
December 17, 2023 

St. Mary Help of Christians  

Catholic Church 



 

Welcome to St. Mary’s Help of Christians Parish 
Parish of the Catholic Diocese of Charleston 

We welcome all who are visiting.  If you attend regularly and consider St. Mary’s your parish, we encourage 
you to register as a member.  You may fill out and submit the form online, or print the  form from the 
website and return it to the parish office. 

The Most Rev. Jacques E. Fabre-Jeune, CS 
Bishop of Charleston 
 

Parish Clergy  
Very Rev. Richard C. Wilson, VF, Pastor 

Rev. Orlando Serrano Ardila, Parochial Vicar 
 

Dcn. Alejandro Leguizamon        Dcn. Al Matousek          

Dcn. Robert Pierce                            Dcn. Stephen Platte 
 

Staff      
Mr. Patrick Wray, Director of Administration 
  803.649.4777 ext. 112 
  pwray@charlestondiocese.org 
 

Mrs. Kimberly Gaynor, Administrative Assistant  
     to Fr. Wilson  803.649.4777 ext. 114 
     kgaynor@charlestondiocese.org 
 

Mrs.  Laura Webster, Principal of St. Mary’s School 
  803.649.2071     lwebster@stmaryschoolaiken.com 
 

Ms. Phyllis Waters, Business Manager 
  803.649.4777 ext. 102   
  pwaters@charlestondiocese.org 
 

Ms. Katherine More, Bookkeeper 
  803.649.4777  ext. 104     
  kmore@charlestondiocese.org 
 

Ms. Frances Gledhill, Parish Secretary  
  803.649.4777 ext. 113 
  fgledhill@charlestondiocese.org 
 

Mrs. Mary Ellen Jackson, MA 
  Director of  Religious Education  
  803.642.2676/803.507.1060 (C) 
  mjackson@charlestondiocese.org 
 

Mrs. Joan LaBone, Director of Youth Formation  
   and Ministry 
  803.215.7040 (C) 
  jlabone@charlestondiocese.org 
 

Mr. V. Franklin Deese II, Parish Musician  
  706.550.5047 (C) 
  fdeese@charlestondiocese.org 
 

Mrs. Karen Van Deren, Sacristan  
  803.979.3181 (C) 
  kvanderen@charlestondiocese.org 
 

Safe Environment   
  803.649.4777 ext. 114 
  AikenSEC@charlestondiocese.org 
 

Sr. Ana Gema Villafaña Ruiz, HCJC 
  803.989.9440 (C) 
Sr. Maria Bertha (Martha) Zuniga, HCJS  
  803.645.3666 (C) 

Contact Us 
St. Mary Help of Christians Catholic Church 
Parish Office:  203 Park Avenue SE 
                          Aiken, SC 29801 
Ph:  803.649.4777                Fax:  888.552.1016 
email:  
ParishOfficeStMaryAiken@charlestondiocese.org 
Website:  www.stmarys-aiken.org 
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Locations 
St. Mary’s Church: 138 Fairfield St. SE            
Old St. Mary’s:  125 Park Ave. SE                  
Ste Claire Chapel: 125 Park Ave. SE                   

Parish Office Hours   
Monday — Friday          8:30am — 4:30pm  
 

Holy Mass Schedule 
Saturday Vigil 5:00pm - Church  
Sunday  8:30am, 11:00am, 5:00pm - Church  
Domingo Misa en español, 1:00pm - Iglesia  
 

Weekday Mass Schedule 
Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri.  5:30pm - Old St. Mary’s 
Wednesday 8:20am - Church   
Miércoles 7:00pm - Old St. Mary’s 
Thursday Nursing Home 10:00am — Call before  
  attending 
Saturday Morning Mass 8:00am - Old St. Mary’s 
 

Confessions 
Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri.  4:45 - 5:15pm - Old St. Mary’s 
Wed. 6:15—6:45pm - Old St. Mary’s  
Saturday  3:30 - 4:30pm - Church  
Sunday  12:30pm - Spanish - Church 
 

Perpetual Adoration - Ste Claire Chapel 
 

Rosary - Before Daily Mass 
 

Live Stream Mass  (On YouTube) 
Sunday 11:00am Mass 
 

Sunday Homilies Online 
Audio versions of all the weekend homilies are  
available on the parish website. Go to St. Mary’s 
website at www.stmarys-aiken.org.  Scroll to the 
bottom of the home page and click on “Listen to 
Homilies”. 
 

Nursery 
Available during 8:30 & 11:00am Sunday Masses 
in Mother Teresa Conference Room - Ages 6 months 
to less than 5 years. 

A Map of St. Mary’s Campus can be found at:       
         https://www.stmarys-aiken.org/campus-map 



Envelope/Cash Offertory   Feb. 11 $   23,284.73 
Online Offertory for           Feb. 11 $   21,315.00 
 
 

Total Annual Budget           $ 1,924,000.00    

Totals as of Sunday, February 11, 2024 Pastor’s Corner                   +JMJ+ 

Have You Signed Up for Online Giving with Our 
Parish? 
Here are some ways Online Giving benefits you: 
• Secure and Confidential —  Adheres to banking 

security standards 
• Flexible — Start, stop, or change your 

contributions at any time 
• Simple to sign up: 
      1.  Go to St. Mary’s website at  
  www.stmarys-aiken.org 
      2.  Click on “GIVING” and then “SUNDAY” 
      3.  Make your selections 
      4.  You can also make special collection  
            choices online 
• Contributions are via direct withdrawal or credit 

online 
If you need assistance, or to discontinue online 
giving, please call 1.800.348.2886. 

The Parish Finance Council recommends monthly 
frequency for the Sunday offering  

to minimize transaction fees. 
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Gift Shop 
Lent is underway!  Stop by the gift shop to pick up  
your Lenten devotional. For the children in your life 
we have Magnifikids Lenten Journey.  We also have 
beautiful rosaries made by parishioners - perhaps 
this is a devotion you would like to add to your 
prayer life for Lent.  PS:  Holy Water bottles are 
back in stock!  
Hours: Sunday 9:00am — 1:00pm and the first 
weekend of every month after Saturday 5:00pm 
Mass and Sunday 1:00pm & 5:00pm Masses. 

