ST. MARY HELP OF CHRISTIANS CATHOLIC CHURCH
January 7, 2024

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the days of King
Herod, behold, magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying,
“Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We saw his star at its rising
and have come to do him homage.” - Mt 2:1-2

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.




WELCOME TO ST. MARY’S HELP OF CHRISTIANS PARISH
PARISH OF THE CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF CHARLESTON
We welcome all who are visiting. If you attend regularly and consider St. Mary's your parish, we encourage
you to register as a member. You may fill out and submit the form online, or print the form from the

website and return it to the parish office.

CONTACT Us
St. Mary Help of Christians Catholic Church
Parish Office: 203 Park Avenue SE

Aiken, SC 29801
Ph: 803.649.4777 Fax: 888.552.1016
email:
ParishOfficeStMaryAiken@charlestondiocese.org
Website: www.stmarys-aiken.org

LOCATIONS
St. Mary’s Church: 138 Fairfield St. SE
Old St. Mary's: 125 Park Ave. SE

Ste Claire Chapel: 125 Park Ave. SE

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Monday — Friday 8:30Am — 4:30Pm

HoLy MAss SCHEDULE

Saturday Vigil 5:00pm - Church

Sunday 8:30AM, 11:00AMm, 5:00pm - Church
Domingo Misa en espaiiol, 1:00p™m - Iglesia

WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE

Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. 5:30pm - Old St. Mary'’s

Wednesday 8:20AM - Church

Miércoles 7:00pm - Old St. Mary's

Thursday Nursing Home 10:00Am - Call before
attending

Saturday Morning Mass 8:00aMm - Old St. Mary's

CONFESSIONS

Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. 4:45 - 5:15pm - Old St. Mary’s
Wed. 6:15-6:45pm - Old St. Mary's

Saturday 3:30 - 4:30pm - Church

Sunday 12:30pM - Spanish - Church

PERPETUAL ADORATION - Ste Claire Chapel
ROSARY - Before Daily Mass

LIvE STREAM MASS (ON YOUTUBE)
Sunday 11:00AM Mass

SUNDAY HOMILIES ONLINE

Audio versions of all the weekend homilies are
available on the parish website. Go to St. Mary's
website at www.stmarys-aiken.org.  Scroll to the
bottom of the home page and click on “Listen to
Homilies”.

NURSERY

Available during 8:30 & 11:00am Sunday Masses

in Mother Teresa Conference Room - Ages 6 months
to less than 5 years.

A Map of St. Mary’s Campus can be found at:
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The Most Rev. Jacques E. Fabre-Jeune, CS
Bishop of Charleston

PARISH CLERGY
Very Rev. Richard C. Wilson, VF, Pastor
Rev. Orlando Serrano Ardila, Parochial Vicar

Dcn. Al Matousek
Dcn. Stephen Platte

Dcn. Alejandro Leguizamon
Dcn. Robert Pierce

STAFF

Mr. Patrick Wray, Director of Administration
803.649.4777 ext. 112
pwray@charlestondiocese.org

Mrs. Kimberly Gaynor, Administrative Assistant
to Fr. Wilson 803.649.4777 ext. 114
kgaynor@charlestondiocese.org

Mrs. Laura Webster, Principal of St. Mary’s School
803.649.2071 Ilwebster@stmaryschoolaiken.com

Ms. Phyllis Waters, Business Manager
803.649.4777 ext. 102
pwaters@charlestondiocese.org

Ms. Katherine More, Bookkeeper
803.649.4777 ext. 104
kmore@charlestondiocese.org

Ms. Frances Gledhill, Parish Secretary
803.649.4777 ext. 113
fgledhill@charlestondiocese.org

Mrs. Mary Ellen Jackson, MA
Director of Religious Education
803.642.2676/803.507.1060 (C)
mjackson@charlestondiocese.org

Mrs. Joan LaBone, Director of Youth Formation
and Ministry
803.215.7040 (C)

jlabone@charlestondiocese.org

Mr. V. Franklin Deese Il, Parish Musician
706.550.5047 (C)
fdeese@charlestondiocese.org

Mrs. Karen Van Deren, Sacristan
803.979.3181 (C)
kvanderen@charlestondiocese.org

Safe Environment
803.649.4777 ext. 114
AikenSEC@charlestondiocese.org

Sr. Ana Gema Villafafia Ruiz, HCJC
803.989.9440 (C)

Sr. Maria Bertha (Martha) Zuniga, HCJS
803.645.3666 (C)



PERPETUAL EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
IN STE CLAIRE CHAPEL

“Could you not keep watch for one
hour?” Mk. 14:37

TRY A WEEKLY HOLY HOUR WITH JESUS.
HE WILL NOT BE OUTDONE IN GENEROSITY!

To sign up for a holy hour, please go to the parish
website at https://www.stmarys-aiken.ora/perpetual-
eucharistic-adoration, or contact one of the Divisional
Leaders below:

12 MDNT-6AM: Tom Henry 803.642.6893 (no

text) tphenr@bellsouth.net

6AM-12NooN: Ken Boucher 803.226.4639
kboucher@atlanticbb.net

12NoON-6pPM: Janice Suhrer 803.645.6105
jcskid.suhrer@gmail.com

6PM-12MDNT: Joan Pate 803.226.0263
jandjpate@gmail.com

READINGS FOR January 7 — January 14

Sunday: Is 60:1-6

Tuesday: 1Sm 1:9-20

Mk 1:21-28

Wednesday: 1 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20

7-10 Mk 1:29-39

Thursday: 1Sm 4:1-11
Mk 1:40-45
Friday: 1Sm 8:4-7,10-22a

24-25

Mk 2:1-12

Saturday: 1Sm 9:1-4,17-19; 10:1a

Mk 2:13-17

Next Sunday: 1 Sm 3:3b-10, 19

1 Cor 6:13c-15a, 17-20

Ps 72:1-2,7-8,10-13

Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6 Mt 2:1-12
Monday: Is 55:1-11 Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6
1Jn5:1-9 Mk 1:7-11

