Saints!!! 
 

Use your phone to view the menu!  

Annual Catholic Women’s Association 
(CWA) Game/Card Party 
 

Saturday, April 20  9:30am - 2:30pm 
St. Angela Hall 
$15.00/person 

 

All proceeds will benefit Aiken Senior Life Services 
and Aiken County Child Advocacy Center. 
You may reserve a table by calling 954.560.4907 or 
803.648.7188 between April 1 & April 16. 
Donations of breakfast breads for morning coffee 
and cookies for lunch dessert as well as wrapped  
door prizes ($10 max) are greatly appreciated. Bring 
them to St. Angela Hall on Friday, April 19 between 
10:00am and 4:00pm.  
Thank you for helping with this worthwhile event. If 
you would like to volunteer or have questions, call 
Claire at 803.270.0887 

Prayer March on Holy Saturday, 
March 30th 
People to People Ministry of Aiken is planning a 
Prayer March on Holy Saturday, March 30. 
Participants will meet near the train depot and 
starting at 10:00am walk the usual parade route, 
praying for our community. Afterward you are invited 
to a gathering at 12noon at Generations Park. The 
primary purpose of the Prayer Walk is to pray and 
seek God’s face in accordance with 2 Chronicles 
7:14: “...if my people, who are called by my name, will 
humble themselves and pray and seek my face and 
turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from 
heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their 
land.” Questions? Contact Michael Frazier at 
803.270.4505 or php403@att.net 

Millions of Monicas       
Wednesday, March 20th 

1:00pm  
Old Saint Mary’s Church 



formación cristiana 

Las intenciones para las Misas diarias se encuentran 
en la pagina dos (2) 

LAS LECTURAS DE LAS ESCRITURA 
del 17 al 24 de Marzo 2024 
Domingo:  Jr 31, 31-34             Sal 50, 3-4. 12-15  
   Heb 5, 7-9             Jn 12, 20-33    
Escrutinio: Ez 37, 12-14           Sal 129, 1-8       Rom 8,   
   8-11           Jn 11, 1-45  o  11, 3-7. 17. 20-27. 33-45    
Lunes:   Dn 13, 1-9. 15-17. 19-30. 33-62  o  13, 41-62 
   Sal 22, 1-6             Jn 8, 1-11  
Martes:  2 Sm 7, 4-5. 12-14. 16            Sal 88, 2-5. 27 y 
  29 Rom 4, 13. 16-18. 22             Mt 1, 16. 18-21. 24  o 
  Lc 2, 41-51  
Miércoles:   Dn 3, 14-20. 91-92. 95            Dn 3, 52-56 
  Jn 8, 31-42  
Jueves:  Gn 17, 3-9          Sal 104, 4-9          Jn 8, 51-59  
Viernes:  Jr 20, 10-13         Sal 17, 2-7        Jn 10, 31-42  
Sábado:  Ez 37, 21-28       Jr 31, 10-13      Jn 11, 45-56 
Domingo siguiente: Mc 11, 1-10  o  Jn 12, 12-16 
   Is 50, 4-7           Sal 21, 8-9. 17-24         Flp 2, 6-11 
   Mc 14, 1—15, 47  o  15, 1-39 

©LPi 
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Vía Crucis  
Cada viernes durante la Cuaresma a las 7:00pm 

En la Iglesia Antigua. 

Rezo del Santo Rosario 
Todos los Domingos, a las 12:30PM, antes de la Misa 
en Español, está invitado a saludar a la Santísima 
Virgen con la oración del Santo Rosario. Si gustas 
participar dirigiendo esta oración, comunícate con 
Carlos Fierros y Nancy Rubio al 803.645.9169. 

Hay que morir para dar frutos… 
 

Queridos amigos en Cristo, 

 Las palabras del Evangelio de hoy fueron un 
gran  incentivo para la primera comunidad cristiana 
que era perseguida en su camino de fe y a la que se 
dirigía el “discípulo amado.”  Durante el festival en 
Jerusalén, había algunos griegos que habían venido 
a rendir culto y deseaban ver a Jesús y le pidieron 
ayuda a los discípulos.  

       “Ver” a Jesús no es sólo verlo físicamente, que 
era  probablemente la intención de los griegos.  El 
“ver” a Jesús es entrar de lleno en su forma de 
pensar, y entender por qué Él tiene que padecer, 
morir y resucitar.   Como el grano de trigo, Jesús 
tiene que morir a todo, incluyendo renunciar a su 
propia vida, para así tener vida Él y muchos otros.   