The First-class Relic of St. Jude the Apostle  
A relic of St. Jude the Apostle is on pilgrimage 
visiting parishes around the country. The relic will be 
at St. Teresa of Avila in Grovetown on Tuesday, 
February 20th from 2:00 to10:00pm, with a special 
Mass offered in honor of St. Jude at 7:00pm. More 
information can be found at this link 

 https://apostleoftheimpossible.com/ 

Lead us not into temptation...  

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 Today, the Church celebrates the liturgy of the 
First Sunday of Lent. The Gospel presents Jesus 
preparing for His public life. He goes into the desert 
where He spends forty days in prayer and penance. 
There, He is tempted by Satan. 

 We must prepare ourselves for the Easter 
Triduum. Satan is our great enemy. There are people 
who do not believe in him, saying he is a product of 
our imagination, or that he represents evil in the 
abstract, diluted among people and in the world. This 
is definitely not so! 

 The Sacred Scriptures speak of him many 
times as a spiritual and concrete being. He is a fallen 
angel. Jesus defines him by saying: “He is a liar and 
the father of lies.” (John 8:44) St. Peter compares him 
to a roaring lion: “Your opponent the devil is prowling 
around like a roaring lion looking for someone to 
devour. Resist him, steadfast in faith.” (1 Peter 5:8). 
And Pope St. Paul VI taught: “The Devil is the number 
one enemy, the preeminent tempter. So, we know that 
this dark disturbing being exists and that he is still at 
work with his treacherous cunning.” 

 How does Satan attack us? By lying, deceiving. 
Where there is a lie or deceit, there is diabolic action. 
Charles Baudelaire wrote “The greatest trick the Devil 
ever pulled was convincing the world he didn't exist.”  
And how does Satan lie? He presents evil actions as if 
they were good; he stimulates us to do bad deeds; 
and, finally, he suggests reasons to justify sins. After 
deceiving us, he fills us with restlessness and sadness. 
Have you experienced this in your lives? 

 What should our attitude be toward 
temptation? Before temptation: watch, pray, and 
avoid near occasion of sin. During temptation: direct 
or indirect resistance. Pray short bullet prayers to God 
or the Blessed Virgin Mary for help.  After temptation: 
if you have overcome it, give thanks to God. If you 
have not overcome it, ask for forgiveness, learn from 
your experience, and go to confession as needed. 
What has been your experience in facing temptation? 

 May we revive such Lenten traditions as 
meditation of the passion and death of our Lord, 
praying the Stations of the Cross, and reading the 
Passion in the Gospels. This Lent may we spend 
quality time in adoration, in silent prayer, seeking the 
face of God.  

 The Virgin Mary crushed the infernal serpent's 
head. May she give us the strength to overcome daily 
temptations. 
 

 All the best…in Christ, 
Father Wilson ©LPi 



Readings for  February 18 — February 25 Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration  
in Ste Claire Chapel 

 

“Could you not keep watch for one 
hour?” Mk. 14:37 

 

Jesus is waiting for you in the chapel!  To find an hour 
that fits your schedule, please go to the parish 
website at https://www.stmarys-aiken.org/
perpetualeucharistic-adoration,  or contact one of the 
Divisional Leaders below: 

12mdnt-6am:  Tom Henry    803.642.6893 (no text)  
 tphenr@bellsouth.net 
6am-12noon:  Ken Boucher   803.226.4639   
 kboucher@atlanticbb.net  
12noon-6pm:  Janice Suhrer  803.645.6105 
 jcskid.suhrer@gmail.com 
6pm-12mdnt:  Joan Pate  803.226.0263 
 jandjpate@gmail.com 

Sunday:  Gn 9:8-15              Ps 25:4-9      1 Pt 3:18-22  
   Mk 1:12-15    
Monday:  Lv 19:1-2, 11-18           Ps 19:8-15 
   Mt 25:31-46  
Tuesday:  Is 55:10-11            Ps 34:4-7, 16-19 
   Mt 6:7-15 
Wednesday:  Jon 3:1-10           Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19 
   Lk 11:29-32  
Thursday:  1 Pt 5:1-4            Ps 23:1-3a, 4-6   
   Mt 16:13-19      
Friday:  Ez 18:21-28            Ps 130:1-8          Mt 5:20-26 
Saturday:  Dt 26:16-19              Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8 
   Mt 5:43-48  
Next Sunday: Gn 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18 
   Ps 116:10, 15-19         Rom 8:31b-34          Mk 9:2-10 

©LPi 

Holy Mass Intentions    

Friday, February 23 
5:30pm Thomas Pippett 
Saturday,  February 24 
8:00am Larry Mark 
5:00pm Ray Goergen 
   Marie Stana 
   Carol Reeve 
   Edward Miller 
   Anne Rigney 
Sunday, February 25 
8:30am Lily Zionkowski 
11:00am  Marion E. Thelen 
1:00pm  Maria Castro 
5:00pm  For All the People 

of the Parish 

(L)  Denotes  Living   

Sunday, February 18 
8:30am Marion E. Thelen 
11:00am  Terry Aromi 
1:00pm  For All the People 

of the Parish 
5:00pm  Terry Aromi 
Monday, February 19 
5:30pm  James Zaremba 
Tuesday, February 20  
5:30pm  Donald Miller 
Wednesday, February 21 
Ash Wednesday 
8:20am  Edward McElwain 
7:00pm Vicky Zaragoza (L) 
Thursday, February 22 
5:30pm  Marie Stana 

Baptisms/Bautismos:    
Feb. 3  Lucy Claire Mary O’Connor 

Deaths/Difuntos:  
Feb. 9 Manuel Alvarez 
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The Eucharistic Revival  
 During Lent, we are encouraged to offer 
sacrifices. Lumen Gentium reminds us that “the 

Eucharist is also the sacrifice of the Church. … In the 
Eucharist the sacrifice of Christ becomes also the 
sacrifice of the members of His Body. The lives of the 
faithful, their praise, sufferings, prayer, and work, are 
united with those of Christ and with his total 
offering” [1368]. When you attend Mass this Lent, 
remember to offer your entire self with Christ in His 
passion.  