1Sm 2:1, 4-8abcd

Ps 40:2 and 5,

Ps 44:10-11, 14-15,
Ps 89:16-19

Ps21:2-7

Ps 40:2,47-10
Jn 1:35-42

THE EUCHARISTIC REVIVAL
g Fulton Sheen on adoration of the Blessed
e s n
A\ Sacrament: "l kegp up.the. Holy Hour to grow
4 more and more into His likeness... Looking at
the Eucharistic Lord for an hour transforms the heart
in a mysterious way as the face of Moses was
transformed after his companionship with God on the
mountain. The Holy Hour is not a devotion; it is a
sharing in the work of redemption. 'Could you not
watch one hour with Me?' Not for an hour of activity
did He plead, but for an hour of companionship. The
purpose of the Holy Hour is to encourage deep
personal encounter with Christ. The holy and glorious
God is constantly inviting us to come to Him, to hold
converse with Him and to ask such things as we need
and to experience what a blessing there is in
fellowship with Him. One of the by-products of the
Holy Hour was the sensitiveness to the Eucharistic
Presence of Our Divine Lord." [in Treasure in Clay]

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

To help prepare for Lent, Fr. Wilson will be giving a
talk about Confession on Thursday, February 1 at
7:00pM_in Mother Teresa Hall. Haven't gone to
confession in a while? This talk is for you. Do you go
to confession regularly but want to make it a more
fruitful practice? This talk is for you. No matter where
you are in your practice of confession, you'll enjoy this
talk which will help you have a more fruitful Lent. For
more information, contact Mary Ellen Jackson at
mjackson@charlestondiocese.org or 803.642.2676

HoLy MASs INTENTIONS

Sunday, January 7
8:30AM For All the People
of the Parish
11:00Am Frank Kleffner
1:00pm Monserrat Silva
Sotelo (L)
5:00pm JoAnn Colleran
Monday, January 8
9:00am Elizabeth
Pinckney Darr
Tuesday, January 9
5:30pm Timothy Lesko
Wednesday, January 10
8:20AM Martin Colombo
7:00pPm Leslie Jackson
Thursday, January 11
10:00am -Cumberland
Roger Cubbage
5:30pm Elizabeth
Pinckney Darr

DEeATHS/DIFUNTOS:
December 23 - Rose Marie Coldiron
December 25 - John J. Holder, Jr.
December 30 - Kathryn Bradley

{BAPTISM

LORD

JANUARY 8

Friday, January 12
5:30pm Mary Dennis
Bennett
Saturday, January 13
8:00AM Joan Champ
5:00pM Robert Hood (L)
Ken & Karen Hewitt
Family (L) & D
Flor Cordero
Robert Strom
Totay Quinong
Carol Reeve
Sunday, January 14
8:30AM Lily Zionkowski
11:00am For All the
People of the Parish
1:00p™m Felipe Silva
Pefaloza
5:00pm Gregory
Cummins

(L) Denotes Living

OF THE
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TOTALS AS OF SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2023

ENVELOPE/CASH OFFERTORY Dec.24 $ 16,970.16
ONLINE OFFERTORY FOR Dec.24 $ 12,154.00

TOTAL ANNUAL BUDGET $ 1,924,000.00

NOTE: Financial updates for December 31 were
not available at the time the bulletin was sent to
print.

HAVE You SIGNED Up FOR ONLINE GIVING WITH OUR
PARISH?
Here are some ways Online Giving benefits you:
e Secure and Confidential — Adheres to banking
security standards
e Flexible — Start, stop, or change your
contributions at any time
e Simple to sign up:
1. Go to St. Mary's website at
www.stmarys-aiken.org
2. Click on "GIVING"” and then "SUNDAY"
3. Make your selections
4. You can also make special collection
choices online
e Contributions are via direct withdrawal or credit
online
If you need assistance, or to discontinue online
giving, please call 1.800.348.2886.
The Parish Finance Council recommends monthly
frequency for the Sunday offering
to minimize transaction fees.

DEAR PARISHIONERS

If you receive emails or texts sent in my name or
other parish and school staff, asking for financial
help in one form or another, please know that
neither |, nor any parish employee, will ever ask you
for donations of any kind via social media. Please
do not respond to any message that you may
receive.

Thank you and God bless,
Father Wilson

CWA ENGRAVED BRICK PROGRAM
We have an on-going engraved brick program to
benefit the CWA Kitchen fund, which supplies the
needs of our 4 campus kitchens. The bricks line the
walkway between the school and St. Angela Hall.
Order forms are available in the parish office or call
Claire Brede at 803.642.3356 (leave a message).
Thank you for your support
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PASTOR’S CORNER

FOLLOWING THE STAR...

Dear Friends in Christ,

The route of the Magi is a symbol of our path
to Christ. Almost always we come from afar, across
the desert of faith, surrounded by darkness. Some of
us get disoriented, others get lost, some give up, but
a few lift their eyes up to the sky and in the middle of
the night discover the star. When we find the star, we
must follow it with all hope and to persevere to the
end. The Magi set out on their way, and they asked,
“Where is he who has been born king of the Jews?
For we have seen his star in the East and have come
to worship him.” (Matt 2:2)

The Magi can teach us a lot. One day, as they
began their search for Christ; they had to confront
trials, but they reacted with courage. To believe in
Christ means we will take some risks. The three Wise
Men mortgaged everything, they submitted
themselves to mockery from their neighbors and
relentlessly pursued the King of the Jews.

We tend to demand many guarantees. To
make a trip like this, we'd go to a travel agency, we'd
ask for an itinerary, we'd make reservations in the
best hotels, and we'd buy an insurance policy. We
always want proofs and evidence, clear and
visible. We want faith to be like geometry; we would
want a clear route on our smart phone. We want the
Church and our faith to be how we'd like it to be, and
to behave the way we'd like it to.