 Si no entendemos esto como el centro de la 
vida de Jesús, no lo hemos visto a Él en realidad. 
Usando las palabras de San Atanasio, podemos ver a 
Jesús sólo a través de la muerte, a través de la Cruz, 
con la que Cristo da muchos frutos por todos los 
siglos.  El “ver” a Jesús quiere decir que podemos 
ver que Jesús al  entregarse a una muerte no 
merecida, dió el fruto de la fe y salvación a la 
humanidad (Jn 12:25-26). Mahatma Gandhi 
reflexionó sobre lo mismo y dijo,  “la mejor forma de 
encontrarse uno mismo es perdiéndose en el 
servicio a otros.”  

 Las palabras de Jesús les recuerda a sus 
seguidores que deben seguir Su camino incluso 
hasta la muerte. El grano, por supuesto que no 
muere, sino que es transformado totalmente en algo 
nuevo: raíz, hoja y fruto (la Pascua).  Así como lo hace 
igualmente la oruga, que deja de ser oruga para 
transformarse en algo completamente diferente y a 
menudo hermoso—en una hermosa mariposa y 
mariposa nocturna.  

 Y si queremos ver a Jesús, debemos andar Su 
camino. “El que quiera servirme, que me siga, y 
donde yo esté, allí estará también mi servidor.”  (Jn 
12:26). Esto quiere decir caminar con Jesús y María 
todo el camino al Calvario, dondequiera que esté 
para cada uno de nosotros.  Jesús que todo lo dejó 
por nosotros, nos invita a estar con Él, por todo el 
camino y a través del sacrificio personal cumpliendo 
con la voluntad del Padre. 

 ¡Que Dios nos ayude a renunciar al "yo" y 
producir muchos frutos para Él! 

   Fraternalmente…en Cristo,  

   Padre Wilson 

La Tienda de Regalos  
Está abierta de 9:00am a 1:00pm todos los 
domingos y el primero domingo de cada mes 
después de la misa de la 1:00pm. 

Acto de Comunión Espiritual 
Mi Jesús,  Creo que estás realmente presente en el 
Santísimo Sacramento. Te amo por encima de todas 
las cosas y deseo poseerte dentro de mi alma. Ya 
que soy incapaz en este momento para recibirte 
sacramentalmente, ven al menos espiritualmente a 
mi corazón. Te abrazo como si ya estuvieras allí, y 
unirme totalmente a Ti. Nunca permitas que me 
separe de Ti. Amén 



Santo Bautismo 
¡El nacimiento de un hijo es un gran regalo que 
necesita renacer a través de las aguas del Bautismo! 
Para bautizar a un niño en Sta. María, tenga en 
cuenta que al menos uno de los padres debe ser 
católico practicante, asistir regularmente a la Santa 
Misa, participar en la vida de la parroquia y estar 
registrado en Sta. María al menos tres meses antes 
de solicitar la fecha para el bautismo.  Ambos padres 
deben asistir a las sesiones prebautismales. Dado 
que los padrinos prometen ayudar a criar a su hijo en 
la práctica de la fe católica, ellos deben ser católicos 
practicantes en la parroquia que asisten y se les 
anima a asistir a las sesiones de preparación 
bautismal también. Las próximas clases se llevarán a 
cabo el 19 & 26 de mayo. Es necesario registrarse 
para que podamos prepararnos para usted.  
Comuníquese con Luz Londoño al 803.480.6865.  

Sagrada Comunión y Confirmación 
Estos increíbles Sacramentos nos nutren y fortalecen 
en nuestra fe católica para que podamos vivir como 
“la luz del mundo” (San Mateo 5,14).  Tenga en 
cuenta: los padres y los niños deben estar 
registrados en Sta. María, asistir fielmente a misa los 
domingos y los días de precepto.  Los niños que no 
están inscritos en nuestra escuela católica deben 
asistir a un mínimo de dos años de clases de 
formación cristiana y cumplir con la política de 
asistencia.  Para más información contactarse con: 
Joan LaBone al jlabone@charlestondiocese.org 
o 803.215.7040. 

Santo Matrimonio 
¡Felicidades! El mundo realmente necesita parejas 
fuertes y fieles en Cristo. La Diócesis de Charleston 
requiere una preparación mínima de seis meses para 
el Sacramento del Matrimonio, así que comuníquese 
con nosotros tan pronto como se comprometa para 
que podamos compartir su alegría y comenzar el 
proceso de reservar una fecha para su día especial.  
Para registrarse y obtener más información por favor 
comuníquese con Sonia Jimenes 803.508.5370 o 
con la Hna. Ana Gema 803.989.9440  

Unción de Enfermos 
¿Está gravemente enfermo, se enfrenta a una cirugía 
o es de edad avanzada?  Reciba la gracia y la fuerza 
del Sacramento de la Unción de los Enfermos, el 
Sacramento de sanación de la Iglesia.  Comuníquese 
con 803.649.4777 ext. 113.  