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
For food or financial assistance call 803.642.3211 

Open Monday — Thursday  9:00am —1:00pm                           
Closed On Fridays. 

 

The Stations of the Cross 
will be prayed every 
 Friday during Lent in 
 Old St. Mary Church 

6:15pm in English 
7:00pm in Spanish 
and Mondays at  

11:00am in English        

No Altar Flowers During Lent 
Another Beautiful fasting practice of the church 
during Lent is abstaining from the placement of 
flowers on altars and shrines.  Thank you for not 
placing flowers around the church campus.  Altar 
flower donations will return after Easter. 

Did You Miss the Talk on Confession? 
It was standing room only at Fr. Wilson’s informative 
presentation! If you would like to hear it, you can 
access the video https://youtu.be/OkgfSSiZ6Ow  or  
contact Mary Ellen, mjackson@charlestondiocese.org Upcoming Lector Training: Save the Date! 

Saturday, March  9th 
8:00am Mass in Old St. Mary Church 

 

Meeting will begin immediately after Mass 
In St. Michael Hall 

 

ALL Lectors MUST attend this meeting. 



Holy Baptism 
The birth of your child is such a gift!  Let St. Mary’s 
parish help you give the gift of new birth through the 
waters of Holy Baptism.  For a child to receive 
Baptism at St. Mary’s, please note that at least one 
parent must be a practicing Catholic, regularly attend 
Holy Mass, participate in the life of the parish, and be 
registered at St. Mary’s at least three months prior to 
requesting the date for Baptism. In this, you become 
part of our wider parish family! Parents must attend 
our Baptismal Preparation session prior to the 
Baptism. The next session is Sunday, May 19, 2024 at 
10:00am in Smith Hall.  Registration is necessary so 
that we can prepare for you. Please contact Chris 
Ascherman at 803.845.0568.  Godparents are 
encouraged to attend a Baptismal Preparation 
session as well.  Since godparents promise to help 
raise your child in the practice of the Catholic faith, 
godparents must be practicing Catholics at whatever 
parish they attend.   
 

Holy Communion & Confirmation 
These incredible Sacraments nourish and strengthen 
us in our Catholic faith so that we can live as “the light 
of the world” (St. Matthew 5:14).  Please note:  
Parents and children must be registered with St. 
Mary’s and faithfully attend Mass on Sundays and 
Holy Days of Obligation.  Children who are not 
enrolled in our Catholic school must attend a 
minimum of two years of Christian Formation classes 
and satisfy the attendance policy.  For more 
information contact: Joan LaBone at 803.215.7040 or 
jlabone@charlestondiocese.org. 
 

Holy Matrimony 
Congratulations! The world truly needs strong, 
faithful couples. Our parish stands ready to help 
prepare you for your life together in Christ. The 
Diocese of Charleston requires a minimum of six 
months preparation for the Sacrament of Marriage.  
Please contact us as soon as you are engaged so that 
we can share your joy and begin the process of 
reserving a date for your special day. Please 
understand that not all dates at the church may be 
available.  For information, call 803.649.4777 ext.114 
to leave a message for Kimberly Gaynor. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
Are you seriously ill, facing surgery, or of advanced 
age? Receive grace and strength from the Sacrament 
of Anointing of the Sick, the Church’s Sacrament of 
healing. Call 803.649.4777 ext. 113. 

SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION 

More information about the Sacraments can be 
found on our parish website:   

www.stmarys-aiken.org  

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA)   

RCIA meets Tuesdays, 6:00 – 7:30pm in Mother Teresa 
Hall (125 Union St. SE). For more information, contact 
Mary Ellen Jackson at 803.642.2676  or 
mjackson@charlestondiocese.org  

Next Scheduled Baptism Date (English)  
March 2, 2024 — 11:00am in the church on Fairfield 
• Baptism preparation class must have been 

completed.  
• All paperwork must be submitted to the office 

one month prior to the date of Baptism. 
For more information or to schedule a Baptism, 
please call the parish office at 803.649.4777 
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AA Meeting 
AA open meeting at 7:00am  Monday, Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday in Smith Hall (next to Old St. 
Mary’s church).  Newcomers are welcome! 

Catholic Youth Formation and  
Youth Ministry 

Contact:  Mrs. Joan Marie LaBone 
jlabone@charlestondiocese.org 

803.215.7040 
 

Feb. 18—Sunday Morning CCD 9:45 -10:45 am 
Grade 6-8 Formation Class in Bosco 9:45 -10:45am 
Feb. 18—No Life Night 
Feb. 20— Grade 6-8 Formation  Class 6:00 - 7:00pm 
 High School Catch Up Class 7:15 - 8pm Bosco 
Feb. 25—Sunday Morning CCD 9:45-10:45 am 
 6-8 Formation Class in Bosco 9:45-10:45 am 
Feb. 25—Middle School service night 
Feb. 27 — Grade 6-8 Formation  Class 6-7pm 
 High School Catch Up Class 7:15-8pm Bosco 
 

FAMILY MISSION ON THE EUCHARISTIC MIRACLES!  
Wednesday, February 21. Come enjoy dinner, and 

learn more about Eucharistic Miracles.  For everyone  
from youth to adults, all families of 2 or of 12!  There 

is no cost.  6:00-8:00pm in St. Angela Hall. 
 

Help Wanted:  We occasionally need help on 
Sunday mornings with our CCD program.  We need 
substitute teachers and assistants.  If you are willing 
to lend a hand, please email Joan.  Safe Environment 
clearance is required.   
 

Would you like to help plan or assist with VBS 
(Vacation Bible School) this summer?  Please contact 
Joan. 
June 9-13, 2024  - Especially looking for people to 
work with me to plan for a great week of faith. 