But there are those faith crises we suffer
sometimes. The moments of trial are part of God's
manner of testing. Butthe Magi ask for help, they
don't want to solve their problems alone. Throughout
history, God does not reveal himself directly, instead,
he normally does it through his chosen people. He
wants to save man through man. That's the way he
did it in the incarnation. That's what we feel after a
good confession; we feel joy and peace again
through the absolution of a priest.

How should we translate the attitude and
actions of the Magi in our daily lives? They see the
star and set forth on their way to adore the Messiah;
when they are uncertain as to where to go, they keep
on searching and asking. Later, they are filled with joy
when the star reappears. Upon arriving in front of
Mary and the baby - they accept Him as He is. They
adore Him, offer their gifts and their lives. Finally, they
are suspicious of Herod and offer him no help.

Is this what we do every day to follow Jesus
Christ? With God's help, we have all year to put this
into practice.

+JMJ+

All the best...in Christ,
Father Wilson



SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION

HoLy BAPTISM

The birth of your child is such a gift! Let St. Mary's
parish help you give the gift of new birth through the
waters of Holy Baptism. For a child to receive
Baptism at St. Mary’s, please note that at least one
parent must be a practicing Catholic, regularly attend
Holy Mass, participate in the life of the parish, and be
registered at St. Mary's at least three months prior to
requesting the date for Baptism. In this, you become
part of our wider parish family! Parents must attend
our Baptismal Preparation session prior to the
Baptism. The next session is Sunday, February 18,
2024 at 10:00AM in Smith Hall. Registration is
necessary so that we can prepare for you. Please
contact Chris  Ascherman at 803.845.0568.
Godparents are encouraged to attend a Baptismal
Preparation session as well.  Since godparents
promise to help raise your child in the practice of the
Catholic faith, godparents must be practicing
Catholics at whatever parish they attend.

HoLy COMMUNION & CONFIRMATION

These incredible Sacraments nourish and strengthen
us in our Catholic faith so that we can live as “the light
of the world” (St. Matthew 5:14). Please note:
Parents and children must be registered with St.
Mary's and faithfully attend Mass on Sundays and
Holy Days of Obligation. Children who are not
enrolled in our Catholic school must attend a
minimum of two years of Christian Formation classes
and satisfy the attendance policy. For more
information contact: Joan LaBone at 803.215.7040 or
jlabone@charlestondiocese.org.

HoLy MATRIMONY

Congratulations! The world truly needs strong,
faithful couples. Our parish stands ready to help
prepare you for your life together in Christ. The
Diocese of Charleston requires a minimum of six
months preparation for the Sacrament of Marriage.
Please contact us as soon as you are engaged so that
we can share your joy and begin the process of
reserving a date for your special day. Please
understand that not all dates at the church may be
available. For information, call 803.649.4777 ext.114
to leave a message for Kimberly Gaynor.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Are you seriously ill, facing surgery, or of advanced
age? Receive grace and strength from the Sacrament

of Anointing of the Sick, the Church’s Sacrament of
healing. Call 803.649.4777 ext. 113.

More information about the Sacraments can be
found on our parish website:
www.stmarys-aiken.org

NEXT SCHEDULED BAPTISM DATE (ENGLISH)

JANUARY 6, 2024 — 11:00AM in the church on Fairfield

e Baptism preparation class must have been
completed.

e All paperwork must be submitted to the office
one month prior to the date of Baptism.

For more information or to schedule a Baptism,

please call the parish office at 803.649.4777

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR ADULTS (RCIA)
RCIA will meet this Tuesday, January 9* to learn about
the Life of Grace. RCIA meets Tuesdays at 6:00 -
7:30PM in Mother Teresa Hall (125 Union St. SE). For
more information, contact Mary Ellen Jackson at
803.642.2676 or mjackson@charlestondiocese.org .

CATHOLIC YOUTH FORMATION AND

YOUuTH MINISTRY
Contact: Mrs. Joan Marie LaBone

jlabone@charlestondiocese.org
803.215.7040

January 7 and 14 — No Sunday Morning classes or
Tuesday Evening Classes.

Family and Youth Ministry

Join us directly after the 5:00pm Mass on January 7,
2024. We will prayerfully portray the Epiphany.
Children are welcome to participate with us as angels
and shepherds. A reception will follow in St.
Michael’s Hall.

Jan. 14 — Middle and High School Service night
6:15-8:00pMm in the gym. We will be preparing the
lasagnas and desserts for the Lasagna Dinner on
January 15.

Jan. 15 — Lasagna Dinner 5-7pm Everyone must buy
or reserve a ticket before Jan. 14. Tickets are
available in the church office. Reservations may be
made by emailing jlabone@charlestondiocese.org
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THE WEEK AHEAD
Sunday, January 7

8:30Aam Mass Church
9:45Am Sunday Café Mother Teresa
11:00Aam Mass Church
1:00pP™m Mass in Spanish Church
5:00pm Mass Church
Monday, January 8

1:30Pm Prayer Shawl Ministry Smith Hall Down
4:45pm Confessions Old St. Mary's
5:30pPm Mass Old St. Mary's
Tuesday, January 9

6:30AM Rosary Old St. Mary's
7:00Am Men’s Prayer Group ~ Smith Hall Down
3:30pPm Legion of Mary Smith Hall Down
4:45pm Confessions Old St. Mary's
5:30pPm Mass Old St. Mary's
6:00pPm RCIA-English Mother Teresa

Wednesday, January 10

8:20AM School Mass Church
9:30AM Adult Bible Study St. Michael Hall
3:30pPm Legion of Mary Smith Hall Down
4:45pm Confessions Old St. Mary's
5:30pPm Mass Old St. Mary's
Thursday, January 11

11:15AM Adult Bible Study Smith Hall
3:00pPm Legion of Mary Smith Hall
4:45pM Confessions Old St. Mary's
5:30pPm Mass Old St. Mary's
6:00pPm Newman Catholic Club St. Michael
Friday, January 12

6:00AM That Man is You Mother Teresa
10:00AM Book Club Smith Hall Down
4:45pm Confessions Old St. Mary's
5:30pPm Mass Old St. Mary’s
Saturday, January 13