Sagrado Sacramentos Próxima Fecha de Bautismo (Español) 

13 de abril 2024 a las 11:00am 
en la iglesia en la calle Fairfield. 

•   Las clases de preparación para el bautismo 
deben haber sido completadas  
• Toda la documentación deben presentarse en la 
oficina un mes antes de la fecha del bautismo. 
 

Para obtener más información o si desea programar 
un bautismo, llame a la oficina parroquial al 
802.649.4777 

Rito de Iniciación Cristiana para Adultos (rica) 
El programa de formación para adultos que 
requieren los Sacramentos de Bautismo, Comunión 
y/o Confirmación, son los martes de 7:00 a 9:00pm 
en el Smith Hall.  Para información puede acudir con 
las hermanas Ana Gema a 803.989.9440 or Martha a 
803.645.3666 o el equipo de RICA. 

Puede encontrar más información sobre los 
sacramentos en nuestro sitio web           
parroquial www.stmarys-aiken.org 

Page 8 

Escuela Parroquial  
de Santa María  

118 York Street SE, Aiken, SC 29801 
Sra. Laura Webster, Principal 

803.649.2071  Fax:  803.643.0092 
www.stmaryschoolaiken.com 

Horario de Oficina: lunes-viernes 7:30am - 3:30pm 

Oportunidad de Empleo  
Estamos buscando maestros  de tiempo complete 
para el ano escolar 2024-2025  
• Maestro de escuela primaria  
• Maestro de matemáticas de secundaria  
 

Los solicitantes deben estar certificados y/o ser 
elegibles para la certificación SC. El solicitante 
calificado debe enviar su currículum y carta de 
presentación a la oficina principal por correo, en 
persona o electrónicamente a 
 office@stmaryschoolaiken.com. 

 

BBQ para Recaudación de fondos  
El martes 26 de marzo se llevará a cabo una cena 
de BBQ en St. Angela Hall a beneficio de los 
Equipos Atleticos de SMS Athletics de 5:30 a 7:30. 
Las reservaciones deben realizarse antes del 21 de 
marzo y se pueden hacer por teléfono al 
803.649.2071.  Se aceptará pago en efectivo o 
cheque en la puerta. Vaya a tinyurl.com/4rjsh3ez 
para ver el menú. ¡Cene y haga que atletas de SMS 
le atiendan o haga un pedido para llevar!  

Solemnidad de San José - 19 de marzo 
 

San José, Padre Adoptivo de Jesús 
"Célebre descendiente de David, Jefe de la 

Sagrada Familia, Columna de Familias,  
Protector de la Santa Iglesia,  

San José, ruega por nosotros."             



EVENTOS PARA LA PROXIMA SEMANA 
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Domingo, 17 de marzo 
8:30am  Misa             Iglesia 
11:00am Misa         Iglesia 
11:00am Práctica del Coro            San Miguel 
1:00pm  Misa en español                     Iglesia 
5:00pm  Misa         Iglesia 
Lunes,18 de marzo 
4:15-5:15pm Confesiones       Iglesia Antigua 
5:30pm  Misa                     Iglesia Antigua 
5:45pm  Legión de María             Smith Hall 
7:00pm  Pequeña Communidad      Santa Teresa 
Martes, 19 de marzo 
4:15-5:15pm Confesiones       Iglesia Antigua 
5:30pm  Misa                     Iglesia Antigua 
7:00pm  RICA         Smith 
7:00pm  Este Hombre Eres Tú             San Miguel 
Miércoles, 20 de marzo   
8:20am  Misa                                  Iglesia 
5:15-6:15pm Confesiones       Iglesia Antigua                       
7:00pm  Misa         Iglesia Antigua 
Jueves, 21 de marzo   
4:15-5:15pm Confesiones      Iglesia Antigua 
5:30pm  Misa                     Iglesia Antigua 
7:00pm  Grupo de Oración    Iglesia Antigua 
Viernes,  22 de marzo 
4:15-5:15pm Confesiones      Iglesia Antigua   
5:30pm  Misa     Iglesia Antigua 
6:15pm  Vía Crucis en inglés    Iglesia Antigua  
7:00pm  Vía Crucis     Iglesia Antigua 
Sábado, 23 de marzo 
8:00am  Misa                     Iglesia Antigua 
3:30-4:30pm Confesiones                    Iglesia 
5:00pm  Misa Vigilia para Domingo 
  de Ramos                           Iglesia 
Domingo, 24 de marzo—Domingo de Ramos 
8:30am  Misa             Iglesia 
11:00am Misa         Iglesia 
11:00am Práctica del Coro            San Miguel 
1:00pm  Misa en español                     Iglesia 
5:00pm  Misa         Iglesia 