THE WEEK AHEAD   

Sunday, February 18 
8:30am  Mass                      Church 
9:15am  Baptism Preparation Class             Smith 
9:45am  Café      Mother Teresa 
11:00am Mass                   Church 
1:00pm  Mass in Spanish      Church 
2:30pm  Altar Server Training    Church 
5:00pm  Mass      Church 
Monday, February 19     Parish Office is Closed 
9:00am  Prayer Shawl Ministry   Smith Hall Down 
4:45pm  Confessions          Old St. Mary’s 
11:00am Stations of the Cross         Old St. Mary’s 
5:30pm  Mass             Old St. Mary’s 
Tuesday, February 20 
6:30am  Rosary       Old St. Mary’s 
7:00am  Men’s Prayer Group     Smith Hall Down 
3:30pm  Grief Share     Mother Teresa 
3:30pm  Legion of Mary              Smith Hall Down 
4:45pm  Confessions          Old St. Mary’s 
5:30pm  Mass             Old St. Mary’s 
6:00pm  RCIA-English     Mother Teresa 
Wednesday, February 21 
8:20am  School Mass       Church 
9:30am  Adult Bible Study   St. Michael Hall 
1:00pm  Millions of Monicas     Old St. Mary’s 
3:30pm  Legion of Mary              Smith Hall Down 
6:00pm  Family Ministry Night      St. Angela Hall 
6:30pm  Confessions          Old St. Mary’s 
7:00pm  Mass in Spanish     Old St. Mary’s 
Thursday, February 22 
11:15am Adult Bible Study            Smith Hall 
3:00pm  Legion of Mary                          Smith Hall 
4:45pm  Confessions          Old St. Mary’s 
5:30pm  Mass             Old St. Mary’s 
7:00pm  Exodus 90 Men’s Group   St. Michael Hall 
Friday, February 23 
6:00am  That Man is You    Mother Teresa 
10:00am Book Club    St. Michael Hall 
4:45pm  Confessions      Old St. Mary’s 
5:30pm  Mass         Old St. Mary’s 
6:15pm  Stations of the Cross         Old St. Mary’s 
7:00pm  Stations in Spanish     Old St. Mary’s 
Saturday, February 24 
8:00am  Mass       Old St. Mary’s 
3:30pm  Confessions     Church 
5:00pm               Mass      Church 
Sunday, February 25 
8:30am  Mass                      Church 
9:45am  Café      Mother Teresa 
11:00am Mass                   Church 
1:00pm  Mass in Spanish      Church 
5:00pm  Mass      Church 

Altar Server Training Today! 
Feb. 18            Mar. 17          Apr.14  

2:30 — 4:00pm in the church 
Contact: Greg Hightower, at 803.292.2457 or 
 Email:  jghightower@bellsouth.net 

Parish Perks!   
Join us for coffee and fellowship after the 
Sunday 8:30am Mass in St. Michael Hall 

Millions of Monicas       
Wednesday, February 21 

1:00pm in Old Saint Mary's 
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Columbus Club Fish Dinner 
$15/person $75 for families of 6 or more. 

Reservations $15/person 
Help support our Columbus Club Projects 

Drive-through service is available for pick-up orders 
Admittance by ticket only 

Fridays, February 23, March 8, & 22, 2024 
RSVPs accepted until Feb. 21, March 6 & 20 

* * * Walk-ins MAY NOT be accepted! * * * 
Open 5:00pm   Serving  5:30 to 7:30pm  
Columbus Club    1037 Spaulding Dr.  Aiken, SC 
 

Fish (baked or fried), Fries, Dinner Roll & Coleslaw 
One (1) FREE draft beer for ages 21+ (dine-in only) 

or One (1)  soda per ticket 
Cash bar (dine in only) 

 

Make checks payable to the Columbus Club. 
 

For tickets or reservations please call: 
Dennis Fraser  803.507.0066 
Craig Burgess 803.439.0468 
Mark Szymanski  803.645.1405  
Jim Loftis   803.335.8517  
John Kvartek  803.226.1597  
St. Mary’s Office  803.649.4777 

St. Mary’s Annual Campground Meeting  
Thursday, February 29th, 6:30pm in Mother Teresa 
Hall. St. Mary’s campground is open to all active 
parishioners and is on Lake Thurmond. The 
campground has a swimming area, camping spots 
(RV and tent), bath house and a boat ramp. If 
interested in learning more about the campground, 
contact smhoccamp@gmail.com or Scott Williams at 
803.226.9221 or come to the meeting.  

The Parish Office Will Be Closed 
Monday, February 19  for  

President’s Day 



St. Mary’s Parish School 
118 York Street SE, Aiken, SC 29801 

Mrs. Laura Webster, Principal 
Ph: 803.649.2071   Fax:  803.643.0092 

www.stmaryschoolaiken.com 

 Office Hours:  Mon — Fri 7:30am—3:30pm 

Open Enrollment  
Open Enrollment for 2024-2025 is underway. Submit 
your application online at stmaryschoolaiken.com or 
in person at the school office.  Financial aid is 
available and parishioners are eligible for discounted 
tuition.  Tours are open to all prospective families 
Call 803.649.2071 for more information.  

Employment Opportunity 
St. Mary Help of Christians Catholic School is seeking 
a full-time elementary school teacher for the 2024-
2025 school year. Applicants should be certified 
and/or eligible for SC certification.  Qualified 
applicant should submit his/her resume and cover 
letter to the front office by mail, in person, or 
electronically at office@stmaryschoolaiken.com. 

Page 6  

Grief Support Group 
Begins February 20th 

3:30 - 5:00pm, Tuesdays in Mother Teresa Hall, 
125 Union Street, SE.    

Feb. 20 – Loss of Spouse (This segment is for people 
who have experienced the death of a spouse). 
Feb. 27 - The regular 13-week GriefShare program 
begins. 
The workbook is $20 (scholarships are available). 
The registration form is available at the Parish Office.  
For more information contact Karen Van Deren at 
kvanderen@charlestondiocese.org  
 

I will turn their mourning into joy; I will console and 
gladden them after their sorrows.  (Jeremiah 31:13) 

Wednesday Bible Study  
As the nation celebrates another year of Eucharistic 
Revival we are using “Presence: The Mystery of the 
Eucharist” for our current study focusing on the Real 
Presence of Christ in the Eucharist. 9:30-11:00am, 
Wednesdays in St. Michael Hall.  Contact Martha at 
865.599.8473 or whittimp@gmail.com 

Thursday Bible Study  
Join us Thursdays as we continue reading the Gospel 
of John. Thursdays at 11:15am in Smith Hall. All are 
welcome! Just bring your Bible. For more information 
contact Mary Ellen Jackson at 803.642.2676 or 
mjackson@charlestondiocese.org. 