8:00Aam Mass Old St. Mary's
8:30AM Secular Franciscans Mother Teresa
3:30pPm Confessions Church
5:00pPm Mass Church
Sunday, January 14

8:30AM Mass Church
11:00AM Mass Church
1:00pP™m Mass in Spanish Church
5:00pPm Mass Church

Did you know your family is a Domestic Church?
Come learn how to live the Church year in your home
life and to share the faith in creative and fun ways.
Saturday, February 3 at 10AM in Mother Teresa Hall.
For more information or to sign up for child care,
contact Mary Ellen Jackson at
mjackson@charlestondiocese.org or 803.642.2676
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PARISH PERKS!
Join us for coffee and fellowship after the
Sunday 8:30am Mass in St. Michael Hall

CHURCH TOUR

Fr. Wilson will host a tour of St. Mary’s on Fairfield
Street on Saturday, January 20 at 10:30AM. Please
sign  up for the tour here: https:/
www.signupgenius.com/qgo/9040448AAA62BABFA7
-46785020-church. Come and learn more about our
beautiful church.  The tour is limited to 30
participants

SUNDAY MORNING CAFE

Cafe is a great way to meet your parish family while
learning about our Catholic Faith! This Spring we will
focus on the Joyful Mysteries and also a Biblical
Walk of Jesus' Passion. Both of which were filmed in
the Holy Land. Join us Sundays 9:45-10:45am for
coffee, refreshments, interesting videos, and table
discussions. No reservations or materials needed.

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY

Start the New Year by coming this Wednesday,
January 10, 9:30-11:00am (after the 8:20am School
Mass) in St. Michael Hall as we study the Blessed
Virgin Mary in Scripture. All are welcome.

THURSDAY BIBLE STUDY

We look forward to seeing you again on Thursday,
January 11 at 11:15AM in Smith Hall. We will begin
reading the Gospel of John.

FRIDAY Book CLuB

The Friday book club meets this coming Friday,
January 12 at 10:00Am in St. Michael Hall. We are
reading Saintly Women of Modern Times. All are
invited to join us.

MINI-PILGRIMAGE

Prince of Peace Church in Greenville has a life-size
nativity set. Join us as we drive up to Prince of Peace
on Friday, January12 to see the nativity and tour the
church.

Schedule: meet in front of the our church to leave at
9:00AM, arrive in Greenville at 11:30AM, have lunch,
tour the church with Deacon Thompson, and return
home by 5:30pM. To sign up or for more information
contact Mary Ellen Jackson at 803.642.2676 or
mjackson@charlestondiocese.org.

ALTAR SERVER TRAINING
Jan. 18 & 24 Feb. 18 Mar. 17
2:30 — 4:00pPM in the church
Contact: Greg Hightower, at 803.292.2457 or
email Hightower@ bellsouth.net

Apr.14




ST. MARY's PARISH SCHOOL
118 York Street SE, Aiken, SC 29801
Mrs. Laura Webster, Principal
Ph: 803.649.2071 Fax: 803.643.0092
www.stmaryschoolaiken.com

OFFICE HOURS: MON — FrI 7:30AM-3:30PM

OPEN ENROLLMENT

Open Enrollment for the 2024-2025 school year
begins on January 16. Current families are eligible
for early enrollment beginning on January 8. Submit
your application online at stmaryschoolaiken.com or
in person at the school office. Financial aid is
available and parishioners are eligible for discounted
tuition. Tours are open to all prospective families.
Call (803) 649 2071 for more information.

Foobp DRIVE

o Our students were joyful
* helping wrap up the food
' drive, thank you to all of
 our school families for
their participation!

CWA GENERAL MEETING & BABY SHOWER—

THURSDAY, JANUARY 18

CWA General Meetings are always open to all
women of St. Mary’s. We will begin by praying the
Rosary at 11:30aM in the church on Fairfield Street.
A potluck luncheon will follow in Mother Theresa
Hall. The baby shower with benefit the Life Choices
Center. Please bring a gift to support their efforts.
More information about suggested items will be
forthcoming, so watch for a flock note. To sign up to
bring a dish to share, please go to : https://
www.signupgenius.com/
go/9040A4BADA829ABFA49-46957792-cwageneral
or contact Chris Jakubec at cjakubec@aol.com or by
phone 847.212.8252. Hope to see you there!

VOCATIONS
MEN'’S DISCERNMENT RETREAT
Ages 18 - 49
January 12 - 14, 2024
Cost: $25 (Scholarships available)
Camp Gravatt, Aiken, SC

To register or for more information:

vocations@charlestondiocese.org

GIFT SHOP
The Gift Shop will be open after all Masses this
weekend. All Advent and Christmas items will be on
sale, except for our St. Mary’s ornaments. Stop in
and visit us!

Hours: Sunday 9:00am - 1:00pm and the first
weekend of every month after Saturday 5:00pm Mass
and Sunday 1:00pm & 5:00PM Masses.

PARISH MissION
I The New Year is a time to make
& resolutions. This year, plan to learn
more about your faith and how to
! live it. Make sure to join us for our
) | Parish Mission January 22 - 26.
Kyle Clement will give a series of
talks with titles such as: Cleaning
Out Your Knapsack (What do you need to remove
from you life to live as a committed Christian?) It will
be a week full of insights and practical ideas to live
boldly as a Catholic. The mission will include
morning and evening talks. Make sure you put it on
your calendar - you won't want to miss it! For more
information check the parish website or contact Mary
Ellen Jackson at mjackson@charlestondioese.org or
803.642.2676

MiLLIONS OF MONICAS

Join us as we pray for our children and
grandchildren to return to the practice of their
Catholic faith. Our mission is to encounter God
through prayer for ourselves and our children, to
grow in holiness and humility, and to help our
children return to the Faith. The group meets
monthly in Old St. Mary’s.  Plan to join us
Wednesday, Jan. 17 at 4:00pM. For information call
Nancy Ring at 803.221.3414

THE DOMESTIC CHURCH

The Baptism of the Lord is celebrated on Monday,
January 8. Read the story in the bible (Matt 3, Mark 1,
Luke 3). Visit the church and look at the stained glass
window of the baptism of Christ. While you're in the
church, look at the baptismal font. Have you noticed
that baptismal fonts are usually 8-sided? Tell your
children about their baptisms. If you don't remember
the baptismal dates, look them up and put them on
the calendar to celebrate in 2024.