Formación Católica para Jóvenes y 
Ministerio Juvenil 

Contacto: Sra. Joan Marie LaBone 
jlabone@charlestondiocese.org 

803.215.7040 

Mar. 17—Domingo por la mañana CCD de 9:45 a 
 10:45am 
6-8 Clase de Formación en Bosco 9:45-10:45am 
Mar. 17—11:30-6:00pm Retiro de confirmación para 
 octavo grado  
Mar. 17— No hay ministerio vespertino 
Mar. 19— Clase de formación para grados 6-8, 6-7pm 
 Clase de recuperación de la escuela 
 secundaria 7:15-8pm Bosco  
Domingos, March 24 y 31, April 7—No habrá 
 escuela dominical matutina  
March 24— Noche de escuela secundaria 
Martes 26 de marzo, 2 y 9 de abril: No hay clases 
 

Reserve la fecha: Viernes Santo, 29 de marzo, 
Estaciones de la Cruz Vivientes, 1:30pm frente a Old 
St. Mary's 

No habrá flores durante la Cuaresma 

Gracias por no colocar flores alrededor del campus 
de la iglesia. Las donaciones de flores de altar 
volverán después de Semana Santa. 

ADOPCIÓN ESPIRITUAL 
Defendamos la vida de los hijos 
e hijas de Dios, desde su 
concepción. Mediante el 
compromiso de orar durante 
nueve meses por los niños que 
están en peligros de ser 
abortados.  Inicia la próxima 
campaña el Domingo 24 de 
Marzo.  Para registrarse o más 
información acudir con Roberto 
y Rosalba Durán. 

Cambios en los horarios de confesión 
durante la Pascua 

Este año no tendremos confesiones  
el Viernes Santo ni el Sábado Santo. 

Hemos agregado tiempos de confesión adicionales 
para la semana del 18 de marzo. Padre Orlando y yo 
estaremos disponibles para escuchar confesiones 
durante una hora de la siguiente manera: 

4:15-5:15pm, lunes, martes, jueves y viernes,  
18, 19, 21 y 22 de marzo 

 5:15-6:15pm, miércoles 20 de marzo 
 3:30-4:30pm, sábado 23 de marzo 
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Carrie Katonak
Hair Specialist

Book your appointment
(803) 221-5946

*

Parishioner

Our Goal is to offer the most caring and
affordable services to all families we serve.
Offering personal services to fit your needs.

648-7175 | 1544 University Pkwy (118 bypass)
colefuneralhomeinc.net

Tattersall Group
Brian Katonak

REALTOR®
BrianKatonak@gmail.com

314 Richland Ave
Aiken, SC 29801

803-221-5945 cell

www.briansellsaiken.com

DEEPLY ROOTED IN
CATHOLIC TRADITION

Burial & Cremation
Obituaries • Preplanning

Transfers
Locally Owned and more…

 803.649.6234
 211 Park Ave. SW, Aiken

GeorgeFuneralHomes.com

CLEANING
SERVICES

- Commercial, residential, condos,
apartments and more.
- Move-in/Move-out

Free Estimate: (803) 634-3121
(803) 634-3120

Millymaidsllc@gmail.com
Bonded | Insured | State Certified

Licensed | Family Operated

GO WHERE THE 
PROS GO!

Dr. E.J. Nwoga D.C.
Chiropractor

2400 Whiskey Rd. #2400 • Aiken, SC 29803
(803) 226-0231 • vageochiropracticsc.com

 Retirement Planning
 College Savings Plans
 Financial Planning

 Stephen Anaclerio
 Financial Advisor
 One 10th Street Suite 600
 Augusta, GA 30901
 803-642-7044
 Stephen.j.anaclerio@morganstanley.com

 © 2014 Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. Member SIPC.
 CRC897562 06/14

Betty Cortez - Owner - Parishioner
Open Mon. - Sat. 10 am - 9pm

2460 Wagener Rd. - Aiken
803-648-0403

             (839) 204-0294

Assembly & Install of furniture, grills, sheds, Assembly & Install of furniture, grills, sheds, 
TV’s, electronics, shelving & storage, WI-FI, TV’s, electronics, shelving & storage, WI-FI, 
camera doorbells, play equipment, and almost camera doorbells, play equipment, and almost 
any indoor or outdoor home productany indoor or outdoor home product

www.qualityassemble.com •chris@qualityassemble.com

ParishionerParishioner

Trusted Service Since 1967

803-649-9803
www.aikenpest.com

Kesha N. Starlings
Independent AVON Consultant

Beauty • Fashion • Fragrance • Skin Care

803-645-5730
Knstarlings@shopstarlingsavon.com

www.ShopStarlingsAvon.com

The greatest compliment 
you can give is a referral.