Friday Book Club  
Join us this Friday as we read Saintly Women of 
Modern Times by Joan Carroll Cruz. This book has 
short biographies of women from around the world. 
All are welcome. We meet Fridays at 10:00am in St. 
Michael Hall. Questions? Contact Mary Ellen at 
mjackson@charlestondiocese.org or 803.642.2676. 

Diocesan Eucharistic Congress 
Join other parishioners at the Diocesan Eucharistic 
Congress on Saturday, April 6th. There is no charge 
for the event, but a ticket is required for entry. Sign 
up for your ticket(s) by clicking the link. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040448AAA 
62BABFA7-46572990-diocese#/ 

 See you there! 
Tickets will be available through the Parish at the 
above link until March 1st.  Any tickets remaining 
after March 1st will be returned to the Diocese. 

Come, Join the Parish Choir! 
Please consider as a Lenten discipline singing the 
hymns and liturgical music with the choir.  We need 
singers! Ability to read music is very helpful.  What’s 
involved?  Coming 45 minutes before the 8:30am 
and 11:00am Masses to rehearse. If we get enough 
interested people we may add the Vigil Mass. For 
more information please contact our Parish Musician, 
Frank Deese  at fdeese@charlestondiocese.org. Belonging SC Catholic Women’s Conference  

This coming weekend join hundreds of other 
women from our state to share a laugh, shed a tear, 
but most importantly to be encouraged in your 
journey with Christ. The Belonging Catholic 
Women’s Conference is just around the 
corner! Saturday, February 24, 8am – 5pm in 
Greenville at St. Joseph’s Catholic School. Event 
includes speakers Sr. Virginia Joy, SV and Marie 
Millea, a workshop option, a sung rosary,  a delicious 
catered lunch,  Mass with the Bishop, and more! For 
more information or to sign up: 
  http://www.HeartRidgeMinistries.com/Belonging 

STEM Center 
Thank you to all of the 
workers who are building 
our new Stem Center!!! We 
hope you enjoyed the treats 
from the 1st grade. You are 
very special to our 
community. 



formación cristiana 

Las intenciones para las Misas diarias se encuentran 
en la pagina dos (2) 

LAS LECTURAS DE LAS ESCRITURA 
del 18 de febrero al 25 de febrero 2024 
Domingo:  Gn 9, 8-15            Sal 24, 4-9         
   1 Pe 3, 18-22             Mc 1, 12-15    
Lunes:  Lv 19, 1-2. 11-18              Sal 18, 8-10. 15     
   Mt 25, 31-46  
Martes:  Is 55, 10-11           Sal 33, 4-7. 16-19 
   Mt 6, 7-15 
Miércoles:  Jon 3, 1-10             Sal 50, 3-4. 12-13.  
   18-19             Lc 11, 29-32  
Jueves:  1 Pe 5, 1-4           Sal 22, 1-6         Mt 16, 13-19     
Viernes:  Ez 18, 21-28        Sal 129, 1-8        Mt 5, 20-26 
Sábado:  Dt 26, 16-19             Sal 118, 1-2. 4-5. 7-8 
  Mt 5, 43-48  
Domingo siguiente: Gn 22, 1-2. 9-13. 15-18 
   Sal 115, 10. 15-19               Rom 8, 31-34/Mc 9, 2-10 

©LPi 

Espacio de Nuestro Párroco  

No nos dejes caer en la tentación… 
 

Queridos amigos en Cristo, 
     Hoy la Iglesia celebra la liturgia del Primer 
Domingo de Cuaresma. El Evangelio presenta a 
Jesús preparándose para su vida pública. Se adentra 
en el desierto donde pasa cuarenta días en oración y 
penitencia. Allí es tentado por Satanás. 
     Debemos prepararnos para el Triduo Pascual. 
Satanás es nuestro gran enemigo. Hay gente que no 
cree en él, diciendo que es producto de nuestra 
imaginación, o que representa el mal en abstracto, 
diluido entre las personas y en el mundo. ¡Esto 
definitivamente no es así! 
     Las Sagradas Escrituras hablan muchas veces de él 
como de un ser espiritual y concreto. Es un ángel 
caído. Jesús lo define diciendo: “es un mentiroso y 
padre de toda mentira”. (Juan 8,44) San Pedro lo 
compara con un león rugiente: “su enemigo, el 
diablo, ronda como león rugiente buscando a quién 
devorar. Resístanle firmes en la fe”. (1 Pedro 5,8). Y el 
Papa San Pablo VI enseñó: “El Diablo es el enemigo 
número uno, el tentador por excelencia. Entonces 
sabemos que este ser oscuro e inquietante existe y 
que todavía está trabajando con su traicionera 
astucia”. 
     ¿Cómo nos ataca Satanás? Mintiendo, engañando. 
Donde hay mentira o engaño, hay acción diabólica. 
Charles Baudelaire escribió: "El mayor truco que 
jamás haya hecho el diablo fue convencer al mundo 
de que no existía". ¿Y cómo miente Satanás? Presenta 
las malas acciones como si fueran buenas; nos 
estimula a hacer malas acciones; y, finalmente, 
sugiere razones para justificar los pecados. Después 
de engañarnos, nos llena de inquietud y tristeza. 
¿Han experimentado esto en sus vidas? 
    ¿Cuál debería ser nuestra actitud ante la tentación? 
Ante la tentación: vela, ora y evita las ocasiones 
cercanas de pecado. Durante la tentación: resistencia 
directa o indirecta. Hagan oraciones cortas a Dios o a 
la Santísima Virgen María en busca de ayuda. 
Después de la tentación: si la has vencido, da gracias 
a Dios. Si no lo has superado, pide perdón, aprende 
de tu experiencia y confiésate cuando sea necesario. 
¿Cuál ha sido tu experiencia al enfrentar la tentación? 
     Que revivamos tradiciones de Cuaresma como la 
meditación de la pasión y muerte de nuestro Señor, 
rezar el Vía Crucis y leer la Pasión en los Evangelios. 
Que esta Cuaresma pasemos tiempo de calidad en 
adoración, en oración silenciosa, buscando el rostro 
de Dios. 
      La Virgen María aplastó la cabeza de la serpiente 
infernal. Que ella nos dé la fuerza para superar las 
tentaciones diarias. 
 