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY
For food or financial assistance call 803.642.3211
Open Monday — Thursday ~ 9:00am —1:00pPm
Closed On Fridays.
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FORMACION CRISTIANA

LAs LECTURAS DE LAS ESCRITURA del 7 de enero al

14 de enero 2024

Domingo: Eclo 3,2-6.12-14 o Gn15,1-6;21,1-3
Sal 127, 1-5 o Sal 104, 1-6. 8-9
Col 3,12-21 o0 3,12-17 o Heb 11,8.11-12.17-19
Lc 2,22-40 o 2,22.39-40

Lunes: Nm 6, 22-27 Sal 66, 2-3. 5-8
Gal 4, 4-7 Lc 2, 16-21
Martes: 1Jn 2, 22-28 Sal 97, 1-4
Jn1,19-28
Miércoles: 1Jn 2,29-3, 6 Sal 97, 1. 3-6
Jn1,29-34
Jueves: 1Jn 3,7-10 Sal97,1.7-9  Jn1,35-42
Viernes: 1Jn 3, 11-21 Sal 99, 1-5

Jn 1, 43-51
Sébado: 1Jn5,5-13 Sal 147, 12-15.19-20
Mc1,7-11 o Lc3,23-38 o 3,23.31-34.36.38
Domingo siguiente: Is 60, 1-6 Sal 71,1-2.7-8.
10-13  Ef3,2-3.5-6 Mt2,1-12 12-21 o
3,12-17 o Heb11,8.11-12.17-19

Lc2,22-40 o 2,22.39-40 )
OLPi

Las intenciones para las Misas diarias se encuentran
en la pagina tres (3)

AcTto DE COMUNION ESPIRITUAL

Mi Jests, Creo que estds realmente presente en el
Santisimo Sacramento. Te amo por encima de todas
las cosas y deseo poseerte dentro de mi alma. Ya
que soy incapaz en este momento para recibirte
sacramentalmente, ven al menos espiritualmente a
mi corazén. Te abrazo como si ya estuvieras alli, y
unirme totalmente a Ti. Nunca permitas que me
separe de Ti. Amén

HOMILIAS DOMINICALES EN LINEA

Las reproduciones en audio de todas las homilias del
fin de semana estén disponibles en el sitio web de la
parroquia. Vaya al sitio web de Santa Maria en
www.stmarys-aiken.org. Desplacese hasta la parte inferior
de la pagina de inicio y haga clic en "Listen to homilies."

SOCIEDAD DE SAN VICENTE DE PAUL
Para alimentos o asistencia financiera,
llame al 803.642.3211
Abierto de lunes a jueves de 9:00am a 1:00pPM
Cerrado los Viernes
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ESPACIO DE NUESTRO PARROCO

SIGUIENDO LA ESTRELLA...

Queridos amigos en Cristo,

La ruta de los Reyes Magos es un simbolo de nuestro
camino hacia Cristo. Casi siempre venimos de lejos, a
través del desierto de la fe, rodeados de oscuridad.
Algunos nos desorientamos, otros nos perdemos,
algunos se dan por vencidos, pero unos pocos
levantan la vista al cielo y en mitad de la noche
descubren la estrella. Cuando encontremos la estrella,
debemos seguirla con toda esperanza y perseverar
hasta el final. Los magos se pusieron en camino vy
preguntaron: “;Doénde esta el rey de los judios que ha
nacido? Porque hemos visto su estrella en Oriente y
hemos venido a adorarlo”. (Mateo 2,2)

Los Reyes Magos pueden ensefiarnos mucho. Un dia,
mientras iniciaban su busqueda de Cristo; Tuvieron
que afrontar pruebas, pero reaccionaron con valentia.
Creer en Cristo significa que correremos algunos
riesgos. Los Reyes Magos lo hipotecaron todo, se
sometieron a las burlas de sus vecinos y persiguieron
sin descanso al Rey de los judios.

Solemos exigir muchas garantias. Para hacer un viaje
como este irlamos a una agencia de viajes,
pediriamos un itinerario, harifamos reservas en los
mejores hoteles y comprariamos una pdliza de
seguro. Siempre queremos pruebas y evidencias,
claras y visibles. Queremos que la fe sea como la
geometria; querriamos una ruta clara en nuestro
teléfono inteligente. Queremos que la Iglesia y
nuestra fe sean como nos gustaria que fueran y que se
comportaran como nos gustaria que fuera.

Pero existen esas crisis de fe que a veces sufrimos. Los
momentos de prueba son parte de la manera en que
Dios prueba. Pero los Reyes Magos piden ayuda, no
quieren solucionar sus problemas solos. A lo largo de
la historia, Dios no se revela directamente, sino que
normalmente lo hace a través de su pueblo elegido.
Quiere salvar al hombre a través del hombre. Asi lo
hizo en la encarnacién. Eso es lo que sentimos
después de una buena confesién; volvemos a sentir
alegria y paz gracias a la absolucién de un sacerdote.
;Como debemos traducir la actitud y las acciones de
los Reyes Magos en nuestra vida diaria? Ven la estrella
y se ponen en camino para adorar al Mesias; cuando
no estdn seguros de addénde ir, siguen buscando y
preguntando. Posteriormente, se llenan de alegria
cuando reaparece la estrella. Al llegar frente a Maria y
el bebé, lo aceptan tal como es. Lo adoran, ofrecen
sus dones y sus vidas. Finalmente, sospechan de
Herodes y no le ofrecen ayuda.

iEs esto lo que hacemos todos los dias para seguir a
Jesucristo? Con la ayuda de Dios tenemos todo el afo
para poner esto en practica.