Collette R Ball Ins Agcy Inc
Collette Ball, Agent

Parishioner
 
 3066 Whiskey Rd 
 Aiken, SC 29803
 Bus 803-648-2973 
 Fax 803-335-2273
 Cell 803-295-6894

 collette.ball.crmh@statefarm.com

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME
Scott Messner

smessner@4LPi.com
 (863) 875-1101
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We are moving September 2021
Join us at our new location

1860 Richland Avenue
803-226-0495

10% OFF 
Lunch Ticket 

MON. - THURS. 
11am- 5pm 

with bulletin

Computerized
Engine Analysis

Professional
Import and Domestic

Auto Service

643-9266
460 Silver Bluff Rd.

Steve Young
Owner • Parishioner

AIKEN, S.C.

AUTO TECH. INC.

For All Your Import Needs

BRADLEY PLUMBING
& HEATING, INC.
150 RUTLAND DRIVE NW

AIKEN, SC 29801

PLUMBING • HEATING • VENTILATION
AIR CONDITIONING

Timothy W. Redd          (803) 649-2155
President FAX: 642-2963

EllEn E. MillEr llc
Licensed Marriage & Family Therapist

203 Laurens St.
Aiken, SC 29801
803.643.0173
By Appt. Only

Paul W. Durban, CIC
Durban-Laird’s, Inc.

Insurance Agents & Brokers
155 Laurens Street, SW • P.O. Box 422

Aiken, SC 29802
Phone (803) 649-2561 • Fax (803) 648-8760

paul@durban-laird.com

Personal Insurance • Business Insurance
Medical & Life Insurance • Discounts

129 Park Ave. SW | 803-649-5141
info@hecos.com | www.hecos.com

 Cathy Brennan
 Vice President
 Cell: 803-439-1357
 E-mail: cbrennan@meybohm.com

142 Laurens St. NW • Aiken, SC 29801
Parishioner

Residential & Commercial Interior Design
AIKEN, SOUTH CAROLINA

158 Laurens Street, Aiken, SC 29801
(803) 649-0616 • Hours Mon-Sat 10-5

nandinahome.com
 SUSAN VICTOR  SUE SHANNON
 Co-Owner/Interior Designer Co-Owner/Interior Designer

Dr. Michael Shirer and Dr. Susannah Shirer

 Monday – Friday:
 7:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
 420 Hitchcock Pkwy
  Aiken, SC
 803-648-6400
 Parishioners

www.shirerfamilydentistry.com

Elder Law • Probate
Medicaid Asset Preservation

Guardianships • Conservatorships
Special Needs & Living Trusts / Wills

www.lindafarronknapp.com
803.335.1431 / 803.541.7676

Call for an appointment
135 Laurens St. SW, Suite 200, Aiken

Surgical Associates
Wayne T. Frei, M.D., FACS
General and Laparoscopic Surgery

Diplomate, American Board of Surgery
410 University Pkwy., Ste. 2310

Phone: 803.648.1318

Ron’s 
Home Repair Service

No Job Too Small
Painting & Other Services
Ron Tugya-Parishioner

803-642-9344

Certified Public Accountant
Individual, Business, 

Retirement & Estate Planning
649-5555

403 Park Avenue S.W. • Aiken
Parishioner

MICHAEL J. COSTIGAN, Sr., 
CPA, LLC

Aiken’s newest senior living community
 Serving with faith, knowledge, compassion,
 and love. Providing assisted living
 and memory care services.
 Family owned | Opening October 2023

Call 803-281-8600 for more information
3400 Whiskey Rd. • Aiken, SC 29803

3 bed/2.5 bath, 2600 sq. feet executive home
Perfect for wedding parties, families, golfers. equestrians

Managed by AikenToStay- Tiffany Baker 803-341-2957
www.airnbn.com/h.tallyhoaiken

SHORT TERM 
RENTAL

located downtown Aiken