  Todo lo mejor... en Cristo, 
  Padre Wilson Page 7 

Sociedad de San Vicente de Paúl 

Para alimentos o asistencia financiera, llame al 
803.642.3211. Abierto de lunes a jueves de 9:00am a 
1:00pm. Cerrado los viernes 

Anuncio de Avivamiento Eucarístico 
Durante la Cuaresma, se nos anima a ofrecer 
sacrificios. Lumen Gentium nos recuerda que “la 
Eucaristía es también el sacrificio de la Iglesia. … En 
la Eucaristía el sacrificio de Cristo se convierte 

también en sacrificio de los miembros de su Cuerpo. La vida de 
los fieles, sus alabanza, sufrimientos, oración y trabajo, se 
unen a la de Cristo y a su ofrecimiento total” [1368]. Cuando 
asistas a Misa esta Cuaresma, recuerda ofrecer todo tu ser a 
Cristo en Su pasión. 

Vía Crucis  
Se rezarán en español todos los viernes durante la 
Cuaresma en la iglesia antigua  a las 7:00pm 

No habrá flores en el altar durante la 
Cuaresma 

Otra hermosa manera de prácticar el ayuno  durante 
la Cuaresma es abstenerse de colocar flores en 
altares y santuarios en la iglesia. Gracias por no 
colocar flores alrededor del campus de la iglesia. Las 
donaciones de flores de altar volverán después de 
Semana Santa. 



Santo Bautismo 
¡El nacimiento de un hijo es un gran regalo que 
necesita renacer a través de las aguas del Bautismo! 
Para bautizar a un niño en Sta. María, tenga en 
cuenta que al menos uno de los padres debe ser 
católico practicante, asistir regularmente a la Santa 
Misa, participar en la vida de la parroquia y estar 
registrado en Sta. María al menos tres meses antes 
de solicitar la fecha para el bautismo.  Ambos padres 
deben asistir a las sesiones prebautismales. Dado 
que los padrinos prometen ayudar a criar a su hijo en 
la práctica de la fe católica, ellos deben ser católicos 
practicantes en la parroquia que asisten y se les 
anima a asistir a las sesiones de preparación 
bautismal también. Las próximas clases se llevarán a 
cabo el 3 y 10 de marzo. Es necesario registrarse 
para que podamos prepararnos para usted.  
Comuníquese con Luz Londoño al 803.480.6865.  

Sagrada Comunión y Confirmación 
Estos increíbles Sacramentos nos nutren y fortalecen 
en nuestra fe católica para que podamos vivir como 
“la luz del mundo” (San Mateo 5,14).  Tenga en 
cuenta: los padres y los niños deben estar 
registrados en Sta. María, asistir fielmente a misa los 
domingos y los días de precepto.  Los niños que no 
están inscritos en nuestra escuela católica deben 
asistir a un mínimo de dos años de clases de 
formación cristiana y cumplir con la política de 
asistencia.  Para más información contactarse con: 
Joan LaBone al jlabone@charlestondiocese.org 
o 803.215.7040. 

Santo Matrimonio 
¡Felicidades! El mundo realmente necesita parejas 
fuertes y fieles en Cristo. La Diócesis de Charleston 
requiere una preparación mínima de seis meses para 
el Sacramento del Matrimonio, así que comuníquese 
con nosotros tan pronto como se comprometa para 
que podamos compartir su alegría y comenzar el 
proceso de reservar una fecha para su día especial.  
Las siguientes fechas de preparación prematrimonial 
iniciarán el  jueves el 24 de agosto a las 7:00pm en el 
Salón Smith Hall.  Para registrarse y obtener más 
información por favor comuníquese con Sonia 
Jimenes 803.508.5370 o con la Hna. Ana Gema 
803.989.9440  

Unción de Enfermos 
¿Está gravemente enfermo, se enfrenta a una cirugía 
o es de edad avanzada?  Reciba la gracia y la fuerza 
del Sacramento de la Unción de los Enfermos, el 
Sacramento de sanación de la Iglesia.  Comuníquese 
con 803.649.4777 ext. 113.  

Sagrado Sacramentos 

Próxima Fecha de Bautismo (Español) 

9 de marzo 2024 a las 11:00am 
en la iglesia en la calle Fairfield. 

•   Las clases de preparación para el bautismo 
deben haber sido completadas  
• Toda la documentación deben presentarse en la 
oficina un mes antes de la fecha del bautismo. 
 

Para obtener más información o si desea programar 
un bautismo, llame a la oficina parroquial al 
802.649.4777 

Rito de Iniciación Cristiana para Adultos
(rica) 
El programa de formación para adultos que 
requieren los Sacramentos de Bautismo, Comunión 
y/o Confirmación, será los martes de 7:00 a 9:00pm 
en el Smith Hall.  Para registrarse puede acudir con 
las hermanas Ana Gema a 803.989.9440 or Martha a 
803.645.3666 o el equipo de RICA. 

Puede encontrar más información sobre los 
sacramentos en nuestro sitio web           
parroquial www.stmarys-aiken.org Page 8 

Escuela Parroquial  
de Santa María  

118 York Street SE, Aiken, SC 29801 
Sra. Laura Webster, Principal 

803.649.2071  Fax:  803.643.0092 
www.stmaryschoolaiken.com 

Horario de Oficina:   
lunes—viernes 7:30am - 3:30pm 

Inscripción Abierta  
Inscripciónes para el año escolar 2024-2025 ha 
comenzado. Envíe su solicitud en línea en 
stmaryschoolaiken.com o en persona en la oficina 
de la escuela. Hay ayuda financiera disponible y 
los feligreses son elegibles para matrícula con 
descuento. Se ofrecen tours de la escuela a todas 
las familias que están considerando ingresasr a St. 
Mary's. Llame al 803.649.2071 para más 
información. 
 