Todo lo mejor... en Cristo, Padre Wilson



SAGRADO SACRAMENTOS

SANTO BAuTISMO

iEl nacimiento de un hijo es un gran regalo que
necesita renacer a través de las aguas del Bautismo!
Para bautizar a un nifio en Sta. Maria, tenga en
cuenta que al menos uno de los padres debe ser
catdlico practicante, asistir regularmente a la Santa
Misa, participar en la vida de la parroquia y estar
registrado en Sta. Maria al menos tres meses antes
de solicitar la fecha para el bautismo. Ambos padres
deben asistir a las sesiones prebautismales. Dado
que los padrinos prometen ayudar a criar a su hijo en
la practica de la fe catdlica, ellos deben ser catdlicos
practicantes en la parroquia que asisten y se les
anima a asistir a las sesiones de preparacién
bautismal también. Las préximas clases se llevarén a
cabo el 7y 14 de enero. Es necesario registrarse para
que podamos prepararnos para usted.
Comuniquese con Luz Londofo al 803.480.6865.
SAGRADA COMUNION Y CONFIRMACION

Estos increibles Sacramentos nos nutren y fortalecen
en nuestra fe catdlica para que podamos vivir como
“la luz del mundo” (San Mateo 5,14). Tenga en
cuenta: los padres y los nifos deben estar
registrados en Sta. Maria, asistir fielmente a misa los
domingos y los dias de precepto. Los niflos que no
estdn inscritos en nuestra escuela catdlica deben
asistir a un minimo de dos afios de clases de
formacién cristiana y cumplir con la politica de
asistencia. Para mas informacion contactarse con:
Joan LaBone al jlabone@charlestondiocese.org

0 803.215.7040.

SANTO MATRIMONIO

iFelicidades! El mundo realmente necesita parejas
fuertes y fieles en Cristo. La Didcesis de Charleston
requiere una preparacion minima de seis meses para
el Sacramento del Matrimonio, asi que comuniquese
con nosotros tan pronto como se comprometa para
que podamos compartir su alegria y comenzar el
proceso de reservar una fecha para su dia especial.
Las siguientes fechas de preparacién prematrimonial
iniciaran el jueves el 24 de agosto a las 7:00pM en el
Salén Smith Hall. Para registrarse y obtener mas
informacién por favor comuniquese con Sonia
Jimenes 803.508.5370 o con la Hna. Ana Gema
803.989.9440

UNCION DE ENFERMOS

;Estd gravemente enfermo, se enfrenta a una cirugia
o es de edad avanzada? Reciba la gracia y la fuerza
del Sacramento de la Uncién de los Enfermos, el

Sacramento de sanacién de la Iglesia. Comuniquese
con 803.649.4777 ext. 113.

Puede encontrar més informacidn sobre los
sacramentos en nuestro sitio web
parroquial www.stmarys-aiken.org

PROXIMA FECHA DE BAuTISMO (EsPANOL)

13 de enero 2024 a las 11:00am

en la iglesia en la calle Fairfield.
e lLas clases de preparacién para el bautismo
deben haber sido completadas
e Toda la documentacién deben presentarse en la
oficina un mes antes de la fecha del bautismo.

Para obtener més informacion o si desea programar

un bautismo, llame a la oficina parroquial al
802.649.4777

RITO DE INICIACION CRISTIANA PARA ADULTOS
(RiCA)

El programa de formacién para adultos que
requieren los Sacramentos de Bautismo, Comunién
y/o Confirmacioén, seré los martes de 7:00 a 9:00pm
en el Smith Hall. Para registrarse puede acudir con
las hermanas Ana Gema a 803.989.9440 or Martha a
803.645.3666 o el equipo de RICA.

ESCUELA PARROQUIAL

DE SANTA MARIA
118 York Street SE, Aiken, SC 29801
Sra. Laura Webster, Principal
803.649.2071 Fax: 803.643.0092
www.stmaryschoolaiken.com

HoRARIO DE OFICINA:
LUNES—VIERNES 7:30AM - 3:30PMm

INSCRIPCION ABIERTA

Inscripcidnes para el afo escolar 2024-2025
comienza el 16 de enero. Las familias miembros de
la escuela son elegibles para la inscripcion
temprana a partir del 8 de enero. Envie su solicitud
en linea en stmaryschoolaiken.com o en persona
en la oficina de la escuela. Hay ayuda financiera
disponible y los feligreses son elegibles para
matricula con descuento. Se ofrecen tours de la
escuela a todas las familias que estan considerando
ingresasr a St. Mary's. Llame al (803) 649 2071 para
mas informacidn.

estudiantes
¥ estuvieron felices de ayudar
a concluir la colecta de
§ alimentos. jGracias a todas
* las  familias de nuestra
escuela por su participacion!
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FORMACION CATOLICA PARA JOVENES Y

MINISTERIO JUVENIL
CONTACTO: SRA. JOAN MARIE LABONE
JLABONE@QCHARLESTONDIOCESE.ORG
803.215.7040

Del 24 de diciembre al 14 de enero:
no habra clases los domingos por la mafana ni
los martes por la noche.
iLes deseo una muy Santa y Feliz Navidad

PASTORAL FAMILIAR Y JUVENIL

Unase a nosotros inmediatamente después de la
Misa de las 5:00p™m el 7 de enero de 2024.

En oracién representaremos la Epifania. Los nifios
son bienvenidos a participar con nosotros como
angeles y pastores. Seguido habra una recepcién en
el salén San Miguel.

14 de enero - Noche de servicio para escuelas
intermedias y secundarias

6:15-8PM en el gimnasio. Estaremos preparando
lasafias y postres para la Cena de Lasafia el 15 de
enero.

15 de enero - Cena de lasafna de 5 a 7pm Todos
deben comprar o reservar un boleto antes del 14 de
enero. Los boletos estén disponibles en la oficina de
la iglesia. Las reservaciones se pueden hacer
enviando un correo electrénico a
jlabone@charlestondiocese.org.

iMARCA TU CALENDARIO!