Oportunidad de Empleo  
La Escuela Católica St. Mary Help of Christians está 
buscando un maestro de escuela primaria de 
tiempo completo para el año escolar 2024-2025. 
Los solicitantes deben estar certificados y/o ser 
elegibles para la certificación SC. El solicitante 
calificado debe enviar su currículum y carta de 
presentación a la oficina principal por correo, en 
persona o electrónicamente a 

 office@stmaryschoolaiken.com.  

La oficina parroquial estará cerrada 
Lunes, 19 de febrero para el 

Día de los Presidentes 



EVENTOS PARA LA PROXIMA SEMANA 

Campamento 
La reunión anual para el campamento de St. Mary 
será el jueves 29 de febrero de 2024 en el Salón 
Madre Teresa a las 6:30 p.m. El campamento de St. 
Mary está disponible para todos los feligreses activos 
y se encuentra en el lago Thurmond. El campamento 
cuenta con área para nadar, lugares para acampar 
(casa rodante y tiendas de campaña), casa de baños 
y una rampa para botes. Si está interesado en 
obtener más información sobre el campamento, 
comuníquese con smhoccamp@gmail.com o con 
Scott Williams al 803.226.9221 o asista a la reunión. 
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Domingo, 18 de febrero 
8:30am  Misa             Iglesia 
11:00am Misa         Iglesia 
11:00am Práctica del Coro            San Miguel 
1:00pm  Misa en español                     Iglesia 
2:30pm  Clase de monaguillos      Iglesia 
5:00pm  Misa         Iglesia 
Lunes, 19 de febrero 
4:45pm  Confesiones      Iglesia Antigua 
5:30pm  Misa                    Iglesia Antigua 
5:45pm  Legión de María                    Smith 
7:00pm  Pequeña Communidad      Santa Teresa 
Martes, 20 de febrero 
4:45pm  Confesiones      Iglesia Antigua 
5:30pm  Misa                    Iglesia Antigua 
7:00pm  RICA         Smith 
7:00pm  Este Hombre Eres Tú             San Miguel 
Miércoles, 21 de febrero   
8:20am  Misa                                  Iglesia 
6:30pm  Confesiones       Iglesia Antigua                       
7:00pm  Misa         Iglesia Antigua 
7:30pm  Grupo de Coordinadores       Smith 
Jueves, 22 de febrero   
4:45pm  Confesiones      Iglesia Antigua 
5:30pm  Misa                     Iglesia Antigua 
7:00pm  Grupo de Oración    Iglesia Antigua 
Viernes,  23 de febrero 
4:45pm  Confesiones      Iglesia Antigua   
5:30pm  Misa     Iglesia Antigua 
6:15pm  Vía Crucis en inglés    Iglesia Antigua  
7:00pm  Vía Crucis     Iglesia Antigua 
7:00pm  Grupo de Matrimonio           Smith  
Sábado, 24 de febrero 
8:00am  Misa                     Iglesia Antigua 
3:30pm  Confesiones                    Iglesia 
5:00pm  Misa Vigilia                     Iglesia 
Domingo, 25 de febrero 
8:30am  Misa             Iglesia 
11:00am Misa         Iglesia 
11:00am Práctica del Coro            San Miguel 
1:00pm  Misa en español                     Iglesia 
5:00pm  Misa         Iglesia 

Formación Católica para Jóvenes y 
Ministerio Juvenil 

Contacto: Sra. Joan Marie LaBone 
jlabone@charlestondiocese.org 

803.215.7040 

18 de febrero -  domingo por la mañana CCD de 
9:45 a 10:45am 
6-8 Clase de Formación en Bosco 9:45-10:45am 
18 de febrero - No hay Life Teen 
20 de febrero -  Clase de formación para grados 6-8, 
6-7pm 
Clase de recuperación de la escuela secundaria 7:15-
8pm Bosco 
Feb. 25—Domingo por la mañana CCD de 9:45 a 
10:45am 
Feb. 25—Escuela intermediaNoche de servicio  
Feb. 27 — Clase de formación para grados 6-8, 6-7pm 
Clase de recuperación de la escuela secundaria 7:15-
8pm Bosco 
Reserve la fecha: ¡Misión familiar sobre los milagros 
eucarísticos! Miércoles 21 de febrero. Ven a cenar y 
aprende más sobre los Milagros Eucarísticos. ¡Para 
todos, desde jóvenes hasta adultos, todas las familias 
de 2 o de 12 personas! No hay ningún costo. 6-8pm 
en el Salón Santa Ángela. 
 

Se busca ayuda: Ocasionalmente necesitamos ayuda 
los domingos por la mañana con nuestro programa 
CCD. Necesitamos maestros sustitutos y asistentes. Si 
está dispuesto a echar una mano, envíe un correo 
electrónico a Joan. Se requiere autorización de Safe 
Haven. 
 

¿Le gustaría ayudar a planificar o ayudar con la EBV 
(Escuela Bíblica de Vacaciones) este verano? Por 
favor contacta a Joan. Del 9 al 13 de junio de 2024: 
busco especialmente personas que trabajen 
conmigo para planificar una gran semana de fe. 

 Finding Joy in the Journey 
Conferencia para Mujeres 
24 de Febrero—8am al 5pm 

St. Joseph School 
     Greenville, SC 
Preguntas:  Maria Romero  
 305.979.1573 

Registración en linea:  
 https://form.jotform.com/233203984602150 
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Carrie Katonak
Hair Specialist

Book your appointment
(803) 221-5946

*

Parishioner

Our Goal is to offer the most caring and
affordable services to all families we serve.
Offering personal services to fit your needs.

648-7175 | 1544 University Pkwy (118 bypass)
colefuneralhomeinc.net

Tattersall Group
Brian Katonak

REALTOR®
BrianKatonak@gmail.com

314 Richland Ave
Aiken, SC 29801

803-221-5945 cell

www.briansellsaiken.com

DEEPLY ROOTED IN
CATHOLIC TRADITION

Burial & Cremation
Obituaries • Preplanning

Transfers
Locally Owned and more…

 803.649.6234
 211 Park Ave. SW, Aiken

GeorgeFuneralHomes.com

CLEANING
SERVICES

- Commercial, residential, condos,
apartments and more.
- Move-in/Move-out

Free Estimate: (803) 634-3121
(803) 634-3120

Millymaidsllc@gmail.com
Bonded | Insured | State Certified

Licensed | Family Operated

GO WHERE THE 
PROS GO!

Dr. E.J. Nwoga D.C.
Chiropractor

2400 Whiskey Rd. #2400 • Aiken, SC 29803
(803) 226-0231 • vageochiropracticsc.com

 Retirement Planning
 College Savings Plans
 Financial Planning

 Stephen Anaclerio
 Financial Advisor
 One 10th Street Suite 600
 Augusta, GA 30901
 803-642-7044
 Stephen.j.anaclerio@morganstanley.com

 © 2014 Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. Member SIPC.
 CRC897562 06/14

Betty Cortez - Owner - Parishioner
Open Mon. - Sat. 10 am - 9pm

2460 Wagener Rd. - Aiken
803-648-0403

             (839) 204-0294

Assembly & Install of furniture, grills, sheds, Assembly & Install of furniture, grills, sheds, 
TV’s, electronics, shelving & storage, WI-FI, TV’s, electronics, shelving & storage, WI-FI, 
camera doorbells, play equipment, and almost camera doorbells, play equipment, and almost 
any indoor or outdoor home productany indoor or outdoor home product

www.qualityassemble.com •chris@qualityassemble.com

ParishionerParishioner

Trusted Service Since 1967

803-649-9803
www.aikenpest.com

Kesha N. Starlings
Independent AVON Consultant

Beauty • Fashion • Fragrance • Skin Care

803-645-5730
Knstarlings@shopstarlingsavon.com

www.ShopStarlingsAvon.com

The greatest compliment 
you can give is a referral.

Collette R Ball Ins Agcy Inc
Collette Ball, Agent

Parishioner
 
 3066 Whiskey Rd 
 Aiken, SC 29803
 Bus 803-648-2973 
 Fax 803-335-2273
 Cell 803-295-6894

 collette.ball.crmh@statefarm.com

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME
Scott Messner

smessner@4LPi.com
 (863) 875-1101
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We are moving September 2021
Join us at our new location

1860 Richland Avenue
803-226-0495

10% OFF 
Lunch Ticket 

MON. - THURS. 
11am- 5pm 

with bulletin

Computerized
Engine Analysis

Professional
Import and Domestic

Auto Service

643-9266
460 Silver Bluff Rd.

Steve Young
Owner • Parishioner

AIKEN, S.C.

AUTO TECH. INC.

For All Your Import Needs

BRADLEY PLUMBING
& HEATING, INC.
150 RUTLAND DRIVE NW

AIKEN, SC 29801

PLUMBING • HEATING • VENTILATION
AIR CONDITIONING

Timothy W. Redd          (803) 649-2155
President FAX: 642-2963

EllEn E. MillEr llc
Licensed Marriage & Family Therapist

203 Laurens St.
Aiken, SC 29801
803.643.0173
By Appt. Only

Paul W. Durban, CIC
Durban-Laird’s, Inc.

Insurance Agents & Brokers
155 Laurens Street, SW • P.O. Box 422

Aiken, SC 29802
Phone (803) 649-2561 • Fax (803) 648-8760

paul@durban-laird.com

Personal Insurance • Business Insurance
Medical & Life Insurance • Discounts

129 Park Ave. SW | 803-649-5141
info@hecos.com | www.hecos.com

 Cathy Brennan
 Vice President
 Cell: 803-439-1357
 E-mail: cbrennan@meybohm.com

142 Laurens St. NW • Aiken, SC 29801
Parishioner

Residential & Commercial Interior Design
AIKEN, SOUTH CAROLINA

158 Laurens Street, Aiken, SC 29801
(803) 649-0616 • Hours Mon-Sat 10-5

nandinahome.com
 SUSAN VICTOR  SUE SHANNON
 Co-Owner/Interior Designer Co-Owner/Interior Designer

Dr. Michael Shirer and Dr. Susannah Shirer

 Monday – Friday:
 7:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
 420 Hitchcock Pkwy
  Aiken, SC
 803-648-6400
 Parishioners

www.shirerfamilydentistry.com

Elder Law • Probate
Medicaid Asset Preservation

Guardianships • Conservatorships
Special Needs & Living Trusts / Wills

www.lindafarronknapp.com
803.335.1431 / 803.541.7676

Call for an appointment
135 Laurens St. SW, Suite 200, Aiken

Surgical Associates
Wayne T. Frei, M.D., FACS
General and Laparoscopic Surgery

Diplomate, American Board of Surgery
410 University Pkwy., Ste. 2310

Phone: 803.648.1318

Ron’s 
Home Repair Service

No Job Too Small
Painting & Other Services
Ron Tugya-Parishioner

803-642-9344

Certified Public Accountant
Individual, Business, 

Retirement & Estate Planning
649-5555

403 Park Avenue S.W. • Aiken
Parishioner

MICHAEL J. COSTIGAN, Sr., 
CPA, LLC

Aiken’s newest senior living community
 Serving with faith, knowledge, compassion,
 and love. Providing assisted living
 and memory care services.
 Family owned | Opening October 2023

Call 803-281-8600 for more information
3400 Whiskey Rd. • Aiken, SC 29803

3 bed/2.5 bath, 2600 sq. feet executive home
Perfect for wedding parties, families, golfers. equestrians

Managed by AikenToStay- Tiffany Baker 803-341-2957
www.airnbn.com/h.tallyhoaiken

SHORT TERM 
RENTAL

located downtown Aiken