Para ayudar a prepararse para la Cuaresma, el P.
Wilson daré una charla sobre la Confesion el jueves 1
de febrero a las 7:00 pm en el Salén Madre Teresa.
iHace tiempo que no te confiesas? Esta charla es
para ti. ; Te confiesas regularmente pero quieres que
sea una practica mas fructifera? Esta charla es para ti.
No importa donde te encuentres en tu practica de
confesién, disfrutaras de esta charla que te ayudara a
tener una Cuaresma mas fructifera. Para obtener mas
informacién, comuniquese con Mary Ellen Jackson al
803.642.2676 o en mjackson@charlestondiocese.org
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EVENTOS PARA LA PROXIMA SEMANA

Domingo, 7 de enero

8:30AM Misa Iglesia
9:00Am Preparacién Bautismal Smith
11:00Am Misa Iglesia
11:00Am Practica del Coro San Miguel
1:00Pm Misa en espafiol Iglesia
5:00pm Misa Iglesia
Lunes, 8 de enero

4:45pm Confesiones Iglesia Antigua
5:00pPm Misa Iglesia Antigua
Martes, 9 de enero

4:45pm Confesiones Iglesia Antigua
5:00pm Misa Iglesia Antigua
7:00pPm RICA Smith
Miércoles, 10 de enero

8:20Am Misa Iglesia
6:30Pm Confesiones Iglesia Antigua
7:00pPm Misa en Espafiol Iglesia Antigua
Jueves, 11 de enero

4:45pm Confesiones Iglesia Antigua
5:30pPm Misa Iglesia Antigua
Viernes, 12 de enero

4:45pm Confesiones Iglesia Antigua
5:00pPm Misa Iglesia Antigua
Sébado, 13 de enero

8:00AmM Misa Iglesia Antigua
3:30pPm Confesiones Iglesia
5:00pPm Misa Vigilia Iglesia
Domingo, 14 de enero

8:30AM Misa Iglesia
9:00Aam Preparacién Bautismal Smith
11:00Am Misa Iglesia
1:00pP™m Misa en espafiol Iglesia
5:00pPm Misa Iglesia

ANUNCIO DE AVIVAMIENTO EUCARISTICO
RN Fulton Sheen sobre la adoracidn del Santisimo
Rea Sacramento: "Mantengo la Hora Santa para
A crecer cada vez mas a Su semejanza... Mirar al
Sefor Eucaristico durante una hora transforma
el corazén de una manera misteriosa como lo era el
rostro de Moisés transformado después de su
compafia con Dios en la montafa. La Hora Santa no
es una devocién; es una participacion en la obra de
la redencién. ';No pudisteis velar una hora
conmigo?' No pidié una hora de actividad, sino una
hora de compania. El propdsito de la Hora Santa es
fomentar un encuentro personal profundo con
Cristo. El Dios santo y glorioso nos invita
constantemente a acercarnos a El, a conversar con El
y pedir las cosas que necesitamos y experimentar la
bendicién que hay en la comunién con El. Uno de los
subproductos de la Hora Santa fue la sensibilidad a la
Presencia Eucaristica de Nuestro Divino Sefior". [en
Tesoro en arcilla]



SINGER WEALTH MANAGEMENT GROUP
OF JANNEY MONTGOMERY SCOTT LLC

SCOTT SINGER‘

"'-.'. Wice President, Finan Achvisor
i Pa
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wiww. singerwealthmanagementgroup.com

Aiken's Only

Onsite Crematory"”

SHELLHOUSE “ SHELLHOUSE-RIVERS

924 Hayne Ave. Aiken
803-642-3456

collette.ball.crmh@statefarm.com

o StateFarm

The greatest compliment
you can give is a referral.

' CoIIette R Ball Ins Agcy Inc

715 East Pine Log Rd. Aiken

803-641-4401
ShellhouseFuneralHome.com ShellhouseRiversFuneralHome.com

Collette Ball, Agent
Parishioner

3066 Whiskey Rd
Aiken, SC 29803
Bus 803-648-2973
Fax 803-335-2273
Cell 803-295-6894

3 RMX

Tattersall Group

Brian Katonak
REALTOR®

BrianKatonak@gmail.com

314 Richland Ave
Aiken, SC 29801

803-221-5945 cell

www.briansellsaiken.com

Retirement Planning
College Savings Plans
Financial Planning
Stephen Anaclerio
Financial Advisor

One 10th Street Suite 600
Augusta, GA 30901

803-642-7044

CRC897562 06/14

Morgan Stanley

Stephen.j.anaclerio@morganstanley.com

© 2014 Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. Member SIPC.
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DEEPLY ROOTED IN
CATHOLICTRADITION

Burial & Cremation

3 L3, mos
e |

Betty Cortez - Owner - Parishioner
Open Mon. - Sat. 10 am - 9pm
2460 Wagener Rd. - Aiken

803-648-0403

Obituaries « Preplanning
Transfers
Locally Owned and more...

803.649.6234
211 Park Ave. SW, Aiken

GeorgeFuneralHomes.com

Kesha N. Starlings

Independent AVON Consultant

Beauty © Fashion e Fragrance  Skin Care

803-645-5730 ik

jprustedervicesincee 190y
A1'KEN

PEST CONTROL

———

com [543

803-649-9803

www.ShopStarlingsAvon.com

www.aikenpest.com

GO WHERE THE
PROS GO!

Dr. E.J. Nwoga D.C.

Chiropractor

2400 Whiskey Rd. #2400 - Aiken, SC 29803
(803) 226-0231 - vageochiropracticsc.com

210 Do

As a CFP® Fiduciary
Client’s Interest Always Come First

William Coscioni CFP®, CPA

A 74

WEALTHCARE
= Financial Planning
= Investment Management
= Tax Planning & Preparation
(803) 644-0701

F. Reg 5 CH ec Ir =>r|rur|| M\- 50[

-rl)- Roud, Aﬂun SC 29803 | wwrewwaaltheare@] 0.com

Parishioner

UALITY

“ASSEMBLE (839) 204-0294

-§‘('

www.gualityassemhle.com echris@qualityassemhle.com

Cole

FUNERAL HOME

& CREMATION SERVICE INC.

Carrie Katonak
Skin, Mokeup & Hair Specialist

Book 8our appointment

Our Goal is to offer the most caring and

dffordable services to all families we serve.
Offering personal services to fit your needs.

648-7175 | 1544 University Pkwy (118 bypass)

colefuneralhomeinc.net

803) 221-5046
AYMADS .  CLEANING
% O S SERVICES

- Commercial, residential, condos,
apartments and more.
- Move-in/Move-out
Free Estimate: (803) 634-3121
(803) 634-3120

Millymaidsllc@gmail.com

Bonded | Insured | State Certified
Licensed | Family Operated

‘ .‘.
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For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 e www.4lpi.com

16-0095
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Re5|dent|al & Commercial Inter|or Design
AIKEN, SOUTH CAROLINA

158 Laurens Street, Aiken, SC 29801

(803) 649-0616 * Hours Mon-Sat 10-5

nandinahome.com

% Meybohm

Cathy Brennan @

Vice President

Cell: 803-439-1357

E-mail: cbrennan@meybohm.com

142 Laurens St. NW « Aiken, SC 29801
Parishioner

f i

Personal Insurance ¢ Business Insurance
Medical & Life Insurance ¢ Discounts

129 PARK AVE. SW | 803-649-5141

AN VICTOR SUE SH
Co-Owner/Interior Designer Co-Owner/Interior Designer INTAGETE I EEEHEEIL [| MAMMAHE I EOEEI

SHORT TERM Enmging Ancivels
R ENTAL 5 - - Professional
located downtown Aiken o Import and Domestic

Auto Service

643-9266

[TALLYHO AEN| 460 Silver Bluff Rd.

i Steve Young
3 bed/2.5 bath, 2600 sq. feet executive home Owner + Parishioner

Perfect for wedding parties, families, golfers. equestrians
AIKEN, S.C.

Managed by AikenToStay- Tiffany Baker 803-341-2957 )
wwwairnbn.com/hzallyhoaiken For U Youn Tumpont Neede

r - coLDWeLL
BANKER O
- RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Nicholas Williams,

Parishioner
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

C:803-292-2921

PROUD PARISHIONERS -
TRUSTED ADVISORS

Wiland-Foley Wealth Advisory Group

OF JANMNEY MONGOMERY SCOTT LLE

A FATHER SON, MILITARY VETERAN TEAM

COMMITED TO YOUR FINANCIAL GOALS Elder Law « Probate mevogg gti:%;igk5e1n o
Medicaid Asset Preservation : :
Guardianships « Conservatorships MICHAEL J. COSTIGAN, Sr.,
Special Needs & Living Trusts / Wills (ELy UL
. Certified Public Accountant
w"a}'ﬂ’f,‘:;'j i{o"r':‘fgaol:r lff;'ﬁf{ Eg""‘* www.lindafarronknapp.com Individual, Business,
1441 Main St, Ste 700, Columbia, SC 29201 803_335,1 431 I 803_541 _7676 Retirement & Estate Planning
401 Park Ave SW, Aiken, SC 29801 | 803.649.1148 Call for an appointment 649-5555
. 2 e : ) . 403 Park A S.W. « Aik
JANMNEY MONTGOMERY SCOTT LLC = MEMBER: NYSE, FINRA, SIPC 135 Laurens St. SW, Swte 200, Alken ar) P‘:r:?vlhlfaner 1ken
b
AN A I K E N 10% OFE RonN’s _ BRADLEY PLUMBING
~se il Home ReparR SERVICE Pl
Surgical Associates MON. - THURS. 150 RUTLAND DRIVE N
W T Erei M.D. FACS 11am- 5pm No JOb Too Small '
ayne 1. Frel, W.D., B with bulletin Painting & Other Services
General and Laparoscopic Surgery GRILL= BAR Ron T Parishi PLUMBING « HEATING + VENTILATION
Diplomate, American Board of Surgery We are moving September 2021 o Ll Wigye=lFarisanoniEtt AIR CONDITIONING
410 University Pkwy., Ste. 2310 Join us at our new locatiol] Timothy W. Redd (803) 649-2155
Phone: 803.648.1318 e s 8 03-642—9344 President FAX: 642-2963
N THE HEARING CENTER
Durban-Laird || [|[ELLEN E. MILLER LLC Z‘AAZL - 'S
Insurance . . . : / I
(= Licensed Marriage & Family Therapist Independent {“Consultant AU DIBEL.
PauDIU\!!érl? ngl'rg? r|1n,CCIC 203 Laurens St. T M iy e Ame"(an'Hear;?;éc;"senl-lc;srs NBC-HIS
- A . Cathy M. Torres - (803) 215-3218 ¢ B
155 e Agert ke Alcen, SC 29801 ormEEDENLSC e o o
Aiken, SC 29802 803.643.0173 PR A e e (803) 648-7156 | www thehearingcentersc.com
Phone (803) 649-2561 « Fax (803) 648-8760 Personalization avallable - i
o e o i com By Appt. Only Fund raksing opportunites- Parshioner i dmen oyt o S o
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Serving with faith, knowledge, compassion, FAMILY DENTISTRY

.{/ O O kS and love. Providing assisted living ot Ol Gocome 6 st O Yo
'"‘% .

e and memory care services. _
o 5 Monday - Friday:
Family owned | Opening October 2023 7:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Aiken’s newest senior living community

Call 803-281-8600 for more information 420 Hitchcock Pkwy
3400 Whiskey Rd. « Aiken, SC 29803 Aiken, SC
] 803-648-6400
Parishioners

www.shirerfamilydentistry.com

DR. MICHAEL SHIRER AND DR. SUSANNAH SHIRER
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